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“While male literacy went up to over 75 percent is the last
census and is expected to be higher now, female literacy was only
54 percent in 2001.”

iR I=i ®er 2 fo—

“My Government will recast the National Literacy Mission as
a National Mission for Female Literacy to make every woman
literate in the next five years.”
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Synopsis
Madam Speaker,

I rise in support of the motion to give thanks to Respected Rashtrapatiji
on her address to Parliament on the occasion of the beginning of the 15%
Lok Sabha.

At the outset, it gives me immense pleasure to join the entire House
in congratulating you warmly on your unanimous election as the Speaker
of the 15" Lok Sabha. Your election has marked a proud milestone in the
history of Indian Parliament. To see you in this august office is to see,
simultaneously, an important triumph of both Social Justice and Gender
Justice — both Social Empowerment and Women’s Empowerment.

Madame Speaker, | had the honour of working with your illustrious
father, as a fellow parliamentarian in the Sixth Lok Sabha (I was a member
of the Rajya Sabha then) and also as a fellow minister in the Janata Party
government. Babu Jagjivan Ram had built a great reputation for himself
as one of the ablest administrators. He was a minister in every single
government at the Centre, beginning with the Interim Government that
Pandit Nehru headed soon after Independence. A learned man, he endeared
himself to one and all in the House, cutting across party lines.

Madame Speaker, what is proved by you or your father or Dr.
Ambedkar, who was the chief architect of the Indian Constitution, is that
aPERSON BECOMES GREAT BY HIS OR HER KARMA, AND NOT BY
JANMA.

THAT ALL HUMAN BEINGS ARE EQUAL AND THAT ALL HAVE
THE DIVINE POTENTIAL IN THEM TO RISE TO THEIR FULL
POTENTIAL.

I am sure that you too will raise the reputation of your high office with
your erudition, impartiality, and long parliamentary and governmental
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experience. | wish to solemnly pledge on this occasion that, in conducting
the House, you can count on the fullest support from the Opposition
benches — from my party as well as all other parties in the opposition.

This being the first session of the 15" Lok Sabha, | take this occasion
to warmly congratulate Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, Leader of
the House Shri Pranab Mukherjee, and Congress President and UPA
chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi. The people have given a renewed mandate
to the Congress party and the UPA government. It is indeed a bigger
mandate than in 2004.

| take this opportunity to also congratulate both the old and new
faces in the council of ministers.

No doubt, my party and the NDA are disappointed by the outcome
of Elections 2009. But we have accepted the people’s verdict with humility.
Victory and defeat are a part of the electoral process. And this is not the
occasion or the platform for an analysis of why the people preferred one
party and one alliance over the other. Each of the parties in the opposition
is engaged in its own analysis of the election results. Nevertheless, two
broad comments are in order.

Firstly, irrespective of who won and who lost, the irrefutable fact is
that the greatest victor is India’s Democracy. Our country has shown
once again to the world that ours is not only the largest democracy in the
world because of numbers, but also the most vibrant. | remember that on
many occasions in the past, especially after Independence, foreigners
used to wonder if democracy can survive in this country of such immense
diversity and so many illiterate people. They also used to be skeptical
about the future of India as a united nation.

India has disproved all of them. Thus, the victory of India’s democracy
is our collective victory — the victory of the party and alliance that won,
as well as the parties and alliances that lost.

Secondly, in my comments after the election results were known, |
commented that the people have given their verdict in favour of stability
and bipolarity. In recent days I have reflected upon the direction in which
Indian politics is headed in the coming years. | will not say that regional
parties and smaller parties have no place in national politics. Nor will | say,
as Dr. Manmohan Singh did during the election campaign, that regional
parties are an obstacle to growth. However, | do believe that the people
want more cohesive alliances, in the absence of which they want to see
national parties become stronger.

All of us, especially those in the treasury benches, should reflect on
why the people have shown such strong preference for stability. Stability
cannot be an end in itself. It is not a mandate for the government to
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function any which way it wants for five years. Rather, the people want
the government to be stable so that it can perform better. So that it can
give a better account of itself on GOOD GOVERNANCE, DEVELOPMENT
and SECURITY.

GOOD GOVERNANCE, DEVELOPMENT and SECURITY was the
election plank of my party. However, there cannot be any monopoly or
copyright on the three principles of GOOD GOVERNANCE,
DEVELOPMENT and SECURITY. People expect every party or alliance
that is elected to form the government to adhere to these principles.

Hence, | wish to assure the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
House that my party and the NDA will extend full and constructive
support to the government whenever we find that you are protecting the
interests of the nation and advancing the interests of the people by
adhering to GOOD GOVERNANCE, DEVELOPMENT and SECURITY.
But when we find that you are doing otherwise, we shall certainly oppose
the government both inside Parliament and outside.

Let the government do its duty. And we shall do our duty. By
performing our respective duties, let us pledge today to jointly strengthen
India’s democracy and enhance the power and prestige of India’s
Parliament.

The din and drama of elections is over. Let us put behind us the
acrimony of the election campaign. The new Lok Sabha has been
constituted. The ministers have taken charge in their respective ministries.
Let us begin a new chapter in government-opposition relations in the 15"
Lok Sabha.

Madame Speaker, | now come to some of the substantive aspects of
the President’s Address to Parliament. Since the President’s Address to
Parliament is prepared and approved by the Cabinet as an account of what
the new government intends to do and how it plans to address the many
challenges before the nation, it is the duty of the opposition to look at
it meticulously.

Release of Hafeez Saeed

I must express my deep disappointment over the rather cavalier and
non-specific manner in which the government has mentioned the problem
of terrorism in paras 9 and 42. The entire nation — indeed, the entire world
— was horrified and outraged by the Pakistan-sponsored terrorist attack
on Mumbai on 26 November 2008. The carnage is still fresh in the minds
of the people. But there is another thing that has horrified, outraged and
alarmed the people of India and the international community.

And that is the news a few days ago that the government of Pakistan,
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by presenting a weak case before the Lahore high court, has allowed
Hafeez Saeed, leader of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa, the hardline politico-religious
front of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, and a mastermind of 26/11, to walk out of
jail.

Saeed is accused of aiding and abetting the Mumbai attacks in the
chargesheet filed by Mumbai Police. He is the head of the Jamaat-ud-
Dawa and Lashkar-e-Taiba, which were listed by the United Nations
under UNSC Resolution 1267, as being affiliates of al-Qaida and Taliban.
Saeed was specifically listed as linked to these terrorist groups last year
after India provided evidence about his involvement in terrorist strikes.

Pakistan government cannot hide behind the pretext that it is a court
decision and hence cannot be interfered with. The entire world knows
how independent the judiciary is in Pakistan. The media have reported
that the court released Saeed on “technical” grounds — namely, lack of
evidence. The evidence was lacking since the government of Pakistan
simply did not furnish it before the court.

Pakistan cannot fool the world opinion with this kind skullduggery.

I know that the government has conveyed its displeasure to Pakistan.
But, frankly, the government’s response has been weak. It does not
reflect the sense of outrage that the people of India have felt at the game
of deception being played by Pakistan.

During the election campaign, Congress leaders claimed that the
UPA government’s “strong” approach to tackling terrorism was evident
in the manner in which it had dealt with Pakistan after 26/11. The claim
was: “Look, we got them to admit that Pakistani nationals were involved.”
It was as if Congress leaders were giving a certificate of sincerity and
earnestness to the government of Pakistan. But look what has happened
now.

26/11: My four demands

Today, through the medium of this debate, | want to place four
demands before the government. Firstly, it should place before this
House the full evidence that the government of India has shared with the
government of Pakistan on the involvement of Saeed and his accomplices
in 26/11 and also in previous terrorist attacks in India. The people of India
have a right to know all the facts and all the evidence that have so far come
to light. Besides, by bringing this evidence into the public domain, India
and the international community can put further pressure on Pakistan not
to derail the trial of the leaders of the anti-India terrorist organizations
operating from Pakistan.

But there is another reason why this evidence must be made public.
Ever since 26/11, people in India and elsewhere in the world have been
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asking one question: Was it only the handiwork of some Pak-based
terrorist organizations or was there also some involvement of the I1SI and
other official agencies? This truth must also come out. For far too long,
the rulers in Pakistan have been trying to fool the global community by
pretending that terrorists belonging to organizations like the Lashkar-e-
Toiba are independent actors. This falsehood must be nailed.

Renowned Pakistani journalist and author Zahid Husain, in his book
FRONTLINE PAKISTAN, has written with a lot of well-researched
information that Lashkar-e-Toiba’s links with the ISl are unbreakable.

My second demand is that the government should place before the
House evidence about Kasab, the only terrorist linked to 26/11 who was
caught alive, and what has come out of his statements during the
investigation.

My third demand is that the judicial trial of Kasab, which is now
underway, should be completed as early as possible. People want to see
that justice is delivered and done in this case without the kind of delay
that unfortunately has been witnessed in many terrorist cases in India so
far.

26/11: Need for aCommission of Inquiry

My fourth demand is indeed a reiteration of my earlier demand, made
in the session of Parliament held after 26/11. It is that the Centre must set
up a high-level judicial commission to probe all aspects of 26/11, in the
same way that the US government set up a Commission to inquire 9/11.

My demand stems from the news last week that the government of
Maharashtra, which had come in for sharp criticism during the 26/11
attack, has got a clean chit from the Ram Pradhan committee. The two-
member committee appointed by the state government for inquiry of
lapses during 26/11 has blamed the central government for intelligence
failure.

I am quoting here a news report in The Times of India of 28 May 2009,
titled “Centre to blame for 26/11 lapse: Panel’. It reads: “During his visit
to Mumbai after the terror attack, Union home minister P C Chidambaram
apologized to the citizens of the state, this itself indicated lapses from the
Union government,” said R D Pradhan, after submitting the 100-page
report to chief minister Ashok Chavan.”

Madame Speaker, there are many things questionable about the
findings of this committee. Firstly, here was an episode that led to the
sacking of the state’s chief minister and deputy chief minister, who was
also the home minister. And yet, the committee gives a clean chit to the
state government.

Secondly, the committee seems to have made shoddy job of its
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mandate. Indeed, both the terms of reference as well as the actual
functioning of the committee, left a lot to be desired. Let me again quote
from the Times of India report:

“The probe panel was an administrative committee and not a judicial
panel, hence many issues that are subjudice were not investigated, Pradhan
said and added, “The panel was approached by many of the non-official
persons, but we decided not to meet any of these people. The report does
not include version of the non-officials, but is based on the enquiry
conducted of over 50 police officers (ranging from constable to senior IPS
officers).”

“Post attack many people including politicians from the ruling and
opposition parties had criticized the functioning of the police control
room. However after the probe, the conclusion of the panel was
surprising.”

Another report, in DNA of 28 May 2009, states that Vinita Kamte,
wife of slain police officer Ashok Kamte who was killed during the 26/11
terror attacks, expressed disappointment over the Ram Pradhan committee
report which has given a clean chit to the Mumbai police and government.

