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Foreword

The rule of Congress led UPA-II government is marked by
unprecedented food inflation, high price rise, fiscal mismanagement, bad
economics and complete chaos causing lots of hardships for aam aadmi.
In its tenure so far UPA-11 is now better known as Mehangai Badhao
Sarkar catering to the whims and fancies of the hoarders and black
marketeers. It is highly unfortunate to note that even in the face of repeated
protests and criticisms the UPA-11 government callously remains indifferent
to the rising prices making the poor reel under heavy economic pressure.
The recent hike in petroleum prices is an example of government's criminal
apathy to the hardship people are facing in their daily life.

UPA-II is failing to control rising prices mainly because it lacks a
vision that inspires its leaders to ameliorate the condition of the masses. It
now banks on somehow befooling people at the time of elections through
tokenism and hollow promises while acting contrary to people's
expectations while coming to the power. The only mantra that guides it is
the mantra of power. Somehow coming to the power and then using to
serve vested interests of different cartels, profiteers, hoarders and black
marketers is the sole goal of the Congress party. That's why its promise to
rein in prices within 100 days of coming to power has come to a cropper. It
could not uphold its promises to the masses because promises made to its
patrons constituted of various cartels, profiteers, hoarders and black

marketers outweighed its commitments to the people.

In the parliament Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha Smt. Sushma
Swaraj took the government to task for failing to control prices even after
repeated assurances. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Shri Arun Jaitley
expressed his concern over dwindling credibility of the UPA government
in the eyes of the people. Former BJP President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu
said in the Rajya Sabha that the government was intentionally allowing
the food grains to rot. We are publishing these speeches in the booklet to
make everyone aware of the real issues behind the failure of the UPA-11in
controlling the prices. We hope that this booklet will equip our readers to
question the economic policies of the Congress led UPA government and
arm them in the fight against unprecedented price rise.
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91eq & HE IS | 98 39 7 Bl
fore arRT 4 3ifiarsd &vdr 8,
g8 qrag 8 — HIV QU1 39 '
HEMTE 7| 59 $9 <9 HI Yol qrerw 4 3y1et, Fdd, Jd,
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B9 BAYY Y8 T 579 ATH 24 HC B WIKR, 25 BRe’] Pl I8 =4l 8
oY 3fIR 26 BReNT Pl AU Folc I B AAI fad w1 S A
SISTet 3R UgTel & <41 | gl &1 =9l &R STell | 89 Fad! T
SICHT AT 1T | BH | AT A JSHY qoic M99 G 32 o | Bl
gq AT 8T ofl, TR | AUl e | IS T Y | | diIHT
PR Y IR Had 39 & & 979 9 T2, T 39 WIR W
TRE—RE ¥ TAIT g9 P DI BT | MY AT & b Herd
URAITE I U8l SR dr A 3N &, 89 S difdrd uRvifa dab
o TT | B S TR G b bR | T8 3T 91 = b oAbl
AT & T TR Tl & 31X A<l Ul & U iRl SATaT ©, SIferg
Y T H 8 | ARIRD G GeH & ol WRBR &R BADS B
TN 1 ARl © 1S9 aR 1 fhar | § S9a R & ST =78
TTE! | AR Q9 7 Q@ 3R AT | Afbel H U a1 e Fobell g,
o ST Ad 32 U9 ¥, 3R S99 #d H ¥ ivadl Ai¥aai &f ger faar
ST, A7 WRBR ASTHT H & S | §H A& BT SIIgs A[hST 272
2| U8 543 B AaA 2| 3 289 HF TS o | gy B AT 21
2| 3R ISP T "l <, Al 268 99 ST & | ST § der
el 8 1 Tl AR R ARPR il off, AR g9l diR )
TRER N Y | &H I8 o o & Sfiaq @ 91g +ff 359 |9e+q o
M @ 1, Ay U8 RBR ATHALT HXA1, STAARE]
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HRAN] DI S8IF 3T Fofe H SIofd 3iR Ugid & T dei o 3R
26 ST B, ¥ IR HEIH 918, $8I+ QIaRT Siofdl 3R UgTd & &l
H gfg 1 G990 B AR T IR T8I AN AR 4TS 19 B
Al TE SR | @i B 2ol Ugel I 7e off | SR @HT Udbr b
SU T HEAT PR T | 3eger Sfl, g1 Bl HEd & — PHITell H ATeT
et &R I8 g™ & TR9 & A1 gam | § e ared! g b
g9 WX HIE-TeId WRPR 81 <l | I§ ARDR Haa-Teld 9l g 3R
I8 WEHR faearadrd WY € | ...(TauT™) Sasidl &7 daTel o, 3
T IR GABR AT <, A FEH & 1 TR FIbR Y o |

e ST, FHASIar HI dblol AT fb T8 IF MM IMEHT Bl
QIERT FADR A B dTS PIg A8 ad, ol 3T gD AU |
g1 A UBel 60 BUY fbell fdep dTell &1l g1 & d1a 90 B
T = AT | F1a | el 25 BUY b drell =il go1d & I
35 JUY % @I & iR 3pdl ST R o7 RET & & A 3R Fedl
BNf1 | U7 T8l M Pel 9% SIRA? A I ygel 17 JU !
fdeh1 aTelT 3Tl FATd @ 918 20 B 41 | A1 A Ugel 20 B0
fdep+1 aTell A1ael gA1d B dT8 25 U fdeT TR FA1a | Ul 40
B0 fdeh= ITeTT Uglel g1d & 18 51 U fdeb 38T 8 | Ugiforad
T3 FEd 2 o SRS a9k % 19 g€ T, gfory B9 9T Y

H UgIforad w31 Sl & del U U= Je-T aredl g a1 foad #2
S 9aT § o S 2008 # IACRIER II9IR H FHed Jdl & a1 3T
97 T 2008 H 134 SfeR U Rel & 219 A AR IR H
Fed Tl BT & AT Wifh Td 3T &1 T8l e | I I FHY
M R T8I qeRI? ISl 74 SfeR AT &R © | U9 &1, T W
leps TeTd 27 a¥ 2008 H 134 STeR U aReT o 31X 377 74 SfeR
Tfc IRl € | 379 T <M g3? IR bacl U —— 2008 DT AT
AT A UES BT ATl AT AR 2010 BT ATl GG B d1& Dl AT
2 3R ¥ B fIvarTard ®ed 8 & Y g1 4§ usdl &M T8
9T | ST BT WRAR §, [HRIE HRd 8, I MM Pl g8IS ad o,
<IfhT STd gATd ST ST &, AT 1 9 M ATSHT DT Yl O ©
3R 9 379 TH e @ |

el Sfl, Uil 3R Sioted & <™ &3 FuiRda fea o €,

3 3R OT8 AN

IAD! fhar H D AeFH ¥ W& Bl gdMT A1sdl 8 | & B
fITROT BT H IR T MIeIDH B © | I8l Ocd & — RIS
IR BT TH | AT Ocd & — Sl Foal Il AT BT &, 39 W
ST aTell PR ST | AIRIRT e & — SIl I8l JAThR dedl el
gRenferd 8rar 8, Rurg fhar SIar 8, S9 WR oF 14 dTell YaTgal
SET 3R =T T 8 — AT §IRT ST ST aredT Q) &) | 3
IR} A BT FAATHR ULl &I S T 8IdT 8, ST SUHRHT <l © |
H U IR YD A USRS I el R qar arsdl g fb
T AR & Il BT & TRl <9l ¥ iR fAafad <wii # Je«
IR < 4, 31 faafia <2 § STl 8, wifd SMRepT g
BT AT fABRIT < 8, IR PIg SHR el bR bl | SHB
g H W AT BAR I8l BT IR © | d W UM AP © |
TR H USTel WX 42 URC, JUTed § 31 UR9e, ey § 24
R¥IC, SfieidT H 37 R¥iT, IMRET H A3 14 URIT 3R YR H 48
TRIC X ¢ |

SIoTel TR ATt | 20 UfIRrd, =urel | 22 Uferd, aieeer
H 24 Ufcerd, siiciaT H 5 Ufderd, JuQ H 16 T 3R 9RT
34 UfeTd oI oI § | Ha SATET $R §HAR Tl ST STl & |
319 XTSI B GT HRd &, H ATYD! Gl §, JR §H ISAT Dbl JoiT
PN, AT ULTel TR A SITaT R & ST Ue9T 7 33 ufaerd iR Siotat
R I SIIET R § AERTE H 26 Ufed iR aFl 8 I
BIURTRIT X1 © | T8l db RIS 916K & &l Bl |dTd
2, B 99 R =101 98I o Adhd & | BF MU Aot DI U B
80 HICIId SITATT R & | BAR <2 H ol WU Pl badl 20 Ul
B I BT 2 | Sy 9gd gl A3 & oY 89 RIS
TR TR PN & 3R a8t <™ feiRor gaR g1y # 81 2| ofde
B U PR Bl FERT A T B ©, BH YISOl el Tl
oI 2, B9 BeeH ST fhdHl ol &, BR TSl F 9ol cad favarT
ST &, U8 ol 89 Y DR © | 3 gk I N Bl T § b
BH D! RISl H 7 oY, Fele XS | MY | 3FR 89 el YT
ST 1 SUHRHT QIR AR | §9 SITUT 3R ®del RIS
IR H §a] g3 &9 SUHIRHT UR 18T STelT | AT Hedl b | &
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HE BN T, eIy # STPI ARIRT 91T § G e g, AR
O ¥ g ATET § | 3R Pl Aol 200 U H A & 3R IH
UR 5 I o ST B, O 98 el SUHIRhT ®I 210 B9 H
fAerfl | 3FR 200 TWRI BT IH AT HT TH dSHR 220 T BT 7T,
T SUIRHT BT 231 BYY a1 BT FIfch 220 BUY GG Pl A 3R
JH UR 5 U & &R 9 11 BUY S oI | 3R T 89 5
JIIRIT &1 ol Fele XC ¥ 5 U &R §, Tl SUHIHT DI 200 ST
DI ST Ugel el 205 U H 3R M J8&HR 220 T & W)
AT I T8 AT el 225 S0 H i HR 5 U &1 27| 59
I BT B YISl SYC! & W0 H A ol 8, 981 Felc € I
fea, oifh aven SIS @& U # 9@ el A9 € | S/ 5
fererd SISt Ige Ugiferdd, ded ddl WR o Il B, 7.5 wfrerd
SIS W AR 7.5 U USId UR o IE! & | 99 3 Uvd &1 48
32 I fh 91 79 vRaTg H $E o 3Mfeve W o WK | dohle
TN ¥ HRATS Y, AT R SAfeTe W foy 911, a1 596 aR
H ¥ U IE! GeITd JATDH! <l g | AT I8 3ASUe WU o qehd
2 f a0 Roi & Y9y =gzt Refm af a1 ot € 1 89 &9 &
HH PR BT ARG IR SUHIHT TR 7 STef | oifhd 3 I8 BTeld
2 o O19 SR 9191”9 ¥ ded &, Al fad #41 @l 1% Raer
Sl & T WSIMT 9= &1 9 377 A7 | SiY 81 <1 de7T, S8
FUR AfARTH BR AT I AR T AR AR TSI 4T IS | 1Y
AT TE BRa & 3R 31T A B FEd & b fAeh By 5 T |
PR PH el P © 3R BH PEJ © b PR BH PR &l | TH Ped ©
— 3RT &1 TiI8d, WYa 72l Boligd | § we-r =medl g fb 3R 3
W A=Y ool RSl AN, a1 39 H e ot T 1531 Bl
BE B oY b g ol 39 Va=g ool MQY | 3R AT Pl Deel
g, I T Ul 3T Tl 3R HERTS W Biey, g87 A T HIfor |
3T SIhT FAT &Y B B7 d MU FRT ATRIT T 8 | 31T 37
At B B e € | gafery H U e arsdl g b I Ig
geT {6 $ffdve w1 @ 8t | . el & a1 71 a=icht 8, § 3o
I B BT § | IR HYcH SICT UShelc X€ W &l Il 8, dl &

5 AR TS AT

T AR AR SUURD IR Tl TS | Teehlel oY ST dlel e
& IR H R UBAT GG I8 B (b 31U Xdg Yol RS 18y AR
I AT IUHIRHT BT Med « A © | 37 H ATST AT a1 418 19
AR BRINI AR & G H DBRAT AN 8, | A& SN, BRINGA IS
DI IR &, AT AT I8 ST 111 7egq O Bl Al el &, S Wi R
Gl UK 8, SHHT Al goic MU 99 & Tsdsl AT g,
TCI—aT—=I+! & &9 Uscl 3 81 9 o, 379 DRIN il BT a™
Al ge7 T, a8 o e TS | TE DI BRINF ATl SRS
R &, O T & TR ¥ fdoTell 81 ugl, ST effelc STelre g,
ST U1 et & 1 01 81, St fasl STerell &, 98 BRI
T ol BT 8 | R¥TS T1¥T B Hegd il 1 Afgel gwiarel Bl
2| 39 IS 9 7 Y gor iR NS ¥ o A 2 | 9@
A gor I BT drall off 3R FMST & DI BT AT Sl o
gAY I8 TS 1N SR BR o1 | 379 31T 919 S Fer 31
IS T TR® ST I2 € | QBT A ART PE ol 8, Afgelry a1
B ol & b gl wedl A9 el g, dddl A—ar 39 W
1 foram B, BR & TUl, TR B ADbS! 8, ATI gorl HhbHl
TSI, A9 & ah I RICT gor IR g9, difds ga-il He vl 19
B SRS 81 PR bl | AR Y BHedl © [ 89 dl A3 A9 BUY
SiTeR BRINTA AT R 9@V & 3R R 35 JUY Hf RYeier qe1y
& | |13 < BT, AT 35 AT, Y8 99 el © L& Sfl, IS bl
S<ICT 8, Bdel YOI &, Fifd g8 WI—U HASIS fdo1 1 &,
ST dael TRITAR RABIRI BR W& 8 | U BHCT, DeTdR BHS, BHR
Y 931 oY | ST FABIRE AFBR 89 AT TSI b 8l &
<& € YUIG T, 3179 Hedl [ AU I8 {3 o, ifdh 3 ga 59 &8
REI B | D] RIBTRE AR &4 AT ATl A el 3% U7 g, AT
Al Al BT fdeT €1 € | U RIS HHE &, TR agaal
FHCT T 3R AR fdie U 9T | I8 ART [Ha—eRT 99
fpRIe URIT BHE! BT &, ST BRINI A 3, Siotel H 3R geardioil
H gfg < @l et %81 2 | IET 99 81 2, H fdic uRig Had]
@1 AT 3MIBT USHR G Al AT 2% 8 ST | TR 4TS,
SRT g AIfTY 5 fadie URg 9 91 %ET € | U R g,
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"The price of PDS kerosene should be increased by at least
Rs.6 per litre. Thereafter, the price of PDS kerosene should be
raised every year in step with the growth in per capita agricultural

GDP at nominal prices."