According to the report, she wanted to depose before the committee
but was not allowed to do so. She has also alleged that “certain portions
of the call records of the police control room on November 26 were
deleted”.

This is a serious matter. There is strong suspicion among the people
of Mumbai, Maharashtra and the rest of the country that the Pradhan
Committee has done a “white wash” job to protect the Congress
government in the state.

Hence, my fourth demand: The central government must set up a
judicial commission to inquire into all aspects of 26/11 — the lapses at
the state level as well as the central level. After all, many senior
functionaries in the UPA government — Prime Minister, former Home
Minister (who was asked to resign after 26/11), Defence Minister and the
National Security Advisor — had spoken about the possibility of terrorists
using the sea route to mount an attack.

The truth must come out. Accountability must be fixed. Moreover,
the 26/11 Inquiry Commission, and the implementation of the measures
that it would recommend, would help India minimize possible terrorist
attacks on India in the future. At any rate, it will help us to be better
prepared.

Mr. Prime Minister, do not think that | am raising this demand to score
political points. The people of India, who have given your government
a second term in spite of a weak record in fighting terrorism, expect this
from you.
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One Rank One Pension

Madame Speaker, | am happy to note that the President’s Address,
in Para 12, has talked about the issue of ONE RANK ONE PENSION for
ex-servicemen. They have been demanding it for a long time. They even
launched a prolonged agitation at Jantar Mantar. | had gone there to show
my solidarity with their demand. Over 11,000 ex-Army personnel had
returned their gallantry medals in protest.

The President’s Address, however, does not give a firm commitment
that the Government would accept this demand. The wording is very
vague and cannot satisfy ex-servicemen.

I demand that the Prime Minister, when he replies to this debate, give
a firm commitment that his government would implement ONE RANK
ONE PENSION within the first 100 days.

DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Girls’ education: Why not implement Ladli Laxmi Yojana?
Madame Speaker, After Security, I’ll turn to some Development-related
issues.

I am pleased to know that the Respected Rashtrapati’s Address
shows concern about female literacy in the country. It rightly laments in
Para 21 that “While male literacy went up to over 75% in the last census
and is expected to be higher now, female literacy was only 54% in 2001.”

The Address goes to say: “My Government will recast the National
Literacy Mission as a National Mission for Female Literacy to make every
woman literate in the next five years.”

I welcome this commitment. However, | would have been happy if the
Address had also said that the Central Government would work closely
with, and fully support the existing initiatives of, all the State Governments
in achieving this mission.

Why do | say this? | say so because, unfortunately, a certain political
culture has grown in this country in which the Centre thinks that it should
take the credit for everything, and if something good is being done by
a state government run by an opposition party, it should be ignored.

Take, for example, the Ladli Laxmi Yojana being implemented by the
BJP government in Madhya Pradesh. Its specific objective is to promote
female literacy and education. It provides financial assistance to the girl
child at regular intervals and, when she completes 12" standard, the
scheme gives her 1,20,000 rupees. To the best of my knowledge, it is the
only one of its kind. And it has achieved significant success.

I would like the Prime Minister to adopt this scheme for nationwide
implementation. As | said earlier, there is no copyright of my party for this
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scheme. After all, the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, which has been mentioned
in the President’s Address, was launched by the NDA government.
Similarly, there are several good schemes launched by the Congress
governments in the past.

If the nation is to progress faster, we should discard the mental habit
of trying to score political points in the area of implementation of
development schemes.

Full support to Women'’s Reservation Bill

Madame Speaker, While on the point of women’s all-round
development empowerment, let me state that my party will fully support
the bill on women’s reservation in Parliament and State Legislatures, as
and when the government brings it forward.

This bill is awaiting passage for a long, long time.

I guess that perhaps it was waiting for the 15" Lok Sabha when a
woman would become the Speaker!

IT literacy

Madame Speaker, On the issue of literacy, let me make another
important point. Today in the 21% century, it is not enough for a person,
man or woman, to be simply literate. Every Indian, especially girls and
boys belonging to the new generation, must also become IT LITERATE.

My party, in its IT Vision Document — and | am placing it on the
table of the House — has developed a comprehensive vision of how IT
and the Internet can assist in India’s all-round transformation. A specific
point in it is about how we can create as many 1.2 crore IT-enabled
employment opportunities in rural India alone.

I strongly believe that the INTERNET is the third greatest invention
of mankind, after the Wheel and Electricity. Its benefits must reach every
Indian. To begin with, access to the Internet in Indian languages, and
Internet-based education at all levels, including primary and secondary
levels, should be our goal to be reached in five years.

MULTI-PUPORSE NATIONAL IDENTITY CARD

Another point is about the introduction of a MULTI-PUPORSE
NATIONAL IDENTITY CARD. The President’s Address, in Para 13, talks
about a “UNIQUE IDENTITY CARD?” for each citizen in three years. |
would urge that it should not only be UNIQUE, but also MULTI-PURPOSE.

I do not have to belabour this point. Today a citizen has a voter 1D
card, ration card, driving license, PAN card, etc. Why can’t we have a
single MULTI-PUPORSE NATIONAL IDENTITY CARD?
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Making India hunger-free: Disturbing UNICEF Report

Madame Speaker, | am sure everyone in this House will agree that
the focus of all our efforts in development should be ANTYODAYA —
development of the Last Man in the queue. This means that the poor,
belonging to all communities, should have the first claim on the nation’s
budgetary resources.

Whether India’s GDP grows at 7 % 9% is less important than whether
the benefits of growth reach the poorest Indians or not. In this context,
I was most disturbed by media reports this week that, according to a
recent UNICEF report, “the number of hungry in India increased from
209.5 million in 2004-06 to 230 million by end of 2007-08”

Clearly, both the Central and State governments have to redouble
their efforts to end abject poverty, especially hunger, in our country.

Bringing Indian wealth stashed away in Swiss banks

Madame Speaker, An important issue came up during the recent
election campaign — that of the enormous Indian wealth stashed away
in Swiss banks and other tax havens around the world. Estimates vary,
but it is generally regarded that the amount is quite substantial.

I had myself given a lot of prominence to this issue in my campaign.
I must mention here that the JD(U), CPI(M) and other parties also had
raised this issue.

The Prime Minister’s initial response was dismissive. However, the
government itself submitted an affidavit in the Supreme Court confirming
that it is a non-trivial matter and that it is seized of the matter. The affidavit
also mentioned that the IT department had raised a demand of Rs. 78,000
crore against an alleged hawala dealer based in Pune.

As the issue gained momentum, even the Prime Minister stated in his
interview to The Times of India on 25 April that he would include the
matter of bringing back the black money salted away in tax havens abroad
in his 100-day Action Plan.

I am surprised to see that it is not there in the 100-day action plan
mentioned in the President’s Address.

The people of India want this money back, because it belongs to the
nation and must be used for the nation’s development. | would like to
know, and the entire country would like to know, from the Prime Minister
what his government is going to do in this matter.

No mention of corruption in the Address

Madame Speaker, | am pained to see that the government’s future
agenda of governance is eloquently silent on the issue of fighting
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CORRUPTION. Indeed, the word “corruption” does not figure anywhere
in the President’s Address.

It does not figure even in Para 31, which talks about “reform of
governance for effective delivery of public services”.

How can governance be reformed if the cancer of corruption is not
even recognized and no political will shown to cure it?

The Congress party and the government are today in a state of
euphoria over their electoral victory. Perhaps they think that corruption
is not an issue at all.

But | would like to advise and warn the Prime Minister and the
leadership of the Congress to look at what happened to Rajiv Gandhi’s
government. He had won over 400 seats in the Lok Sabha for his party
in 1984. Within two years, the most famous and politically explosive
scandal of corruption in India’s history broke out. It badly enfeebled the
government and ultimately caused its downfall in 1989.

The entire country knows how the Bofors scandal was covered up.
Some of the brazen cover-up actions, in terms of helping the main accused
in the scandal, were taken up by the previous UPA government. Some
shocking revelations came even as the election campaign was underway.

I do not want to go into all that today. The people of India know
everything.

Let not the victory of the Congress be interpreted in a such a manner
as to think that the people have given a clean chit to the Congress or that
they think that they are going to keep quiet if action is not taken against
corruption at high and low places.

Above all, all talk of GOOD GOVERNANCE REFORM is meaningless
without a resolve to fight corruption. The Prime Minister’s personal
reputation is at stake. He should prove that he is a strong Prime Minister
by taking stringent action to eliminate corruption in his government.

Some foreign policyissues

Madame Speaker, | shall conclude by making a few remarks on
foreign policy matters mentioned in the President’s Address.

India’s foreign policy must regain its central focus on our
neighbourhood. Recent happenings in our immediate neighbourhood are
a matter of concern.

SriLanka

The government of Sri Lanka has finally overcome the challenge of
the LTTE. But the manner in which the civilian Tamil population was made
to suffer is a matter that has shocked the conscience of the international
community. India must continue to stand by the democratic rights and

19

aspirations of the ethnic Tamil population in Sri Lanka. No durable solution
to the ethnic issue is possible without recognizing and delivering justice
and dignity to the Tamil people in the country.

Nepal

There has been a change of government in Nepal. | welcome this
development. The Maoists’ anti-India campaign was evident even in the
recent developments in Nepal.

Let us wish the new Prime Minister, Shri Madhav Nepal, and his
government success in dealing with the challenges facing the country.
On our part, India must work to regain the strength of the traditional ties
between our two countries.

Bangladesh

I am disappointed to see that there is no mention in the President’s
Address of the problem of illegal Bangladeshi immigrants in Assam and
elsewhere in the country. India must take up this issue with Bangladesh.
First, the government must do what it has been asked by the Supreme
Court to do.

China

India should work for normalization of relations with China. There
should be no let-up in these efforts. However, it is of utmost importance
to ensure that India does not convey, even inadvertently, the impression
of bending over backwards to please China.

Some recent reports about further Chinese assistance to Pakistan’s
nuclear programme are worrisome. China also continues to rake up the
Arunachal Pradesh issue. The people of India expect the government to
be firm in these matters.l
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Synopsis

One should not be in the race for taking credit of welfare and
developmental works. | am happy to note that you have promised to do
what we wanted to do. | am proud that the chief ministers of four BJP ruled
States namely Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,

Rajasthan and Uttarakhand as also the NDA Governed State of Bihar
have increased the quota of reservation for women from 33 to 50 per cent
in their respective States.