AT B: BUYY U eflex dl 31 gl 3R & A1l el & ool
&1 M e SRl | I8 fdie ug SHET o1 RIBTReT 2 | a0t
T RTiRer g,

"The prices of domestic LPG should be increased by at least
Rs.100 per cylinder. Thereafter, the price of domestic LPG should

be periodically revised based on rise in per capita income." 3T
100 ¥UT ufa Riefsx dmell, R ara Rarsst d=d Wi, derd
SIS | STeb] Al RIwTRY g,

"The subsidy on domestic LPG should be discontinued for all
others except the BPL households once an effective targeting sys-

temisin place."

I8 hed 8 b SHRed Tadol R fAe= arell afsd< e
& JAATET dTbT AN B [T TeH BRI | A RYBTRE 8 fddie uRig
PHIST BT 3R Y RABIRRT daet RABIREI T &1 8! ©, H usdl 8l
HEl & b A TRgAR RwRel € | 3 RwIRel AReR 7 @ 72
Gl B |

S 9F # Ud Harel BT AT of | §aTd TRR 72 ©, AR
STEeTgR & ARTE 9T (48 S 3R geR Aie Ul HoumeRvl Sif
2 | S8 I8 |ATe YT T | SHST SidTd UgITerad #31 off +1 fa=n
2| § 39 SIa1d B YeH] I AT g, fb AT Sfl -1 T e o

"To reduce the under-recovery burden of the OMCs as also to
protect the common man, the Government decided to increase the
retail price of PDS kerosene by only Rs.3 per litre and of domestic
LPG by only Rs.35 per cylinder. This is against the required ncrease
of Rs.18.82 per litre in PDS kerosene and Rs. 261.90 per cylinder
in domestic LPG."

T8 IR g T ® 5 o sifaa # 18 Tuy 82 U @t
g B <MY | RS 19 261 BT 90 YA Uy Ryl 3R Fa+)
<MY AT B 550 BT BT Al RAeiex BHAT aT2Y AR BRI
I ofler dRId 30—32 BUY AT AT | IADI I RIBIRE o |

7 AR TS AT

S BT b TA 31 SMeH! BT 99 & oY Badt forg & FiAdi
H gfg P12 | 39D A1 ol AU gy aar1 &1 fb BRI B
foru 18.82 U1 =Ry 3R Rieiex @ forv 261.90 U1 =1fey | HaTar
IE of f& gfg aai @1 T8 2 | 39T IR e & g9 swfoy 59
i T 8 fb &9 31 ofeHY & forg AT &= & ol & fory
e i emafed @ ST 9@ | 9 919 BT UgIferad HAl 7 dad
ST ol del, dfed H 19T IRGAR # Ug el ol foh BRI daer =M
P DT Fdardr 8, S drfr St &1 og g1 S99 S8
T—9—§ Jg! 91 Dol © (&b USITOTIH & &9 &I &1 A-ariar 8l
TS off, Fifd M 3MMEH & oIy ST AFIRTS AT Fell I8 T,
SH & 31fde ¢ <A ATed € | A off de § SuRerd T €
cIfdhT HRIGAT | 3fU® HAIedH ¥ So bel dlsd] 5— 3119 Bl I
T, 7 8} <@ | 3R BIS ATSH! HEITS & §9 bIel I g9,
Ar & 3BT ISR & ™ ol | 3FR 39 #81s & &Il A
JMEH 7R B SV, A1 AT S AT BT FRIT AT UT HRAT?
g DI—1 NIDT & b BN oy &H IS el €, S forg
¢ ST & ZAfeY 89 TR $W I 9181 ST <8 & | T8 7R,
AT 9, BRI, Siotdl 3iR Ugld @ <™l § af Ardoi=id w9 |
gfg @1 12, ghiferg ot At & uar € | ofe e O A @
<M W 99§, OFa IR H 1 MEH! BT UdT 718 & | e H IFRT
P S 93 © | d IMRT BT YA AvSe ol YaT=HAT Sff
et @ o1 77T o1 | JIPRT  THITH N9 ST &1 STl 8 | ST
H 39 19 B I BIC A S R Sl AR 8, i
qTSHEd Bl GRefl & oy g8l Areiie saredl & AT 59 19 &
JAATAT Bl GURT ST SKMATA ol DR Fdbdl © | H A& DI Gl
TEAT BT YUIGH A & 60 IR M QY Y € | 519 3IFRT &7
gt qose Y=Y ST 9 9 919d A, 7 i dal o fd
H $H I, offh 3NTel 3 &1 TUIed 119 & 60 Uferd & 99
T | T ARG AT 98T BIET e shrsdl § B o 38 € iR
IT AT RIS AP Alex Ufifas smagaedr 8l & | {5
HiCATSOR Wicd @ oy 9 JeRT T &, a8 Al ard &l
JMATIHAT Bl 8| MY I8 9arg b S M & RNiFa arer
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IR BT 2, 39 Aefd shrgdl iR VAT Big ST-Taridn
TEN 8, 7 A S A SUF SR IR Ahd § | T D SHD i
IEH? TR 60 UfRrd 9 & T Q1 PR dHedl fdb MY 37O+
AT $ehTS eIy, Ffd FUH BIC DI AR & SHGY AT
DS T ST FRATA ol PR AHhd ©, Al d DA A SIAD
THIZAl B UFRART BN? S HROT H USIferd H3l § de-1 argdl
g o 3418 19, BRI, SNTd IR UgTd & Sl &1 deIV ©, 394
3T 3MEH! A B, Wb JIRT @ ANl & dR% A MU A
BT AN MU Tiied 9 & S M 9eIY €, Ud fa9y
TRRI # 3T ANRIETRAT & ol I8 < BT BT BITY AR
omd § S gfg oM B 2, IW afiE oF &1 B BTy |

HEIGAT, 914 &H 39 UHR &I 91d UgIferad 731 | &xd €, al
q T P od © [P & 91 BN, BANI A1 HHIAT 984 91 H =rel
RET 2 | BRI el BURIT BT BTST 89 D IR BT AR d J31 3FAT
A & HEd | 31 g9 [ 9 gfg & are Ugiforad H3erd &
ST fear 3 &R 99 fasmos d foran fb g9 gfg @ e o1 &9
HUFT BT 53000 BRIS BYU BT HICT ISMHT UG | T S & AT
T HET AT fdh 53,000 HRIS TUY BT GICT ISMHT TSI | SHA T
NI 3R RIS &F 91 &) 81 Adbal! | H Ugiferad 731 St bl St
@ U IR I ST [S@HT aTEe! & | Sol b AU IR A H
SBT BT BT ATE & | USIera HATer ) i 9 2009—2010
3 RUrc g, 39 R #§ S a4 g1 BUAT 37$TA it ol &,
IqS oIt Fel B | I8 MU RS &, AT 3170 6T 82—

"During 2008-09, 10C posted net profit of Rs.2950 crore on an
unprecedented turnover of Rs. 2,85,337 crore"

ST HUN BT S 3R 2,85,337 BRIS ©, TG HUA 7 2950
FRIE TUY q9 2008—09 H FHHY, I9D oIt Fed & f& a8 a1 #
=Id 781 © 3R ....And that too after holding the price line
for the four major products like petrol, diesel, PDS kero-
sene and LPG for domestic use. a1 Ugra, Siuid, 918 4
IR BRI & <8 ReR Yed 8Y I GAThI Soi BT | S d1a
Fed & fdi—

9 AR TS AT

"...10C is also the first and the highest ranked Indian company
in the Fortune Global 500 placed at 105th position by sales in 20009.
The profit after tax for the year 2009-10 upto December, 2009 is
Rs. 4663.78 crore whereas the turnover for the said period is Rs.
208289.46 crore."

I8 I M aifies Rl 2 | oifhd S9a 1T § qard! & | U
IR HaTet & | 3 9F &I HaTd WA, 89 ¥ 3R Ig yBT M7 fh
YIB! I HUFAT BT Uifthe R o aar 8?7 Tgiferad w31 gRT
X e H 29 TS Bl Qa1 741 Sfard € | Al pufai o1 difthe
ATl B 3R T forar gi—

"The profit after tax realized by the public sector oil marketing
companies since 2006-07 is given below."

H 99 2006—07 BT AT &I, 2007—08 BT Wl &1, <1 ST AT
FT & Fifd H Fobd & b qa o7 oifd /@ g9 arc # 721 2 |
ezl S, § 39 Ysax Yl RE! &1 H AP & gHD IRB
AR HRAT ATET & | 2009—10 H SISTA AIA DIRURTA T o
S & 918 A FATHT 10,221 BRIS SUAT HHRT | R U™ =1
1538 RIS SUAT GATHI HHM 3R R USIOIH DRURNTA
T 1301 RIS BUAT GATDT AT | I8 AR §RI TS T b el
2 | 39 9 H Ugiforad 530 gRT 3¢ WRER - 29 JelTs DI il 59
e H e AU €1 T T 3Md & |... 3R SHPT Ugierad HaTerd
HEAT & & 53000 BRIS TUY HT GICT $9 Ifg Bl &7 & 18 G2
BN | § S0 BT aTed! § o JATRER T 8T R8T 57 A 371
Tarel RUIS H BiEA Tdael 500 &1 HUFAT DI IR B 781
o € | 39 WaT H AT e & [ JATIDI AT BT GATHT BT
RE! € JIfd 317 Igi |ed ¥ diekd 8¢ HEd © (b AR Hull
HTCT IaT I8 &, SAfIY §H a1 Hx? ATl I8 78l & b dur-a
HTeT ST W& € | aTel I8 & Oy #30 o1oer aoie =met Q1 e
=MEd € |

Q¥ UgifersM daer ¥ fUwell IR I2I 3R fSdies & gdid®
90,000 TR $T = faaT|

g 91d (Bl 3R 7 81 dfch 78l A (a7 Ugel W@ |ad
# T o o9 #, arearft St iR ereur St & e Y o | g
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&4 SIUAS] & IR H g off 3R &el o b 1,18,000 FRIS B
T ST UZIorgH Hdex W AR & 3R 24,000 RIS wed B [T
2 3R 94,000 HRIE &H fAa 2 ..

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB
MUKHERJEE): The States have got Rs. 96,000 crore and | got
Rs. 84,000 crore.

SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ (VIDISHA): | correct my-

self- 3MMUDT 84,000 HRIS HUAT el | .. (rqe) g==iv A1 fora
& < 84,000 B TUY fAer |

Je] HEIGAT, Iolc QY HRAT THARI ANl &, §H @Tg a1 7
=TE HEAd 81 A7 71 8l | UUId T 84,000 RIS W@ A 8 &, 59 Ifg
@ 915 1,20,000 PRI BUYY AT 3R H HeT aTedd! 8 b SHDI
qTST M JATEHT TR TS | #X S a9 BT YU b 84,000 IS
BT A 1,20,000 BRIS HXD 7RI UAT Fofic HIeT ol FuR ferar
ST M JATEHT BT goic TS Q| #-1 I8 RIv & | I8l
AR BTN 90 €, H Ugiferad &R fot w30t St & deer arecl
g & Tt @) gagenm wa iy, 9 a1 ugd & R @ T | M
A UgIforR™ HA1 W 910 B & O bed © — T g3, A JuT uf
SlleX BRI 98], 3R B8 10 <lex T T 30 $UAT ST 9 TRE
W UP & AT Al U &1 Bl 9a], 35 SuAT Ui Ricisy 91, 1
BT, U ¥UYT o XY &1 ol 93 | I8l A TEEA Sff 93 &,
# e A1Edl g o JUST U HAT dedl 8 — T §AT 3R b
JUAT BRI WR g, FT g3 19 W a7 |

HETGT, TASIT BT 91 AT H9 W TR PR ol &, TRV
S 1 IS BT T © | TTSIY & a1 Al HY Ugel B WIhR R ol
2, 1 U HHCT & AR B 3R 319 9 HHST & AR 8 | H9 1 dar
2 | H A YeTHET S de1 drsdl g, o ofd Uglforad w3l
AR Hedl — Y BIAT YT oliex IR TR 9e7 dl -1 B UST?
T TUT I WR 9¢T Al T % USI° g4I ORE A WTel H3ll H8
T — TP 29T Ui fhell amae W 9], 19Uy Ui fhar a1 W)
¢ A1 RIT b TS1° U SUYAT AT IR IST Al T B TST? 39
TRE W Udh O U Ol ST offcheT 3 S TR JMEHT Bl dl
Aiferg R dadt 99 UG A9 & Aerd 8 | 3R T ST Ul vl
11 ¥R OTg HEaNS

SITQ A1 8 PET o7 TRBRI DS 8, 39 A [T HHS! Bl
Rare ufeter SFH H T T8, 98 Ped © [ g & HRIS| ArT
A 1 $UY R S B

R RIS e & (2@ I ST & dl Jfgje o Jwil &bl
RIS # gfifas smHe=l 9a1g g 8 & A1 419 Uy (e 9
PRSI ANT Sl /8 & | 3T U ST Uh PRa] O I8 & AR ecHeell
TEI RSTee BRI — 3G 3Tg IR el SUAT | TSl IR Bl T8
TeTdl 8l R&! © | 98 T *R &1 © | Y8l IRE Sfl, BS TS iR
AR €, § wer @red! 8 b I8 arolig fagem 2 fb uep @
TR 3T W VET 2 3R SO IRG Gl e I e H 6
RET B |