The Government says that it would provide rice at the rate of Rs.3/
- per kg. to the poor. But the Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, a BJP ruled
State has already been providing 35 kg. of rice at Rs.3/- per kg. since 2007.
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The quota of rice for Chhattisgarh was 61 thousand metric tonnes that
time but the Central Government has reduced it to a mere 953 metric tones
i.e. a whopping reduction of 97 per cent. What | want to say is that there
should be no discrimination against any state irrespective of whichever
party's rule is there. But the Central Government has been discriminating
against the state of Madhya Pradesh. A list of 31 crore BPL families has
been sent by Madhya Pradesh but the Central Government is not providing
foodgrains for them. Similarly, the supply of coal to Madhya Pradesh has
also been curtailed. The State has been grappling with power crisis. There
is draught like situation. The hydro power projects have almost come to
standstill in the State.

I would like to state let the Government launch and run the schemes
it likes, but they should be implemented in a fair and impartial manner. |
am pained at the fact that neither in the Address nor in the action plan
for 100

days, there is a mention of going ahead with the establishment of six
AIlIMSs. The AIIMS was set up in the country 58 years back. Thereafter,
population increased multifold, but no subsequent AIIMS came up. In my
tenure of 10 months, we had acquired land for them, we laid foundation
stones for six AIIMSs and even earmarked Rs.6 crore under Budget head
in the vote on account for the same to construct their boundary walls.
However, even after five years of this Government's tenure no further
work was done thereon. We even initiated action to upgrade the six
existing AlIMSs.

Then, in the paragraph 25, there is a mention of creating equal
opportunities for women. The Government propose to accord priorities
to the literacy, employment and political empowerment of womenfolk.
However, it fails to address the root cause relating to the very birth of
female child. If a female child is not allowed to be born, how she is going
to be educated. The female foeticide is committed on a large scale in the
country. Itis the biggest crime. 'Laadli Laxmi Yojana’ launched in Madhya
Pradesh is a very good scheme to check female foeticide. Unless female
foeticide is stopped, the other three objectives cannot be fulfilled. So far
as the women reservation is concerned, there is no commitment as such
in the President's Address to get the Bill passed. However, it says that
the Government

intends to take measures in this regard. The measures would be taken
and the promise would just be fulfilled. The time frame has to be spelt by
the Government as to when the Women Reservation Bill would be passed.

Para 42 touches and ends with the mention of cross border terrorism
on Indo-Pak border. The most pertinent topic remains untouched. Today,
Pak is building up and enhancing its nuclear capability. | am pained to say
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what we achieved during Atalji's rule, has been lost under Indo-American
nuclear pact. We have imposed self-restraint on any future nuclear
explosion and in case if it is carried out, the pact become null and void.
The Prime Minister has to reply what steps the Government are taking to
deal with the nuclear capability being augmented by the Pak. In this very
paragraph, there is a mention of Tamil Lankans. Could we afford to sit
silent at the inhuman atrocities being committed against our Tamil
brethren? We should send our delegates there to assess the situation and
suggest what measures could be taken to mitigate their sufferings to the
extent possible. Then, in the paragraph 45 there is a mention of Indian
diaspora. On one hand, we term them as our undeclared ambassadors, on
the other hand we come across the reports of their sufferings abroad.
What pain me most is when a responsible minister of the Cabinet says
on the TV Channel 'what could be done since our mission are under
staffed'. The people are not

bothered about the mission being under or overstaffed. We want our
people and children to be safe there. Lot of will power and determination
is required to fulfill the commitments made in the Address. What message
is going to be conveyed to the people of the country if the ministers make
such statement showing helplessness? Hence, a delegation consisting of
young Parliamentarians be sent to Australia so that our people there
could feel that someone is there to take care of them and the Government
is sensitive to their cause. It should not take long time and nor there is
any difficulty in it. Our President has talked of the aspirations and the
hope of our youth. Whenever, there has been a crisis, our youth have
played their role very responsibly. | am happy to see a large number of
young Parliamentarians having been elected to Lok Sabha. | congratulate
them. | look forward to the aspirations of the people being fulfilled by
them. However, the Government need to take steps to help them fulfill
those expectations. | have word of caution for the Government that the
youth cannot wait for long. The youth gets impatient if there is inordinate
delay and that impatience has in it the message of resentment brewing in
them. It is accepted that we cannot change the picture in 100 days, but
we can chalk out a blue print for the same. The Government has to
formulate such a blue print. The people have elected them to govern the
country and we have been

assigned the role of the watchdog as Opposition. We would support
the Government if it undertakes good measures. We would caution the
Government if it committed lapses and delays. Likewise, we would also
caution it if it does not deliver. We would oppose if they make mistakes
and lapses. We would put to the test the promises and points made in
the Address and see if they have been accomplished or not.m
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Let's make a new beginning

If Government does, we’ll certainly reciprocate
— Arun Jaitley

“Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, this is the first address by the Hon’ble
President after the elections to the new Lok Sabha. Democracy, itself, Sir,
is a great leveller, and, elections in a democracy themselves are a leveller
except that they can occasionally produce harsh results, which involve
winners and losers. But, democracy itself, when it produces winners and
losers, confers upon the winner the great sense of responsibility.

Today morning, when | came to the House, | thought that when the
speakers from the Treasury Benches initiate the motion, that burden of
responsibility will confer a sense of modesty and humility. And | must
express the deep sense of disappointment that | found it grossly lacking.

However, we, in the opposition, certainly do not intend to be provoked
by this attitude of lack of modesty and humility which a winner must
inherently have because we were told from beginning to the end, where
most of us, in the opposition, have gone wrong and where our conduct
and attitude was to be found lacking. Those who are defeated in an
election also have a responsibility in a democracy and that responsibility
is to conduct yourself with a certain amount of graciousness, have a
certain amount of dignity, but, at least, have a sense of determination and
fulfil the role which is conferred on you. And, Sir, that role which is
conferred on us, | can assure you, is a role which we will discharge purely
guided by national interest. There are going to be several areas where we
are going to support and even endorse the position of the Government.
That is what is expected from us. There are going to be several areas
where we have to caution the Government, particularly when certain
pitfalls are visible. And when we find the Government going astray,
needless to mention, we are going to fiercely oppose the Government on
those occasions. That’s a responsibility which is conferred on us and |
can assure you, this House and the country, through this House, that
various sections of the opposition in their own way are going to discharge
this responsibility which is also a responsibility which is conferred on us
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in a democracy.

Sir, | have no hesitation in admitting after a lot has been said about
the election results that for me and my party the election results were a
disappointment. We accept that with humility at our command.

But, at the same time, we are conscious of the responsibility that
these election results have conferred on us. Sir, we read some very clear
messages emerging out of these election results and some of these
messages that we can read very clearly are that the electorate of this
country is conscious of the fact that we live in an era of coalitions and
an era of coalitions can also occasionally bring disturbances and even
roadblocks in the functioning of the Government. Perhaps one of the
great motivating factors to the Indian voter was a great desire for political
stability. And, therefore, the electorate, pursued by that desire, gave to
the Congress Party over 200 seats. Let them, therefore, be very conscious
of this fact that 206 seats in Parliament are not akin to 403 seats in
Parliament that they got in 1984. And, therefore, the manner in which they
have to conduct themselves must also be conditioned by this fact. The
electorate did want political stability and, therefore, in the last five years,
when we found the Government lacking on several fronts, it may not be
een as an endorsement by the voter of India of areas where the Government
was found to be wanting. There are several areas. We can have a
discussion at an appropriate time over them. But, it was this desire for
political stability and when this desire for political stability has given them
a larger number of seats, the Indian voter is now not going to accept any
alibi for non-performance. In the last five years, it could be blamed on the
allies. Today, it’s being sought to be blamed on us. But, once you have
afigure which is closer to the half-way mark along with your allies, no alibi
for failure is going to be accepted this time for which you have got the
benefit of doubt in the last 5 years. At the same time, the Indian voters
have shown an immense amount of maturity. But even when we were
losing, in a large number of States where the non-Congress parties have
performed well, those non-Congress parties, including my own party, our
allies in several States, some others who have moved away from us, either
got an overwhelmingly large number of seats in those States or in some
States, at least, got an absolute number of seats, and therefore, this is a
clear mandate as of the electorate as we understand it today. | also do
understand that the mandate today is also a representative of an
aspirational India; people want India to grow. But we are cautious of the
fact that when they want India to grow, this growth is at two levels.

Itis at a level where there is a segment of our population which has
not been able to benefit from the benefits of that growth process, and
therefore, when the President’s Address very enthusiastically mentions
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phrases of great achievements which have helped those sectors, the hard
reality is that that sector is still under-privileged. There is also another
segment which is an aspirational India where the aspirations are larger,
and understandably so, and therefore, this mandate also reflects on the
Government desire and the electorate desire to really perform as far as
these areas are concerned.

Sir, | had said in the beginning as to what role we intend to play.

In any Westminster system, the conventional role of the Opposition
is to oppose. But in evolving and maturing democracy, this role has also
evolved, and therefore, as | said, our principal object when we will be
guided by national interest is, how to strengthen the country. We have
to strengthen this country in terms of making its borders secure, we have
to strengthen this country in fighting terror within the country, we have
to strengthen this country in our endeavour to help the Government so
that it can vanish all forms of poverty and sufferings. We have to
strengthen this country by even pursuing the goal of social justice. Now,
these are several areas of strengthening the country. One of the principal
desires of an aspirational India is to become a developed economy by
2020. Now, in each of these endeavours, there are areas where we will
support the Government, there are areas where we will caution the
Government, and there are certain areas where we will be required to
fiercely oppose the Government, and when | read and when | heard the
hon. President’s Address, | was a little disappointed on one score. | did
expect a mention, an emphatic mention, of the manner in which racial
attacks are being carried out against persons of the Indian origin in
Australia. Now, this is something which is very current and contemporary,
and any sensitive Government which says with a sense of pride that we
have million of Indians in our diaspora living abroad and living all over
the world, would have been concerned with the plight of the Indian
community which is being subjected to such inhuman and racial attacks.
I think, it is an oversight as far as the draftsman of the Address is
concerned that this one important area which is extremely current and of
great sensitivity to every Indian is missing. But without emphasising that
any further, | think we must all in this House as in the entire country
resolve to stand behind the Government in its endeavour to pursue this
case with the Australian authorities and to make sure that these kinds of
inhuman and barbaric attacks on persons of the Indian origin are not
repeated any time in future. Sir, when | said we will support the Government
on issues, | can draw satisfaction from certain areas of the President’s
Address.