RIS ST A48T 96 8 | el IR I1srrer S gRarn 4 gadd
& U UHRIRITS & & H Y o 3R g8l | I8 g, ofdR A o |
IR g8 g MUST I Q@ off iR 31 @ &3+ & T3 off
o I8 I & | 971 98 Vg AT AT, I8 HAN BT @) I o | I8
IeH fe@m, e ar 981 99 81 g8 | FR3 & Aig Al Ioks
AT I8 90 § | 3T B [ Usel 98 B1YS BIaR AN & | i
SIFIROT 9 I9& qR ¥ BIUT 2, YHAITE THR0T H HHIRATE DI S
AT 2| B1YS # @l < I8, Bl diRkai T I8 8 | TR U g9
|E 51 fPRIC AHAT Bel TRITS A 180 fhAMICR G ATESIBIYR
H UHAISTE @ T H MY o | IRE 9IS, AT Yoal o | 3,97,000
IRY g qTER WRTHR W19 BT AT | 98 7,18,000 IRT BT MM &,
o7 3,97,000 IRAT a8} U € | g8 0 AeF T TR 3R
e AT AR ¢ | Wi 989 &I JIET & BRY H R &R
drge 81 e el | olfT I8 wa H agep! Wi ugen gih iR
ARG WIS, AP W1 Uge M | U el YWY & TeH &
qIER 3,97,000 ARAT FSHR TSI © | &Ml H IS T & 2 |
BHRI I ARBN A T AT BT & b 9= 3R TG AN
BT W < < dl g8 WRPR T—JPR I o | H A9 g7 A
@ 3fhs s g | 3l TSl &1 HIfST H §AR STRRES & A
HAT 7§ FEl b 80,343 Hifgdh S g SR A &l SHRI AT
2| Rora# 41,578 Hifgd <4 g &R 38,771 Afed e am@a &H
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22,09,567 RTRF HIEH BAR IBT & 3IIR 77 ol BH 80,343 HIIgdh
T TSI AMMRY | oifhT MM % 34,521 HIfgdh < < W& € | 45,828
Hfgdh e MY HH T 3B & |

TR e U & TR WA S, 2008 W 3MMIDT U ford = 7 |
SeI- Ugel el ua forar, fhr wem w31 St &1 U5 foran
AN Ig] W16 g 4T HTeUR] © | 377 S8 41 &9 < T &,
21 WG 3719 I8 78] < %8 § | I8 Sl BIel ¢ |

BAR BRINTE & 4 HA, Sl 39 Q¥ H Ha SA1&T 9iedn
U Il W@ © | 981 & 91d aRid BI 35 fhal g iR =mad
BT AT &1 SIIdT & | oI MU AR AT, MU S 1R
fea, wg gx1 TET fea, @4 fear | «ifd g1 |s | 78l e fb
I 1 3177 U1 HA € | WRBR A g 3IR A1ad B YUINe o
R TT D EE T | YIS BT Age 3T IR B $UY < U B, ford
R IR M < & | M BiITe & =T 7301 Bl Sif iR et
e T, 98 e A6 U & fRE ¥ e | gdive @ 18
DI TR 313 BY UdTel U 2 3R I8 11 B0 85 U & {2l
3T | 31T SR WA 81 Y, SHHBI U 4T UAT 1 el a8
HOR © | olfh g8 it Il @i 3iiR TRl dl @rers Raefl a7
I8l TP TUITA & AN, DI 980 a8 GIId AT 81 €, 9 IR |
TE WRI Fahdl | 3T I B: SR T U B IO 1S A6 I
oI € | 1¢ 378 TUY Bl SFTE 11 BYU 85 U ofd & AR fhe +f
TR 37TEC &1 B, e & [ TS 3de & | 81 RAfy o=y
HIUF MR 5] B A1 811 | § dael U o 1Al & g
AT & SN TR ATg & | H qu arsdl g b 9 faesw &l
3T HH TR BT | 5T WTTH ART I &, AN @ AR @ ¢ | I
¥ R YA TTEl Bl R8T © 3R UDT TS T &1 © | Al A
PIS AT T8l © | JMMIDT HIGT HET dell 57 AT I 54T Bl
IE ST T 18T < <, AT I ST I 3R 7RG AT bl Rerer
< | 98 AT U SR AT X8 B, JUSd T8l 41T ’@ € | oAfh 3
I FeT B3N UNAT o <2 & | HY MU T et off b I8 Haae
TRBR &, T SIDHSIR DI SI0XG © | I8 TRBR B HIadbR I el
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©, 3T HIerehy el XEl & | SXOMY &H T4 TeoiH< HIZH ol 9,
R 184 & TEd =@l BT UG AR U | AT I WR VP FEA
TE! T | 37T T AR IMAT & | b 39 ARE & ded A H [
S | HEl ATEd] g b 989IE & He UR 89 9 Bl dic T8l 78
=

HEIS [ < &1 &4 ¢ | feepd I8 & & &9 fauer # €, gotax
a9l o © | UV &I, U AR T T Il AWM 8, MU
FEarh gall &1 ff T8 2 QIR s wHlE Tl @1 N TE 2|
FHAD T Tl ST H dlefd & Sidid AT Ut & AT et aret
Uit € oifdhd |l AT @1 AT U 8 ' b AE e Sa
I | Tehel HeIedT, 3R H Yg fauer 31 oI o a1 I8
TRDR AT STee] STl 81, G 36T T fTH &4 B
BT | <ifds | T8 A1 e =rsd! g fb ®hal SR JHur AR
1 91T 8 3R BH 1T AR el € | 89 < &l S+l & fod &
Tl € Rreie g9 I8l ga) WSl B | 31T 89 UERER & yffa
T g3, I8 Uard # MUe AT ¥ W8 &1 H I8 W Fe
= b wel MY A< el # € <fdbT ysvaR g A1 € | 3
SHfed @ U8l aIehR sl 93 8, Hel €1 37T ¥RA H € 3iR & fauef
H BT {B AN MU FHAF T AR HB FEANN & © | S e
H 9 UG BT J8i IR DR THY FY e I DREg R
BRAT A8 B b A5y, 37 U1 Bl UIRT PR g APR 3
AT ST XET &, IR BT 7 &7 &, S qRa 3R deblel J49Ta
$H&H FOTHR JTE a1 BT BT N |

g |
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Credibility of Congress led UPA

Govt. Is at stake
Arun Jaitley

Participating in the debate on Infla-
tionary pressure on the economy and
its adverse impact on the common
man the Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Shri Arun Jaitley on
August 04 said, severely criticized
the wrong Economic policies of Con-
gress led UPA government and high-
lighted the plight of common man
during Congressled rule. Full text
of the speech:

Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, in the last 14 months of UPA-I11, we
have discussed the issue of price rise and inflation in almost every
Session of Parliament and during each debate, this Government
has held out assurances in this House and outside this House that it
expects prices to moderate very soon.

Sir, | recently came across a tabulation which a national daily
prepared. Way back on 8th November 2009, the Deputy Chairperson
of the Planning Commission said that by the end of this financial
year, food inflation will come down. It went up by the end of the
year to almost 20 per cent. On 18th February 2010, the Finance
Minister said that the country would see a moderate rate of inflation
in the next two months. The general inflation has gone into double
digit. The Agriculture Minister again in February said that food
prices have already started falling down. I think, it is safe to presume
that he does not visit the grocery shops or the vegetable shops. |
have a list of the Prime Ministerial statements. On 6th February, it
was said that the worst is over as far as inflation is concerned. In
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May, we are told that now it will slow down and reach 5-6 per cent
by December.