When | read the Address, | also read my party’s manifesto and | have
no hesitation in saying that there are several areas which are of common
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national cause for the entire political community; our roads may be
different, but the ultimate destination is really the same, and, therefore,
the emphasis which the President’s Address has given on achieving a
high growth and a low inflation, I think, is something on which we will
stand solidly behind the Government. The President’s Address, in terms
of the desire of the Government to legislate the Food Security Act so that
the impoverished people in India living below the poverty line can have
the benefit of 25 kilograms of foodgrains at affordable prices, is an
inherent path of the Right to Food. And we do believe that this Right to
Food, as a large number of liberal economists say, is a populist scheme;
this free distribution of rice or cheaper distribution of rice or wheat is a
burden on the Exchequer, but in the political community, since we are
directly concerned with the plight of people who suffer, this is, in fact,
far from populism. It is a Right of Food and the benefit of the Government
resources, the Exchequer reaching the weakest man and, therefore, in
States which have been implementing, particularly Chhattisgarh,—now,
I am told, Orissa has also started it—it has worked every effectively. And
if the Government brings this, really implements this Right to Food, | have
not the least doubt in saying that we, in the Opposition, would strongly
stand behind the Government in implementing this across the country. As
for the determination which the Government has ostensibly expressed for
having a zero tolerance as far terrorism is concerned, my party had
occasionally felt, in the last five years, that the Government was soft on
terror, and we were amongst people who were considered as those who
really stand by this phrase ‘zero tolerance on terror’.

Accusations were hurled at us. | am not going to say, for a moment,
that it is my ideological victory or my party’s ideological victory that you
have been compelled to use the same language, after 26/11, which we
have been using, but if the Government, really, effectively implements this
zero tolerance towards terror, there is no reason why we will not stand
behind the Government while this is done. Sir, the ‘one rank-one pension’
issue was raised by us in our manifesto. The Government had said that
they would examine it by the end of June, 2009. | would seriously urge
the Government to not merely examine it but also to concede to this long-
standing demand of the Indian Armed Force. | think they secure our
country and they deserve the benefit of not being treated in a
discriminatory manner and, therefore, the “‘one rank-one pension’ demand
of the Armed Forces should be conceded to at the earliest.

The Women’s Reservation Bill has been pending for years and years
together. In the last five years, we were disappointed because, repeatedly,
we were being told that the Women’s Reservation Bill would come, but
even the introduction of it had to wait till the very end of the Government.
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And, therefore, the seriousness of this Government in introducing the
Women’s Reservation Bill and seriously approving and supporting that
Women’s Reservation Bill was itself doubtful. The

Government has said that they intend to do so. If the Government
does so, | am sure, as far as the BJP is concerned and as far as other
segments of this House are concerned, we would strongly stand behind
the Government in supporting that Bill in the next 100 years and.... Sorry,
in 100 days. | am glad that Mr. Yechury who is also going to support us
and the Government on this Bill corrects me. If this Bill is brought and
passed within 100 days, | think, the credibility of Indian politics itself will
go up because we have been promising the voters and the women of India
that we will give this reservation, and for almost a decade this has been
pending; it is about time that we did it in the next 100 days, Sir.

Sir, there is one issue of caution that | have, on which the President’s
Address does not state anything. During the earlier tenure of this
Government, in the last five years, there was a lot of debate as far as the
Indo-US nuclear deal was concerned. Some taunting remarks were made
in that context even today. We had repeatedly said that we stand for a
close cooperation between the United States and India. But the nuclear
deal should not merely be the touchstone as far as determining that
relationship is concerned.

There was a genuine apprehension that we had agreed to some areas
where we felt we should not have agreed. | do not go into that history.
But there are going to be three areas in the days, weeks and months to
come where our own autonomy and independence is going to be at test.
The three areas are those where our stand and that of the United States
is significantly different. The signing of the NPT is one area; the agricultural
negotiations in the WTO is the second area; and the capping of the
carbon emission norms in the climate change negotiations which are
going on is the third area. | am sure the Government which has followed
a particular course of action, which has been the consistent national
stand as far as India is concerned, is conscious as far as the interest of
India’s agriculture is concerned and India’s industry is concerned. The
agricultural negotiations have not proceeded significantly in the past five
years. Now there is a considerable amount of pressure on us to yield. The
Indian position in short has been that unless our agricultural farmer is
really a sustenance farmer he cannot compete with the subsidised farming
as far as the United States is concerned, the European Union is concerned
and the other subsidising nations are concerned. We must bear in mind
that as far as these areas are concerned nowhere in the world foreign
policy and trade policy necessarily go together. Europe and United States
are occasionally raised against each other as far as trade policy is
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concerned; though they may have the best of political and diplomatic
relations with each other. Because ours is a sustenance farmer, he cannot
compete this huge amount of subsidies that the developed countries
give, which must come down. The Government of India in the last five
years has pursued this stand and pursued it vigorously. India is being
blamed by the developed countries for not allowing the deal to go
through. On the contrary, we are being told that you reduce your tariffs
so that the subsidised agriculture can come and invade the Indian market.
Even if it did not invade the Indian market, it will, at least, prevent our
surplus from going into the global market, compelling our agricultural
produce to be dumped in our own market and depress our prices. So those
subsidies really are a death knell as far as the Indian farmer is concerned.
Without any significant reduction in those subsidies, by just concealing
them into the environmental category in the green box, today there is an
effort to get us to fall in line and sign that deal. | wish to caution this
Government that this is one area — the hon. Minister of Commerce, Shri
Anand Sharma was here just now — where the Government would not
yield and stand by what our conventional Indian position is. The climate
change negotiations are currently on. There also, the effort is that the
developed countries have already had and tasted the fruits of development.
They have a huge amount of industrialised growth and therefore, their
emissions or what pollutes the environment is far higher than us. Now the
entire effort is to trade in that pollution and ask the developing or the
weaker countries to buy it because our emissions are reasonably low; or,
to cap it in such a manner that our further industrialisation itself can get
capped at certain stage. If we agree to some of those proposals, it will be
capping our growth itself. Therefore, while maintaining the best relationship
between India and the United States, | think these are areas in which the
Government of India will have to be cautious as to which course it really
has to tread on in the course of coming months and years.

Sir, at certain places, when the President’s Address talks of
Government’s achievements, | can quite understand that a new
Government, enthusiastic with a positive mandate, may exaggerate its
own past performance. At the same time, let us be very clear about where
we stand as far as the state of the nation is concerned. We always refer
to the GDP growth rates. | cannot see any significant policy, during 2004-
09, which really related to improving upon the GDP growth. In 1991, we
started a particular process. The policy decisions, between 1991 and 2004,
accelerated the growth rate as far as India was concerned, because the
growth is substantially entrepreneurial. There was a boom in the global
market. The going was good, and we also looked good in the whole
process. But the test of great administrator is not that when the going is
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good that you are at your best. What happens when the good is not so
good? And, in the last one-and-a-half years when the going was not so
good, we virtually saw the Government which was paralysed as far as the
economic decision-making was concerned. Therefore, the Government
could have a legitimate alibi to say, “My allies didn’t allow it. My friends
didn’t allow me to do so.” But, today, it has lost all those alibis. Therefore,
today, it has to really perform as far as its own performance is concerned.
Five years saw a lot of indecision.

You arespeaking in terms of patting yourself on the back as far as
employment figures are concerned. The 2004 manifesto promised 1 crore
new jobs every year. Then, we should have had five crore jobs more as
of today. We used to hear every year, words called ‘Outcomes and
Outlays’. This time that is missing. This expression ‘Outcome and Outlays’
is now replaced with Performance Reports. It is just another name; it is
a synonym for Outcome and Outlays. Now, as far as the Outcomes and
Outlays of 2004-05 are concerned, as against these f ive crores of jobs that
you promised in the last five years, how many have you effectively
added? The Commerce Secretary’s statement two days ago stated that
the export sector itself had lost 1.5 million jobs. The industries are closing
down. It is a hard reality. The industrial growth has slumped.

Look at infrastructure. | was just going through the infrastructure
figures of the last five years. Now, the figure states, relating to the Golden
Quadilateral project, which were started and contracts awarded pre-2004,
98-99 per cent completed. Now, when you look at the progress of the
North-South and East-West Corridors, you have a figure of 7300 to be
constructed. But only 3541 have been constructed. In Phase Il1, out of
the figure of 12,109, which were to be constructed, what have been
constructed so far are 827. This means that less than 7 per cent of Phase
I11 of the National Highways has been completed. And we pat ourselves
on the back and say that infrastructure is doing very well. The murmurs,
which we heard at the stage of the Cabinet formation, which is the Prime
Minister’s prerogative, that some people are to be kept out because they
found that they were the road blocks as far as infrastructure is concerned.
The Left never told you, “Don’t create any infrastructure.” Your own
friends were given the responsibility. Now, when we look at the Railways,
we were told that the Railways was a very populist area in the last five
years. In 2008-09, that is, the year which is just over, to attract 1 crore of
private investment, an investment of Rs.25 crores has been tied up. What
has been received is not a single rupee. Twenty-six stations have been
identified for making them world-class stations. They said, “The railway
stations will look like airports.” Not a single railway station has changed
nor has any improvement been seen. Even the tendering stage has not
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started.

Now, shipping. It was told that new berths for major ports would be
created because the trade load is through the berths. So, they planned
to create 52 berths between 2006 and 2012.

Three-and-a-half years of that six years’ period is over. So far,
contracts have been awarded only for six berths. This is how infrastructure
is moving. Then, we come to rural roads. The plight, as far as rural roads
is concerned, itself is a matter of great concern. As regards the agricultural
sector, | saw a phrase, a phrase borrowed from the American political
phraseology, where the hon. President says, ‘my Government gave a new
deal to agriculture.” President Roosevelt gave a new deal in some other
concepts. So, this is a ‘new deal’ to agriculture where a record number
of farmers have committed suicide in five years. We pat ourselves on the
back that the Indian agriculture has become a utopian situation. They talk
about irrigation, remunerative price for the farmer, rural infrastructure,
drinking water, electrification, etc., and now we are told that all these
promises will come. But | am wondering how these promises would be
implemented. You have to be a decisive Government in order to generate
economic activity so that governmental revenues could go up. If the
Government has more money in its pocket, it can certainly give free ration
to the poor, and implement all the social schemes. But, you are an
indecisive Government. So, how are all these promises going to be fulfilled
at a stage when you have a record highest fiscal deficit as far as India is
concerned? In the Interim Budget, the Finance Minister said, it is six per
cent. Now, six per cent was considered a figure which had been deliberately
depressed. Once the actual figures come out, the figure will be known. All
economists tell us you add the off-balance sheet items to that six per cent
or the extended figure of six per cent. You add the fiscal deficit of the
States. Not one man is going to accept that it is going to be anywhere
below double figures. It is going to be well into double figures, much more
than twelve per cent. And with a twelve per cent odd fiscal deficit, there
are only two ways you can finance it. You become a high-tax Government,
and if you become a high-tax Government, it has an adverse affect on
growth again. Or, you generate economic activity by being a more decisive
Government. Now, | think, this is an option which the present Government
has and it has to decide which option it is really to follow as far as its
economic roadmap is concerned.

Talking of the situation in our neighbourhood, | was very curious
why the Foreign Policy chapter, as far as this speech is concerned, was
somewhat inadequate. It was quite extended in the February Address of
the President. In the February Address of the Government, the Government
was patting itself on the back saying that as far as Pakistan is concerned,
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our diplomatic initiatives have brought Pakistan on track; Pakistan has
now fallen in line; it is cooperating. There is a lurking doubt in India
whether the trial of the person who masterminded the attacks on Mumbai
in 26/11 is, by any internationally-accepted standards, a fair trial or a
collusive trial. There are doubts and suspicions being expressed globally.
The Pakistani Prime Minister has now responded by saying, ‘Kashmir is
the root cause.” So, whenever Pakistan wants a hostile attitude to be
developed, Kashmir again emerges, and that is again a reiterated stand
that the Pakistan has taken. How do we see our borders? Our borders can
never be secure if the spill-over of what is happening immediately outside
our borders gets carried into India. So you have Taliban which is creating
turmoil in Pakistan; you have the Maoists creating instability in Nepal;
you have the LTTE problem, which we all hope, gets resolved as far as
Sri Lanka is concerned. You also have the Huji which has, besides illegal
migrations from Bangladesh into India, that the Supreme Court referred
to as an invasion of India, has now made Bangladesh into a base for
engineering all domestic attacks which take place, as far as India is
concerned.

So, we are a country which is now surrounded on all sides...... So,
you now have a situation where on all four sides we have the Taliban,
the Maoists, the LTTE, the HuJi, and we have Pakistan which is not falling
in line! I think, the Government must now stop this; electoral victories are
sufficient to prove a point.You must now really think in terms of tackling
this situation.

Sir, the 26/11 trial is perhaps the most important of the terrorism trials
which have taken place in India. We are told by the hon. Home Minister
at some stage, and it is an argument which | heard for the first time, that
the general 1Q of the Members of his party is higher than that of my party!
I have never seen political debates falling to this level. Suddenly | realised
how all the gentlemen with a superior 1Q were masterminding this
Government as far as the Mumbai trial is concerned. The first thing we
did was appoint an ineligible person as the prosecutor so that the global
community watching the trial will say that the whole trial is vitiated. The
second thing we did was to send an incorrect DNA of Kasab to Pakistan
and then suddenly say that it was a clerical error.

The third thing we did was—and | do not know what happened to
the lady thereafter—we were told, ‘we now discovered Qasab’s mother
who is coming to meet him and that we are a very liberal society, we are
allowing her to meet him’, and then we did not hear of her at all. Sir, such
sensitive trials are not conducted in a shabby manner. I think, those who
boast of a very clever 1Q, their performance must reflect this adequately.

Yesterday, Sir, two important events have taken place. The Hyderabad
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police has said that three terrorists have again entered India with the idea
of creating terror. But the second, more important, event has taken place.
The U.S. has clubbed us with Pakistan and issued a travel advisory that
visitors must not visit India because India is no longer a safe place to
visit! It is the first time that this has happened. | can imagine this happening
if this country were in chaos. The Home Minister rightly said, ‘“We reject
this and we will call upon the U.S. to withdraw this advisory, India is
perfectly a safe destination.” We all join him in that request. But why has
a panic of this kind been created? The panic of this kind gets created when
the Government assumes a certain amount of arrogance to itself and the
Government starts believing that it is the sole repository of all wisdom.
So, when a cricket tournament was to be held in India and State after
State said that we will hold it and no worry, what is the difficulty? India
is such a large country, holding one cricket match every evening in one
part of the country is not a national problem, but it was the Government
of India which created panic. And, the Government of India said, ‘We
would not allow this to happen.” So, the domestic cricket tournament went
to South Africa. That day, we had cautioned the Government, ‘Please
understand the consequences of this. The consequences of this are
going to be that you are going to be clubbed with Pakistan. People will
stop investing here because India is not a safe destination, tourists will
stop coming here, travel advisories will not come. What will happen to
the Commonwealth Games?’ So, when the Government of India created
panic, the Australian Davis Cup team said, ‘India is not a safe destination,
we would rather lose and concede, but we would not play in India.’
The United States has now turned around and issued a travel advisory
against us. | think, this Government needs to realise that it seriously
believes, which we all do, that India is a safe destination. The Government
of India must seriously stop treating each one of these issues as purely
partisan. A large number of India’s polity and governance is non-partisan,
and, therefore, we can in national interest rise to the occasion and not
create a panic of this kind merely because some demand is being made
somewhere and we must being on the other side of the political fence
necessarily oppose it. Sir, the Government has given a large number of
programmes and schemes in the President’s Address. But normally a
President’s Address is much more than a catalogue of governmental
schemes, particularly after election in the first five years, it has to be a
vision statement of next five years. The vision is lacking in this document
but it is a catalogue as far as Government schemes are concerned. The
Government implements these schemes, some of these schemes we will
fully endorse and | wish it the very best. We in the Opposition will
certainly cooperate with the large number of these schemes, many of them

42



are in national interest, but we would also like to set a particular yardstick
by which we will measure this Government. | said, we are not going to
oppose merely for the sake of opposition, we are going to be supportive
of several areas. We can caution them of several areas. What are the steps
this Government is going to take to make our borders secure in order to
manage the situation, which is taking place around our borders, and
improve upon the domestic security as far as India is concerned? How
will the Government rise above this propaganda figure that we kept
inflation under control? Inflation came under control not because of the
steps of this Government but inflation came under control because you
had a global recession and therefore, the slowdown impact was felt in
India. But we are in a strange situation and the hon. speaker from the
Treasury Benches said that our economy is different from world economy.
Yes, it is because even in a recessionary trend foodgrains prices have
continued to rise and therefore, there is a significant amount of foodgrain-
inflation, which affects this entire ‘right to food” that we are talking about.
Therefore, what steps will the Government take as far as this is concerned?
How will the Government expedite the infrastructure creation? You are an
alibi saying that the choice of the Ministers last time was under compulsion,
we changed them; we brought better people. Well, we are very happy, we
compliment you for doing that but please tell us what are you going to
do as far as infrastructure creation is concerned? What are you going to
do beyond patting your back to improve the lot of agrarian India in terms
of rural infrastructure, in terms of procurement prices as far as farmers are
concerned, to get them to rise as far agrarian poverty is concerned? You
have a very tall promise that you are making India slum-free by 2014. Sir,
the present set of Indian politics will get the greatest credit, the Government
will get the credit if it does that. We will support the Government in every
measure to do that. But then there must be an expectation management,
which any person with some level of understanding of politics must have
and, therefore, the Government has laid down a very important test for
itself that in 2014 India will be a slum-free India. If people see slums it will
be synonymous for the Government failure. Therefore, the Government
is going to be judged by the standards that it has now laid down for itself.
The issue of unemployment, which | had raised, both rural and urban
employment, and to foot the bills of all these schemes, which are contained
in the speech. Is it going to be a very high-tax Government?

Is it going to start a decisive decision-making process? How will it
handle the multilateral dialogues in the climate change negotiations, in the
WTO in the months to come? Two important areas, Sir, which need to be
mentioned.... One is with regard to the misuse of several institutions like
the CBI which took place in the last five years.
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Every time an ally supported you, the case against the leader of that
ally was downplayed by the CBI. The moment you had certain acrimony
with that ally, the CBI expedited as far as case on him or her is concerned.
We need structural, including legislative, reforms to maintain the
independence of institutions like the CBI, because, in the last five years,
the credibility and the autonomy of that institution has completely
destroyed. It has not been diluted; it has been destroyed. Some of the
most eminent thinkers in this line have publicly expressed their views as
far as this subject is concerned.

Sir, now, | come to the issue of Sri Lankan Tamils. The rehabilitation
of Sri Lankan Tamils is something on which the Government of India has
to play a pro-active role. | come to education sector. Sir, | read statements
of the new Minister of HRD who has been promising a lot on this front,
both in terms of elimination of illiteracy, primary education, quality global
education at affordable prices, etc.

Therefore, these are all the areas. When the Government lays down
a road map for various Governmental schemes, these are all areas where
we, in the opposition, laying an important yardstick and judge the
Government by its performance in each one of these areas.

Sir, | have a few suggestions to make for the Government before |
conclude. The hon. Chief Minister of Bihar has repeatedly said that Bihar
needs a special package. In fact, a lot of backward areas need it. Sir, Bihar,
particularly, after the division of the State, needs it a lot more. This is one
area which needs to be seriously considered by the Government. Sir, the
hon. President’s Address mentions a desire of the Government to bring
a law which has been hanging for the last four or five years to check
communal violence. The right things or even the good things that the
Government wants to do have to be done in a right manner. Shivrajji is
here. I think, he has conceived this Bill. It went to the Standing Committee
and ultimately it was found and there was an overwhelming opinion that
law and order is a State Subject, can the Centre legislate on this and if the
Centre legislate, the code eventually become some kind of an encroachment
as far as the federal structure is concerned. It is because it would directly
enter into the law and order areas. Now, this is one area the Government
has to keep in mind, particularly when the Government goes ahead as far
as this proposal is concerned.

I am glad, Sir, that the word ‘D’ is back. The word ‘D’ in Indian politics
means ‘disinvestment.’

Sir, 1 am glad that the former Home Minister effectively endorses
what | have said. There is a provision in the Constitution that the Centre
can take consent from two State Legislatures, pass a Bill and it will apply
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only in those States which then keep approving that Bill, because it is a
subject which comes under the purview of State List. So, you have
promised something in the President’s Address to deal with the area
which squarely covers as far as the State List is concerned and the
Parliament does not have legislative competence to deal with that area.

Sir, as | said, the ‘D’ word of Indian politics means ‘disinvestment.’
When | heard Shri Satyabrat Chaturvedi advocating the cause of
disinvestment, I thought that was hearing Mr. Arun Shourie. This was
borrowed wisdom. | am glad that it has travelled to the other side. But,
it need not be regulated merely by a policy regulation which was applied
to each one of the PSU across the board. Please examine the case of each
PSU where do you require 51 per cent and where you don’t require 51 per
cent. The whole intention must be to keep efficient performance of those
companies which are valuable assets and also see that the resources can
be used.

Finally, Sir, something has been said in the President’s Address
about the Sethu Samudram Project. | would only urge the Government to
seriously examine before mindlessly saying that we will go ahead as is
where is, because we have the mandate.

What is the cost-benefit assessment as far as this project is concerned?
What is the amount of investment that you are going to make and what
are the kind of returns required in coastal shipping? There have been
several people who have conducted economic studies, and they have
different views on this subject. If you are so keen to go ahead, rather than
polarising the society — as Mr. Keshava Rao said, | am sure the
Government will follow his advice not to polarise the society — seriously
examine the alternative routes. When you take steps of this kind, you
obviously find some kind of social discontent taking place. And, | am
sure, the Government will seriously consider that it need not start on the
wrong foot once again once it has got a mandate to rule the country.

I wish the Government the very best. | am sure the Government
started in the President’s Address with some intentions for the future;
but, at least, in this House it started with a sense of acrimony. | am sure
the Government will overlook what its representatives have done today
and, at least, carry on with the spirit that the Prime Minister said to the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, “Let’s make a new beginning”.
If the Government does, we will certainly reciprocate.