Sir, | must say, with all my personal admiration for the Prime
Minister who is here, we seem to be losing faith as far as the
assurances of this Government are concerned. There is a certain
kind of paralysis, a drift, which has hurt this Government. Why we
insisted on a voting motion and not a debating motion? Because,
voting motions are also intended to be undertaken in this House.
We wanted the Government to be bound by a voting mandate of
this House. After all, in a democracy, vote best reflects what the
opinion of the people or their representatives is. And, it’s not only
on price rise that this is happening.

Look around the whole country. What is going on? The Valley
in Kashmir is going out of control and the Government is completely
clueless. There is not even a sign of what a possible roadmap or
line of action would be. You have a civil war going on within the
Government and the ruling alliance as to how to deal with the Maoist
violence. You start a dialogue with Pakistan and suddenly you realise
at the end of the dialogue that it ended in a misadventure. On the
economic front and the price rise situation, we only find these tall
assurances for the last 1-1/2 years that prices would soon start to
moderate. In fact, the very credibility of the economists who
administer the economy of this Government is at stake. They cannot
foresee what’s really going to happen. And what are the positives
as far as this Government is concerned?

Just now, Members were mentioning about the Commonwealth
Games and we saw that it’s a great global event which is going to
take place. We hope for a positive. All we are seeing is generation
of private wealth in the name of common wealth. That’s all that is
happening till date. Let there be no doubt that it’s not the stadiums
which are leaking, the very coffers of this Government continue to
leak by the day as far as this event is concerned. And we find that
your other actions are that you start misusing governmental
institutions, institutions like the investigative agencies of this
Government. We were hoping to be educated through your CBI
and your investigative agencies as to what went wrong in the 2G
spectrum. But, for the last one year, we haven’t got a single
statement of truth. We were hoping to be told that some of the
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worst things have been happening in the allocation of National
Highways. Even the culprits are not being allowed to be
interrogated. But, your only positive is that you use the agency
against Opposition-ruled Governments and Opposition leaders.

What is the kind of drift in this Government that we expect
them to really solve the problem of price rise and inflation? We
earlier used to speak in terms of alternative power centres within
the UPA. Well that was a criticism which is now becoming an old
one. Almost every ally is becoming a power centre. Somebody sits
in Kolkata and you can’t discipline them. Somebody sits in Chennai
and, therefore, that is an island of governance itself. You can’t
interfere in those Ministries. If this is what is happening to this
Government, in debate after debate, do we seriously expect the
Government to come and make a resolution as far as price rise is
concerned?

The Minister responsible for building highways is at war with
the Planning Commission. The rest of the Government is busy giving
a drubbing to the Home Minister. The Environment Minister is
stalling projects of every other Ministry. And we all become silent
spectators. The Prime Minister is a spectator when this is going
on. What do we really expect this Government to do?

Sir, containing inflation or reducing the prices for this
Government is like a mirage, is like a drive through a desert. They
tell you that in just two more months prices will moderate, but then
you see at the end of your drive the distance gets further and
further down. When the debates go on, what are we told? Well,
we had a bad season last year; there was a drought in some parts
of the country; the foodgrain production itself went down and,
therefore, prices of foodgrain itself got affected. Then we are told
the global prices have skyrocketed; the international oil prices have
gone out of control. Look at the rest of the world what seems to be
happening. It is a Government of alibi. But no alibi is a substitute
really for the tears and hunger of the common man, of the poor
people. You had buffer stocks, as far as your shortages are
concerned. You had a huge amount of buffer stock. In fact, your
buffer stock, as per your Economic Survey earlier this year, was
far more than your normal requirement. How did you manage it?
Wias it this kind of callousness as far as the Government is concerned,
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that you had a buffer stock, you had a shortage in production, and
yet you have foodgrains rotting? One figure the Government
mentioned was 61,000 metric tones. It is an understatement of
what is rotting outside. Now the foodgrain is rotting. But people
are going hungry and because of shortage the foodgrain prices are
moving up. Itis a kind of a callousness and irresponsibility almost
unmatched in history.

For a Government which wants and we are all anxiously
awaiting for the Food Security Act, is this the kind of food
management today that we expect from this Government? Let us
come to the first reason. What is the global trend in inflation today?
The global trend in inflation is that prior to 2008 several countries
saw before the slowdown a double-digit inflation. At that time we
were comfortably placed at about 7 and 7.2 per cent. Today, if you
look at the figures of food inflation in similarly placed economies,
Brazil is now down to 6 per cent; Sri Lanka - 2 per cent; China - 1
per cent and we went up climbing to almost 23 per cent and now
coming down. That is as far as the global figures are concerned. In
a situation of this kind, as far as the inflation figures are concerned,
if you look at the similar placed economies, the only satisfaction
we may get is Pakistan has higher inflation than us. But except
that, Bangladesh is lesser. Itis 1.61 per cent in the case of Malaysia.
Look at the Asian countries: It 3.34 per cent for Thailand, 5.05 per
cent for Indonesia, 4.28 per cent for Phillippines and 3.10 per cent
for China. Aren’t these countries affected by the global process?
The same factors that apply to them continue to apply to us. Then,
we are being told that the world situation is bad and, therefore, the
food prices in India are in this kind of a situation. Well, the global oil
prices went up. This whole issue of oil prices has been raised
repeatedly. In the last one year, oil prices have been between 70 to
79 dollars per barrel. Now, the variation, as far as global prices are
concerned, is two to three dollars; they go up and down. But you
have had a huge increase. And every time we are told, either we
make the oil companies sick, or the Government continues to
subsidise them because the Government cannot continue to bleed
the oil companies. But the truth of the matter is that a very large
part that the Indian consumer is today paying is really taxes to
various Governments. You have customs duty. You have excise
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duty. You have State level taxes. If you look around, what kinds of
prices are similar countries paying? China pays a little over Rs.31
a litre for petroleum, Malaysia, Rs.25 and Pakistan, Rs.44. Their
levels of taxation are entirely different. Your oil companies have all
made profit. Now, the argument given is that they have made profit
because the Government subsidized them. Yes, the Government
subsidized them, but if the total taxation, that of the Centre and
States, is between 50 and 55 per cent, depending on what the taxes
in a given State are, then the volume of what you are collecting
from the consumer today is almost as much as what you are
subsidizing the oil company itself. If your subsidy to the oil companies
is Rs.53,000 crores, then what are you collecting from the consumer
by way of taxes in these three categories? Last year, it was between
Rs.84,000 and Rs.90,000 crores; this year it is likely to be
Rs.1,20,000 crores. So, you collect Rs.1,20,000 crores from the
companies, you subsidize them to the extent of Rs. 53,000 crores
and you say they are surviving only on account of your subsidy.
What would any country have done under these circumstances?
Your entire fiscal policy and taxation policy with regard to petroleum
products, whether it is diesel or other products, is that you have an
ad valorem rate of duty. So, every time the prices go up, the
quantum of taxation also goes up. If you are collecting 51 per cent
from a consumer in a given State, that 51 per cent would also go
up, depending on the value of the crude oil going up. Therefore,
while the value of crude oil itself is only Rs. 20 to 23 a litre, the rest
of it we are paying as taxes. Now, India pays 51 per cent; let us
look at what happens with our neighbours; Pakistan pays 30 per
cent of the total tax on petrol; Sri Lanka pays 37 per cent.