Thank you, Sir.

45

ARIA
ﬂﬂ@ﬂ%ﬁer?w%‘raﬁ@mﬁwmﬁa%ﬁﬁ
AR & ©F I gHAT 7| 84 Oy ®u & o9 |0 i
oiN 31TQTﬁ NECUN Eﬁ ‘Hd(h PNAT gﬁ—‘TH
3l I8 PR B H BIs [Zafbaee 8 & b gamal & uRems

@
R U e fFReem o) &9 S9 e & ofd 9=a € o fb gama
el 7 g AW B RGN WA @ WRS RO H W TS HRUT
o INHfaE W@ @ §21 M iR Wa 39 Aomfde i @
AT A IT TS G H W A Al IRA™ AT IR e a1
Rafd @1 &t ff ©er & |

I Y IRAT AdardaRll o drl gRveddr fearl g1 # 39 9a
BT A FHSIT g fF o S §H SR WK goT € 98 Weddiel WRd
BT T B I B, AN @R T IR e & Uy W AN 9|
BART 43 Jeed Ig BN fd IS 29 & AR < B DA Y3e
AT Q| B < DI el B GG THR < BT GBI HIAT
ENTT | EART JAT9 BN f6 WR$R @ Agg &1 WY arfd I8 9 JdR
B TWE AR PRI Bl R PR D | ABADIE] ARG D G FEOIAI
H A UP T I 2020 T MR BN TS fApfad eferdwen =1 enm|

F oo urdf & U wwonm uF @I A uer iR Y IS ded H
o1 feafdaee 781 2 % @o &3 W § W 5 W Ienfie 9ger
T Th B 8 IR e & AFImer § oA e ® &R A=
TERHIT W™ SR e g, # wwemar g 5 J e S qmen @
Roradr 89 | FHIT BT | IASART BT A0 GTe GREAT SR
P I BT Seold IRAT 2| G T8 PEA H oK1 N Hag T © b
B9 fquer § WRBR P S W < H HHEAMad B P (Y ARBR Bl
FHAT PN | BH SMABAIE Pl YUY H FAG PR BT IRGd H FHAT
IR T AR AWOT UF H Uh ¥ UH U HE B ST AT 2|
Wﬁaﬁrw%a—gﬁﬁzoog%sﬁwsﬂaﬁwwmﬁ
Wﬁmﬁwﬁwﬁﬁﬁwﬁ?a—gﬂmmmﬁ
gfeds WRA A AT @ od 9Ag | '

R | ARl IRV fAERes o auf | dfd uer g1 ¥Rl db
fh $Hd RIWUT B & oIy TSR BT fd qdb Tlel HeA TSl |
T e & 999 & fory SR & Uiy | A | s
uiE auf § IR RIS WRAN] TRR B dR H BIwl = o T8 oY)
B IR—9R I§ Pel o7 b 89 SFNIHT R 9Rd & 49 e wu
¥ HEAN & UEER E |
B AFET S AT | g8 VS aRdidd RieT off fb |me U & o
weafd ¢ & off o9 R g wenfa 78 < ey off | 'W e dae
Wl S fae R & Seold FRd B

46




# 2004—09 & AR N VN HEEQEl NI B TR @ U g
ST 6 g<Ta H Adhd BYe] ST b b ¥ AR o | g9 ufaay
IR SR IRTT Ted G FRA U | 39 THI I8 Ve MG B | o
R iR aRET Tl & o W e ufided o U g | oy
AT & a1 39 el deadd - I8 <er o fb Faid e 9 1.5 ffes
AIHRAT BT @1 T B SERT 98 B I3 2 | g FSPHl P g A
ffar @1 vy B 99 gufa dedl € 5 AN WReR 3 ¥ B
wu fear) & &1 g8 991 w9 © Rrd oo 9w aul § feamr @
Rere F=m H AN g8 | 9 R4=ms, f6am & aven Jed, JHior
AR, WISTd, fIRIMavT T Jood A &1 I W qEIg 99 TR0
WR PR By o w § Sl IRd § Seaaw i grer gd @1 2 e
I PR P! WHR 9 O & R AR M0 Soa IR WHR a9 Il
g d 9@ e W gE ufded wE ue|

IEUfd BT JAHITT fagwr N & Hew H orguta |

IMEARY & HRAN] & AT H I§ BT [RARYT o | TRBR TG
Pl J§ PEP? UERN T &l AT & wfbwd™= & dag § desdlfad gsal
# qIfpwE FE el W AT AT 8 | UfhWIT & A A8 HEPY
I e & FER g RO & od: o9 A Ui IR gl I
Pl G ABAT & BYAR FEl SR HR AHET 3 Gl B | FAR AMN
P AT J9 qP GRIG T8I B Fhdll O TP b < DI ARSI A G
B dTell HeAR BT FWR BH WX USAl BT

AR U ReIfar @ o8t AR AR @R% arferar, Aeiard), forg ok
Bl 81 WRBR BT 34 A @MY | 26 /11 BT GHaHT ACiparal Gbadi
¥ Aol geHedr 2 S 9RA H ATl TSl 91 Wl W P, 98
AR AIISTD B FYRE Bl o | A 9 PAE BT AT SLUA
U U @ Ao o7 3R fiR dhld @1 6 I8 e dwoeRkidd
g o 3R T a1 HEE B 7Bl IFH AT 7 B OAFART <A
oT| 39 TRE & HAGTRT HeH! Pl Told dd A Y& Fol [bdl Sl
a1 |

3 Hew@yol I g% 21 wvav@e gferd q @el fb A smdward
JdHaE B & IR ¥ g9 9o 21 Wg g Fg@yul a1d I8
ge & omRaer 7 & wfewe & @ S R © ok s war @
2 & origsl &1 IR # AT TE A A1y @IS A b oy WRa
9 GRET WU A& YeT B Ugell IR AT g3W B YE WA off 74 b
FE, BH AP AWDHR IRA & AR TH SWERPT P 39 FAE B 09
o9 @ g HEd, WRG QI GRE W UH R @I 2| 89 99 S
9 SRY H WA €| 9Rd 391 991 <9 § b <% B TP 2R A
W IM B UH fhde T IR DS TEF FAT B T TR IRA
WHR 7 I8 = Uar far 2| safey e fhee = <o st #
BU| ART I8l R I FRAT 98 dR S R®ifd 9Rd U GREET wIH
TE ', Wed T A §8 PR Q|

IRA VP YRR I 2| 4R WRGR B 9 IS el bl TR

47

F ApAT AR AR T Iufd b AT F Bl drRiHpH iR
Ao & B | 39 SardS § qRERIAT BT Mg § R®iife Siet dd ARBRI
AR BT HE 8, g8 U Al BN 2| WRPR S A8l Bl
fparad e © IR HOoF Al & v 89 59 WAR &
@Wﬁ%lwaﬁgﬂﬁ@ﬂmﬁﬁmwﬁaﬁqwﬁ
JAR® JREAT BT GIRA & oIl H&q IoM ARV | JoT I 39 TRBR
§RT SO T HeAl & RO PR A T omE Ry a8 Aifers A

TS, SR aﬁm@wwaﬁ$mﬂ$waﬁ§aﬁﬁ7ﬁaﬁ
Ui guf § B ET o1 BH LS. Sl HRensil & Wl Bl SRR
gq & forw dunfie wAfed elmTd GuRl @ smawaedr @ Fife o
/= aut e &1 faegaar ok w@rRar [ e | @A 8

fER & w9 §=1 w3 AR dEd @ § F 9ER o te faey
TSl P SMATIRAT 8| IR H BBl BT &3 B SHDT SMITIHAT
2 U8 TP VT &F B AN R WReR g THRAT 9 faR fRy o
P AMALIHAT | IROR Bl Il 3R B & Al & IR § &=
G BRI | S8l 319 51 ufererd gffel oxd € &R oigt 8ng 51 ufoerd
BT T8l PRd 8, 39 AMdl & PUA UAP AIASlh &F D IUbH
B SE BN g7 e R SRl & U BTl eRIER §, S
gl feTed BT g9 REH ® IR uE N <@ ® fh S At
B SN fHar S A |

A wsH RIS & IR H {8 HET TAT 2| BT AR A e
e fhar 2 ok 39 aRASHT TR SHd 31l T—3TelT faar 8| WK
DI Jpfoud AN &I THRAT § S Bl a1y W

48



Present Situation of the country
IS much more complex and treacherous

— Arun Shourie

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would like to have this opportunity to
follow Mrs. Jayanthi Natarajan on the President's Address, and, |
will be taking advantage of the presence of Mr. Antony to really
begin with the paragraphs 41 to 44 which deal with foreign policy,
which is an area of your pecialisation and interest, and, paragraph
12 which deals with defence, and, then, come to the economy, and,
finally to what | regard as most important thing that needs to be
resurrected and which came to be neglected in the last few years.
I shall be pointing out, Sir, that the situation is far more complex;
in many ways, the situation is treacherous much more so than is
evident from the President's Address, maybe the customary homilies
are there only for that reason, but the situation is much more
complex and treacherous, and, therefore, it would require much
more greater effort on behalf of the Government and it will require
all of us to join hands on constructive matter which come before
the country in this regard.

Sir, of course, | would have liked the result to be other way
round but | am greatly reassured that of the available alternatives,
the result that has come about from the elections is the best
possible from the available alternatives because | was mortified of
the hurtling of the country towards not just the splintering of the
electorate, not just coalitions but coalitions with weaker and weaker
course, and, therefore, less and less effective governments, and,
that has been stemmed for the time being, and, secondly, Sir, the
senior Members of the Government of this new Cabinet are ones
whom we can trust would not ignite that kind of adversarial
reaction as happened in the last few years. For that reason, | would
really follow what Mrs. Jayanthi Natarajan has said just now about
the spirit in which we must approach these problems.

Sir, the lesson for all of us is the same that inside this House,
we should really make it a competition for better ideas, not just for

49

thumping the tables about problems but for coming up with solutions
and a competition for solutions worked out in detail, and, outside
this House, wherever, whoever is in office, to provide exemplary
governance.

Sir, the reason why | mention this is that it is true that our
country has limitless potential and we have only had a glimpse of
that in the last ten years. But it is equally true that there are several
countries which had the spurts of growth of eight to ten per cent
at a time, for fifteen twenty years at a time, but ultimately, fell into
what is well-documented

phenomenon amongst economists, called the 'middle-income
trap'. If you look at Philippines, Thailand, Brazil, or, Mexico, they
all had very high growth, and, then they just coasted along precisely
because of disarray in the field of governance, politics and public
life. It is for that reason, and, in that spirit, Sir, that | shall take up
these problems because | also feel that there has been, in India, a
consensus in practice; whoever has been in office, wherever and
whenever he has been in office has tried to do the same things,
and, has been obstructed by those who happen to be in Opposition
at that time. | have had this experience of five years when | tried
to continue the policies initiated by Dr. Manmohan Singh and
others and the same sort of things repeated later on. So, | do hope
that this election will mark a new beginning - there are persons for
whom many of us have had greater affectionate regards like Mr.
Antony, Mr. S.M. Krishna and others -- and that we would all join
hands in the types of things that need to be done. For instance, just
now, apart from her observations on POTA, Mrs. Jayanthi
Natarajan read out a list in fighting terrorism is a list on which in
many of the matters, Madam, | can assure you that you will find
the same thing in statements, representations and recommendations
of all of

us. The Unified Identity Cards and so on, all of these things are
matters on which there is a consensus in practice, and, we must
translate that into a consensus in fact, in execution.

So, Sir, I will first take up paragraph 41-44 which deal with
foreign policy, and, as Mr. Antony is here, | will then take up
paragraph 12 which deals with defence, and, then, come to the
economy. Sir, in these paragraph, as you will notice, all the familiar
phrases are there like 'we want peace’, 'we are for a peaceable
world', 'we want close relations with the United Nations', ‘we want
close relations with China’, ‘'we want close relations with Russia’,
'we want Pakistan to be unified and prosperous' and all these
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things.

But, Sir, the situation is much more complex. When, under
your chairmanship, we discussed the attacks in Mumbai and its
aftermaths, | had urged several things, the Prime Minister was
here at that time, but I recall only two of them and you will see the
consequences of disregarding those simple things. One of my
points had been, "Please don't get into this business of sending
evidence to Pakistan because you will actually then be putting
Pakistan in the position of a judge". They will say, "No, this is not
right. This is wrong". But, exactly the same thing happened. | had
mentioned it as my first point and my suggestion was, "Don't run
to 'mummy’, that is, to the United States so as to deal with
Pakistan". But exactly the same thing happened and the result is
that in regard to Pakistan, we are exactly where we were after the
Mumbai attacks. Second, we have become, in my view, precariously
even dangerously dependent on the United States for dealing with
Pakistan and for dealing with the threat from China. We have to
remember two points about the United States with whom we want
close friendship, and the paragraph is very eloguent on this. One
is, it is today dependent on Pakistan, not the other way around.
Second, it is dependent on China, not the other way around. It is
dependent on Pakistan because of the fact that they want to
continue somehow the fight which they have begun in the region
till a time when they can make an honourable exit. Second point
is that for financing the bail out packages, which are imperative for
saving the United States' financial and economic system, they are
today dependent on China continuing to buy United States treasury
bonds. China already has the largest holding. And, thrice in the last
six months they have shaken the tree of the dollar. The United
States is each time reminded of that But we Think 39 <elmH
TR W BH @B dxal dhd o Sir, | mention this because |
apprehend that there will be three new developments in the coming
months and certainly in the coming year, to one of which Arun had
drawn attention. But there are three developments that are going
to cause great problems, and | would urge the Government to be
candid with the House to take the people of India into confidence
in regard to each of these so that the acrimonies that we saw in
the last five years do not occur now. The first is that the next steps,
the steps which were there implicitly and explicitly in the statements
of our interlocutors from America that next steps in the nuclear
deal will now begin to unfold. The first of these is, Arun mentioned
this and as you know, Sir, with your vast experience in these
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matters, that 2010 is the year for the review of the Non Proliferation
Treaty. And there will be enormous pressure on India to sign this,
not just to sign this but to sign this without being recognized as a
nuclear weapon state. Please don't make hairsplitting arguments
on this. It has serious operational consequences. Second point will
be, there will be pressure on India to sign the CTBT along with the
five-six of the countries so that it comes into force even though the
United States Senate has rejected the CTBT. And, the pressure
will be that we must sign it without what we have been insisting
on, an internationally verifiable mechanism. Third, there will be
pressure, it has already begun in their statements, for signing the
Fissile Material Control Treaty. Again, we must sign it with what
is now being termed as a 'nationally-verifiable mechanism' and not
an internationally-verifiable mechanism. Our drafts, as you know,
and our speeches in Geneva at the Conference on Disarmament
always were, "No we will not sign it till there is an internationally-
erifiable mechanism". I will tell you why. The United States and
one other country have the capacity to verify whether fissile
material production has been capped or not. So, what will happen
is, as they shut their eyes to the proliferation activities of A.Q.
Khan for years and years, they will say, no, they have stopped it
but India has not stopped. So, we said, no, it must be an international
mechanism for verification. In the draft, which the United States
placed in Geneva in May, this phrase was inserted. And while in
the first round, the statements of the Indian representative were an
unambiguous reiteration of our position, within two days; there was
an ambiguous statement. Fourth, we will be asked to sign the PSI
on which the Prime Minister himself, as you remember, had said
that in its present form it is discriminatory and we have reservations.
Finally, Sir, there is a proposal for a much tougher additional
protocol of the IAEA, much harsher than was under consideration
last year. So, this is the first point of pressure as all of these things
bear on defence. | am sure, Mr. Antony and a very seasoned man
like Mr. S.M. Krishna would be alert to the consequences of our
being dragooned into signing all these things.

Sir, the second point, which will come as a point of pressure,
will be pressure of resuming the so-called 'peace process' with
Pakistan and the essence of which will be concessions to Pakistan.
I mention this, Sir, because it is only because of one member of the
previous Government that the concession, which we had almost
got to be made in 2006, was stopped. It was for withdrawal of our
troops from Siachen down from the heights and to convert it into
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an International Peace Park. It was stopped at the last minute and
I wrote about it and expressed gratitude to that particular person
at that time. Now the US has concluded that it is stuck in
Afghanistan. Pakistan is central to its efforts. Within Pakistan, the
Army and the ISI are essential. Therefore, the US and other allies
must provide to Pakistan what it wants. Therefore, if they want F-
16s, if they want arms, which will clearly be used, not against
terrorist, but India, well, you have to satisfy them on that. But the
Pakistan Army and the ISI will not be satisfied just with arms.
They will require concessions being made by India which they can
hold up within Pakistan. So, this pressure will certainly mount. And
the only reason we have had some respite in J&K is, of course, the
valour of our forces. But it is really also because Pakistan has been
busy with its own problems. In the end, you know that they are
fighting the terrorists in the NWFP and in Swat. But they are not
doing anything to the terrorist infrastructure based in Punjab and
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. In the end, the only way for them
to deal with the monster, which they have created, would be to
deflect that energy into India, and we have to guard against that.
Sir, our going on appealing to the US 3R wg, <1, I97d1 §B Pel,
is not going to work. | will draw your attention to two things. Sir,
just recall the sequence that has taken place in the last two weeks.
The New York Times published a report based on American
intelligence sources that Pakistan is rapidly escalating its nuclear
weapons production programme. This was around 12th of May.
On 14th May, the US Secretary of Defence, Robert Gates, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mullen, were
testifying before the US Senate Committee on Armed Services.
Just see what happened. The Senator in question, Senator Webb,
says that he has seen written reports by credible commentators -
- he was referring to this report -- that Pakistan is actually adding
on to the nuclear weapons systems and warheads. And he asked,
"Do you have any evidence of that?" Admiral Mullen said one
unambiguous word which rang in the whole hearing. He said, 'yes.'
So, four days later, at the State Department, the spokesman was
asked why they are going on giving the seventeen billion dollars to
Pakistan in aid. They are expanding the nuclear weapons
programme. After that, the Senator actually has said something
and that strikes me as something that we should be approaching
with enormous concern.

We are talking all the time about the potential that Iran might
have in nuclear weapons capability and the consequences of that.
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Here is a regime which is much less stable. They are acquiring
this. Why are you not linking these two? Five times, the State
Department was asked about that and they said, "No, no. We are
not going to link." So, you will see that they are not going to do our
work and look after our interests in this regard. Nobody is going
to do it. Sir, the third point that bears on defence and on foreign
policy is that there will be much greater pressure even on
management of our own security. You remember, Sir, the outrage
in India after the attacks in Mumbai. You remember the
consternation in India as to why the Government of India was not
doing something in return. All sorts of wild things were said. | have
said that wild things should not be done. It's only one thing that
could be done. And, one answer or one fact of the matter or one
explanation was that actually India has not built up a singular
capacity that can work in such circumstances and that is to do a
Kashmir to Pakistan in Pakistan. That is one answer and the other
answer to which | want to draw your attention to is, there is an
answer that is given by the American Secretary of State, Mrs.
Hillary Clinton. In another hearing on April 23 before the House
Appropriation Sub- Committee on State, Foreign Affairs and Related
Programmes -- Mr. Antony will see this -- while they were talking
about the attacks in Mumbai, listen to what she said. It is the
future. She says, "We worked very hard as did the prior
administration to prevent India from reacting.” And she says, "But,
these people will continue these attacks. Therefore, we do have a
lot of work to do with the Indian Government to make sure that
they continue to exercise the kind of restraint that they showed
after Mumbai." She went further and said, "There have been a
number high level discussions." The Prime Minister has come. Mr.
Prime Minister, Sir, | was just talking about the testimony given by
Hillary Clinton, Secretary of State in the House Appropriations
Committee about the aftermath in Mumbai and she said, "We
worked very hard as did the prior administration to prevent India
from reacting." And she said, "Actually these types of attacks will
continue. So, we do have a lot of work to do with the Indian
Government to make sure that they continue to exercise the kind
of restraint they showed after Mumbai." She went further. The
Prime Minister is here; maybe, she was wrong; he will tell us. She
said, "There have been number of high level discussions including
between the US President and the Indian Prime Minister on the
sidelines of the G-20 Summit in London. To do what? The quotation
is "Raising the issue of how India can do more to clamp tamp down
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any reaction on any front like Mumbai could have provoked." Now,
therefore, Sir, we must bear in mind that this is the kind of pressure
that will come. Every country will act in its own interest. It will act
in its own interest as perceived by a handful. It will act in its own
interest as perceived by a handful at that moment. Today, Saddam
Hussein is very good as a counter to Iran and he must be financed,
patronised and encouraged. Tomorrow, he is the devil. Today, the
Taliban are very good. They must be created; they must be
organised; they must be fired up; they must be armed to throw out
the Soviets. Tomorrow, they are the devil. Therefore, Sir, my first
point is for Mr. Antony. My dear friend, Tarlochan Singh is here.
After Mumbai, he quoted Guru Nanak. Exactly that is what we
need. We need to do much more to build up what the Chinese call
‘our comprehensive national strength'.