On diesel, we, in India, pay 30 per cent taxes. There are
countries which are paying only 15 per cent. Pakistan charges only
15 per cent. Therefore, you charge higher taxes. The prices in the
last one year have not risen to the extent that you thought they
would rise; they have remained in that 75 to 80 dollar bracket.
Then, if there is any increase in prices, at least, have a revenue-
neutral policy as far as your taxes are concerned. Therefore,
irrespective of the oscillating prices, our revenue would remain as
far as oil is concerned, and the burden on the common man will be
offset against that. But we don’t do it.
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Therefore, you have a situation where prices across the world
in most similarly placed economies are not to the extent of what
we think that they are. This year, we hope because of a good
monsoon we will have a bumper harvest. But, the problem will be
where to store this. We are now told, and that is a routine explanation
being given, ‘Well, we have increased the minimum support price
as far as the farmer is concerned. The moment we increase the
minimum support price, the effect of that increase in the minimum
support price is that the prices to the consumers are naturally bound
togoup.’

Sir, this is half true. This is half true for the reason that one of
the rationales for increasing the minimum support price is that the
farmer gets more. The moment the farmer is incentivised for a
particular crop, the farmer then starts producing more of that crop.
The rationale behind the increase of the minimum support price is
to see to it that the farmer gets more, production increases because
that crop is incentivised and, in the long run, that takes care and
levels the prices down. So, you refer to the first part of your
argument relating that the long-term effect of the minimum support
price increase should be, that the production in that crop has to
increase and the prices have to level out. Now, what seems to be
happening is a new problem. Instead of using your buffer stocks
for the consumers so that you can flatten the market a little, your
buffer stocks are today lying; the FCI, I am told has a limited
capacity; there is a pucca capacity, there are also areas where
they cover with plastic and the third category is what is today lying
in playgrounds, it is lying in the fields, it is lying in schools, it is lying
along the railway tracks and it is rotting.

So, the irony of India’s economy is that you have a huge
starvation amongst the particular sections and you also have the
largest destruction of foodgrains because of bad management of
the foodgrains economy. This is what seems to be happening as
far as the foodgrains economy is concerned.

I have recently come across reports which have not been
contradicted that in some places; and they showed the visuals on
television; that in an FCI godown in Jaipur, they found liquor stocks
and the foodgrains outside! In Kanpur, | am sure, my friends from
U.P. would try, verify and confirm and see that if this is there set
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right this wrong. In Kanpur, amongst the State warehousing
corporation, the foodgrain is outside and the godowns have been
let out to Pepsi and ITC because they give a higher rent! If this is
how we are going to manage the foodgrain economy, then certainly
we will have a situation where the two principal contributors, the
food prices as also the oil prices, are enough to harass the
consumers. Both require adequate and proper management so that
the consumer himself does not get burdened to the extent that he
has been burdened today. Has the farmer been hugely burdened?
I recently came across a document, which is available on the net;
it was the Department of Consumer Affairs presentation to the
Core Group Meeting of the Government. Between the farmer, the
farm gate as they call it, and the retailer; | can understand the cost
moving up because there is marketing cost, there is some profit
which the middle man will have, there is a transportation cost; so, it
cannot be identical. But, between even the wholesale mandis and
the retailer, what is the management that we are having? This is
also a responsibility of the State Governments, | concede there
have been products where their own figures for the Core Group
are that between the mandis and the retailer, the markup, because
the vegetable costs are going up recently, in potato was as high as
88 per cent; in onion, it was 126 per cent. And amongst the
vegetables, these are the two most valuable vegetables, as far as
the common consumer is concerned.

Sir, I think the Government needs to have a little compassion,
as far as the consumer is concerned; as far as the ordinary citizen
is concerned. After all, what is this unprecedented price-rise of
general inflation over 10 per cent, moving up; food inflation going
up to 23 per cent and then coming down, and our sense of
satisfaction is, now it is only 12 per cent. Sir, 12 per cent is a very
high rate of inflation. And, therefore, the net effect of it is, it becomes
like an unlegislated tax, as far as the common man is concerned. A
part of his pocket and what is there in gets chipped, as far as the
common citizen is concerned. The moment it is 15 per cent or 20
per cent or anything more than 10 per cent, his purchasing power
to that extent is eroded. If he has to buy dal, it is less; if he has to
buy roti, it is less. In fact, when food prices grow up by 10 to 20
per cent, in Indian culture and society the sense of satisfaction
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used to be that | have my first income in the family, at least, the
dal, roti is taken care of. This dal, roti also gets snatched when
inflation and price-rise is of this kind. The entire purchasing capacity
of the consumer gets completely eroded, and disturbed by this. For
those, the pensioners, the salaried people, the lower-middle class
people who may have some savings for bad time, for old age, the
interest that they get is today much lower than the value of inflation,
the rise of inflation. Their savings are getting eroded. The effect of
all this is that it affects every citizen. As far as the larger economy
is concerned, the Prime Minister knows better than anyone of us.
An inflationary expectation leads to a situation where you don’t
want to spend more at this time. You want to save for your bad
day. Therefore, this affects in the long run your entire growth rates.
The other countries in the world do not have that level of inflation
which we have. That is why | did not read United States or Western
European countries’ inflation. When we compare our products with
the countries we are competing with, which are similarly placed,
our products in an inflationary economy are going to cost more
than their products. It is entirely going to affect each and every
aspect, as far as our economy is concerned. Then, Sir, the wealthier
can always hedge inflation. They know how to get resources. The
poor man’s ability to even avoid it does not exist. Inequity and
inequalities in society therefore go up. They are affected much
worse than this. What do we, Sir, do under these circumstances?
The Governmental statistics are not giving us much satisfaction.
We are still in the Government depending on the old concept of the
Wholesale Price Index. And, this ten per cent plus inflation today,
10 to 11 per cent, is the Wholesale Price Index. Most countries in
the world have done away with this Wholesale Price Index. It is
not a true and honest reflection of the prices at which you get
products in the market. The Consumer Price Index of various
categories, whether for the industrial workers or for others, is closer
to truth, if not the entire truth. But, this WPI figure that we are
regularly releasing is no representative of what the exact position
of price-rise is. We have urged the Finance Minister earlier; | am
again urging him that, at least, this is one change he wants to bring
about, at least, the country must know the truth of where we stand.
People with meager or inadequate money in their pockets must
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know whether they are in a position to spend.

Sir, as | said in the beginning, each and every alibi that the
Government has been giving, seems inadequate. You have buffer.
It is not food shortage that has caused this price rise; it is your
management which has caused this price rise. The international oil
prices went up to 142 dollar at one stage. In the last 14 months of
this UPA-II, they are in this 75 dollar range. They have not risen
abnormally. So, don’t blame the oil prices. Your taxes on the oil
prices are going up and that is what is hurting the consumer. If you
say that there is global inflation, the global figures do not seem to
suggest that. Therefore, these poor alibis are not a substitute, as |
said, to the tears and hunger of the common man. Sir, what is at
stake today is a lot more. When this Government was voted to
power we had expectations that this would be a more stable
Government and, therefore, more decisive Government. Your
Government also said with a sense of smile, “We do not have to
depend on the crutches of the Left now, and, therefore, we can
independently take decisions.” But what has happened in the last
14 months? The Left has gone out, the country seems to be getting
taken over by the ‘extreme’ Left and the Government is watching
helplessly. So far since 11th of June, we have not heard a single
positive statement about what is your roadmap or thinking and how
do you intend to tackling the situation in the Valley. Day after day a
scandal or scam comes out. The arrogance of power may only
give you only one weapon in your hand that ‘we will teach the
Opposition by misusing this Governmental authority or these
Governmental authorities.” But these eventually become
counterproductive. You can continue to punish us, but do not punish
the common man.