He said Please look not at the endearing statements of one
ruler of Pakistan, | am transient fellow or not. (H) and all those
activities continue. Look at the nature of Pakistani State and
society. Has that changed? Third, 1 will come to this about China,
its aim, the capacity it is acquiring and what it is doing actually on
the ground to which I will just turn. Don't recreate and make a
world of make-believe, a sort of world, which led us into a ditch
in 1962. Finally, in regard to the United States in dealing with
foreign policy, please look at the objectives of the U.S. in this
region, its perception of current state of affairs, as | mentioned to
you, of who they regard as central, and third its present compulsions.
Then you would have a more realistic view. Sir, | come now to
paragraph 12 which deals with defence. Sir, | have 4 points to
make. First, it is not Antony's fault, it is not any particular person's
fault, but it is a fact that both in the acquisitions and development
of our weapon systems, we have not progressed as rapidly as our
engineering, technical capacities entitled us to progress and as the
situation demands. It is said that this is because allegations are
made, inquiry starts. Therefore, the honest officers delay the
decision. That is not the case. Sir, the point is, just now also you
had to freeze acquisitions from 7 firms. The fact of the matter is
that these decisions get delayed because the inquiries are made to
drag on forever, and because the guilty are not punished. Therefore,
my request to you is three-fold. First, act with lightening speed on
those inquiries; second, punish; an exemplary punishment to whoever
is guilty; third, demonstrate by your own actions that you will stand
by the honest officers. This is required. There is nothing controversial.
But | can give you an example. Just now, there are allegations
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about some Air India fellow getting caught in some trap. Why don't
you sequester. The telephone conversations of that ordinance chap
were tapped for three months before his arrest. You get the
seizure memo from this Air India fellow's house, what has been
recovered. From what we know is that the management of that
Ghosh's accounts were recovered from this Air India fellow's
place, and there are all sorts of reports of where he had been
visiting. Sequester. Get hold of all those visiting registers. Then you
can make a demonstration that yes, we will conclude this trial, we
will conclude this investigation in two weeks, in three weeks, and
thereby either you blacklist some firms or you get rid of some
firms. That is one point on acquisitions. Second point is, | have
been on the Defence Committee, and we have all been very
supportive. The country is proud of its scientists. But it is also a
fact that many vital DRDO projects have got greatly stretched up.
Arjun tank is just one example. | do not want to give many
examples of this kind. But on the other side, India is one of the very
few countries in which in the private sector, technical, engineering,
scientific capacity has been built up in a very big way. So, this is
an area in which we really should push ahead what everybody has
talked. If 1 am not mistaken, even the Prime Minister has said
about public-private partnership. But | remember the Defence
Minister and others saying this that we should push it. Tap the
energy and expertise which has developed in India so that we
really become much more secure than we are at present. It always
amazes me f& sR, uigde waex Iy, RyeRer smwfi| But we do
not feel insecure when the entire weapon system is bought from
a private firm abroad.

So, that is my first point, Sir, on acquisitions and development
of weapons, and you will not find its mention, at all, in paragraph
12. The second point, Sir, is on civil-military relations. We have
never had an occasion, never in 60 years, when the officers who
were in senior most positions in the Indian Armed Forces had
returned their medals when they came out on the streets, as
happened just a few months ago. And it was not just because of
'one rank-one pension’; the point is mentioned in paragraph 12. It
is because of the entire approach of the Pay Commission in regard
to this. And they feel that yes, there is an extreme shortage of
officers in the Armed Forces. In the Army alone, there is a
shortage of more than 20,000 or 25,000 officers and that is the
shortage which is hitting in the field-formations because everybody
is packed up in the headquarters; that is why the officer and the
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Jawan relationship is getting tenuous and, therefore, you have
cases of suicides or assaults as Gill Sahib and others would note.
In spite of that, the Pay Commission, Armed Forces feel, was so
controlled by the civil servants and others that the Civil Services
got much more and the Armed Forces did not get. That is a much
wider issue than the just 'one rank-one pension' issue which deals
with only retired officers. So, | would urge you to please look at
that entire gamut; maybe, expand the terms of reference of the
Committee which you have set up in this regard, beyond that single
question of 'one rank one pension'. The second point, Sir, here, is
that actually speaking, there is a deeper problem in civil-military
relations, and that is a feeling which many people in the Armed
Forces have because | happen to go to them, very often, for
lectures and other things, that they do not have the voice in
determining threat assessments and strategic responses in regard
to that. This is not a partisan matter. It is not that the UPA did it
or the NDA was doing something else. Over the years, they had
not been involved as experts in this whole formulation--1 do not
want to go into this because it involves delicate matters. | will give
you just one instance. Sir, in 2006, the Armed Forces, Mr. Antony
will remember, were asked to draw up a national strategic paper,
you know, on assessments and responses. Do you know--1 am
sure, you would know, Sir, --that since January 2007--we are now
in the 2009 June-that draft prepared by the Armed Forces has
been lying on or in the desk of a civilian officer and has not moved,
so much so that the former Chief of Staff of the Army, Gen. Ved
Malik, was constrained to go public on this 3R ¥ @1 ¥= & |
And it is this matter, the civil-military relations, Sir, that, | feel,
should be attended to. They are not reflected in paragraphl2.
Sir, the third situation | have is that by looking at the sequence
of things that are happening, because each time whenever there is
an assault on India, we turn out to be, actually speaking, a country
without options, we go through many types of fa=rar wrd @ar &=
J % IR I8 919 BT FW B HW T, HW P 9 T8l 2| We go
through the cargos, the motions of doing something, not doing
something, because we have not built up the capacity which a
pacifist country, a peaceful country must have, and that is to deal
with the entire spectrum of violence; not just nuclear weapons, not
just one terrorist, but the entire spectrum, because the enemy
chooses what kind of violence that he will unleash. Now, Sir, in this
regard, | will draw your attention to one small matter, and because
my good friend Raja is here, | will take that up, Sir. Sir, you look

57

at the end of paragraph 9. Because Mr. Chidambara is in the
Home Ministry, he is attending to systems; he is not just shuffling
individuals; he is not just holding meetings.

He says--this is quite the kind of words that he had used--
"Enhanced information and intelligence sharing on a real time
basis, would be made possible by the creation of a net centric
information command structure”. | am sure that these words are
not there because they are fashionable or current words, but
because this is the capacity that we should acquire. But you know,
as the economies get integrated, they become more vulnerable. An
integrated power grid can be hit at a few points and the power
supply to North India is finished. When you have net-centric
command structures, as has been done in the Defence Forces and
Mr. Chidambaram is going to do it with our police forces, you
become capable but you also become more vulnerable. In 1989,
the President of China at that time declared, "We will recruit an
army of hackers", and they demonstrated this capacity again and
again by targeting the Pentagon system. Every fortnight they have
a report on this. They have a strategy of hitting at the acupuncture
points of the society so as to disable it. Now, Mr. Raja is my very
dear friend. But | have watched, Sir. | have never said this in
public. | have watched with great dismay the initiatives which
were taken with the Armed Forces and found the Ministry of
Information Technology building fire-walls around our infrastructure,
building fire-walls around our banking and financial transaction
structures and building fire walls around our airport and railway
traffic control systems. These are the acupuncture points, the
integrated power grid. A lot of effort was started in this direction.
I don't want to make any allegation. | watched with dismay and |
would only plead with Mr. Raja, please do your best, as | am sure
that you will, in regard to this because it is not just net centric
warfare, a command structure. Behind that lies great vulnerability
as well as great potential. The next point is this. | can give you an
example. In the United Kingdom and in the United States, for this
very reason--because they had seen that backdoors were put,
because they had seen that things were built into chips, which can
be triggered by magnetic pulses-all telecom infrastructure from
China was banned. There was a note of the National Security
Advisor, when | was there; to this effect and how suddenly that
has been disregarded is a different thing. If we talk on these
matters later, | would disclose to you the papers and the minutes
of what transpired in the meetings. So, this net-centric type of
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things is very necessary, but it also requires other work and,
therefore, | would urge upon Mr. Antony, please pay great care
that we associate with you to this question of meeting the entire
spectrum of violence in this regard. The next point is the imminent
threat. Mr. Satyavrat has mentioned this. He said, "China has
encircled India", and he urged upon the Government to pay attention
to this. But the fact of the matter is that on two counts, because
of outsourcing or paralysis of our Government, this encirclement
has got greater scope and has been speeded up and facilitated.
One was the paralysis that occurred in regard to the developments
in Nepal and the ultimate outsourcing of the foreign policy to my
friend, Mr. Sitaram Yechury. That had consequences. It gave
China a great opportunity in Nepal.
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Synopsis

In the President's Address, an attempt has been made to
present agenda for five years of this government. This agenda
presents ten main points. Firstly, it has been spelt that the
government is committed to maintain internal security and communal
harmony. It appears that during the last five years, internal security
remained largely disturbed. The reason was that the elements like
naxalites, Maoists,

ISI, SIMI were involved in creating disturbances and terrorism
also increased very rapidly. Meanwhile, POTA was scrapped and
as a result of this, fear got dispelled from the mind of the terrorists
and they felt that the new regime was softening its stand towards
them. The incident of 26th November at Mumbai was outocme of
that feeling. This incident requires consideration of the matter in its
entirety as to where shortcoming occurred at the level of Central
Government or State Government or at some other level. Constitution
of an inquiry commission on this issue will reveal so many things.

Second point has been mentioned with regard to communal
harmony. Unfortunately it was stated that priority should be given
to a specific community in regard to resources of development. |
feel that issue of poverty should not be associated with any
particular religion. Poverty and prosperity cann't be defined on the
basis of religion. But the Prime Minister of India by giving such
statement tried to destabilize communal harmony instead of creating
communal harmony. A conspiracy to play vote bank politics. Effort
has been made to attract a particular community towards itself.
Communal harmony cannot be created with such things. Poverty
is a curse for this country. If it is not dealt with effectively and
mere speeches are delivered, it will never come to an end. A
declaration has been made in the name of food security that they
will provide food grains at the rate of Rs. 3/- per KG. But providing
food grains at the rate of Rs. 3/- will not eradicate the poverty. We
are not able to eradicate poverty in spite of being self reliant in the
field of food grains and India is on 93rd position among 119
countries in Global Hunger Index. The schemes which have been
framed for the poor, have not been implemented properly. Public
Distribution system and Food Security Schemes are not functioning
properly. So many schemes are being pursued but there is no
coordination in their implementation. Had there been proper
coordination in implementation, we would have been able to eradicate
the poverty. The poor people are not getting the benefit due to the
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lack of plan. So, their population is growing rapidly. Our domestic
loan is Rs.34 lakh crore and foreign loan is 221 crore dollars. The
growth rate is seven per cent. The power generation is the base
to strengthen the economy. There was a fiscal deficit of about 5.6
per cent has been evaluated in interim budget. For the last some
years the Government is taking the loan of 3 lakh crores every
year. This loan will be Rs.34 lakh crores till March, next year. The
farmers are living in hardships. About 14.7 per cent farmers have
committed suicides. They are committing suicides due to the rising
prices. The prices of everything is rising. Common man is helpless
for getting the food. You have prepared the 100 days plan. There
is no mention about farmers, poor people and fiscal deficit in the
President's Address. m
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