At the end of the day please realize this. The hon. Prime
Minister is here, with my utmost respect and affection for him, let
me conclude by saying that the credibility of the economist, who
administers the economy of this country, is today at stake. We
want that credibility to remain and I hope the Government will take
some decisive step and come out of the kind of paralysis that has
struck this Government in various fields in the last 14 months.

Thank you very much.
[ ] ]
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UPAintentionally allowing

the foodgrains to rot
Venkaiah Naidu

Supporting the stand taken by other
leaders of BJP on price rise, former
BJP National President Shri
Venkaiah Naidu MP on August 10,
2010 criticized the Union government
for ditching the aam aadmi and
intentionally allowing the food grins
to rot. Full text of his speech:

Sir, the hon. Minister of Agriculture and Food and Public
Distribution, time and again, has been giving this assurance. He
and everybody in the Government is aware of it, but what is
happening is really shocking. Sir, it is really surprising that in spite
of a lot of hue and cry in Parliament on one side and in media and
from every quarter on the other — hon. Supreme Court also had to
intervene in this matter — the Government has not moved and the
figures which the hon. Minister has given, | am sorry to say, are far
from reality.

The hon. Minister is trying to hide the reality, because there is
a glaring lapse on the part of FCI, various other agencies involved
and also on the part of the Government for not creating adequate
storage facility. It is a crime against the nation. These are not my
words. These are the words of the Supreme Court which said that
it is a crime to allow food to rot. It is the comment made by the
Supreme Court of India. I think, it has also issued a notice to the
Government.
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In a Parliamentary democracy, if matters have to go to the
highest court of land and the court has to intervene, then, what will
happen to the system? | am not finding fault with the court for
intervening in the matter. It speaks about our weakness in our
system. It speaks about the failure of the Government. The
Government should have been alive to the reality of the situation
and should have created enough storage facilities.

Even according to the statistics given by the hon. Minister, the
storage available in the country is not at all sufficient. It is
everybody’s knowledge. Sir, we have total foodgrains of 5.18 lakh
tones and pucca storage facilities available in the country, both by
Central, State and private agencies, stands at 4.20 lakh tones. Sir,
1.78 lakh foodgrains are stored under tarpaulin!

Today, we have reports from various parts of the country that
these foodgrains are getting rotted, in certain areas, because of
flood and, in certain areas, because of other menace.

Sir, we are a country where 40 crore people are living Below
Poverty Line. Sir, on the one hand, they are not able to get adequate
foodgrains for their livelihood and, on the other, you are criminally
negligent and allowing to rot a huge quantity of foodgrains which
the Government has procured at a cost of the public exchequer.
You just compare these two. Sir, Commission-after-Commission
and Committee-after-Committee highlighting this fact that poverty
levels are increasing in the country. That is a different matter. | am
not going into that. When the poverty levels are increasing, is it not
the duty of the Government to see that procurement, storage and
handling is done properly and then they are made available to the
people? Here is a Minister who is in-charge of Agriculture,
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. Sometimes, | feel
that the hon. Minister is overburdened. He himself has said it to the
hon. Prime Minister recently. I am happy about it.

Sir, a country of India’s size, agriculture needs an independent
Minister. The Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution also
need an independent Minister. This is not my commentary on the
functioning of the hon. Minister. My point is, no human being will
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be able to focus enough attention on this issue if he is overburdened.

Food is a major issue. We are going to bring forward the Food
Security Act also. That speaks of the seriousness of the matter. |
would like the Minister to tell the House specifically what additional
storage capacity has been created by the Food Corporation of India
itself, not the area that you got through private people; that is a
secondary point. How much additional storage capacity, year wise,
has been created by the Food Corporation of India in the last five
years of this Government? What are your plans, now? The Planning
Commission amount, which has been quoted by the hon. Minister,
is a peanut. It is very paltry. The problem is going to continue, | am
telling you. Itis surprising, if this is the approach of even the Planning
Commission. They are not able to see the reality. You are procuring
food and not able to store it and allowing it to rot and, thus, wasting
money. You don’t have money and you are borrowing money from
outside. Out of the budget of Rs. 10,4,000 crores, nearly Rs. 4,48,000
crores have been borrowed from outside. You don’t have budgetary
resources. Whatever resources you have, you are not able to spend
it properly. You are allowing the foodgrains to rot. As the Supreme
Court opined, this is really a crime.

I would like to know from the hon. Minister what his action
plan is for creating additional storage space. The panchayats should
be involved. There has to be godowns in the rural areas. Also,
there has to be cold-storage units, refrigerating vans. These are
the need of the hour. Time and again, we are bringing to the notice
of the Government the need to increase storage facilities. And,
then, link it to the private people also. And, then, make them to
have affordable credit, with a minimum interest. Then only you will
be able to solve this problem. The food production is increasing; |
am happy about it. The Government is sometimes also forced by
all of us to procure because the markets are not behaving properly
and positively. So, that being the case, additional space creation of
both, the godowns as well as storage facilities for the perishable
goods, and also the refrigerating vans are the need of the hour.

Twenty per cent of the production of the country is going waste
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every year. Twenty per cent! Twenty per cent is not an ordinary
thing. One of the figures that was made available to us is that the
foodgrains worth Rs. 17,000 crores have been lost. Rs. 17,000
crores is not an ordinary amount.

The hon. Prime Minister had, five years back, said in the NDC
meeting, “India to become international food supplier”. We are not
able to supply food to our own people. The intention of the Prime
Minister was, undoubtedly, good. Five years back, he had also set
up a Committee under the chairmanship of the Minister of Food. |
would like to know from the hon. Minister what has happened to
that committee. What were the recommendations and conclusions
of that committee? Then, what is the action plan on the observations
made by the Prime Minister and the committee, which was
constituted under your own chairmanship?

Sir, this has been happening every year. And, some sort of
assurance is given, every year, in the House. You had given some
assurance in last August also. You had given assurances earlier
also. There has to be a time-bound action programme to take care
of this. It is not sufficient to say that eight officers have been
suspended. What is the crime? What is the punishment? The
quantum of crime for the wastage of foodgrains is very serious.
Now, you are saying that eight officers have been suspended here
and there. The problem is that of bad maintenance and pilferage.
And, there are some reports that suggest that you are not giving
proper rent. Therefore, some of the godowns have been given on
rent for storing whisky, cold drinks and other things. | can’t find
fault with them because they are commercial entities. But it is the
duty of the Government to create additional storage facilities. The
Government has utterly and miserably failed in its responsibility. It
has become totally insensitive to the sufferings of the people.

The Government definitely needs to explain what the action
plan is that they have so far implemented. What is the action plan
that you have in your mind, backed with the support of Planning
Commission and also the Finance Ministry to supplement the storage
facilities in the country? Otherwise, Sir, nobody will forgive this
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Government. | am sorry to say that somehow enough attention has
not been paid to this issue. The problem is simply that of inadequate
and improper storing space in the country. The Government has to
address this issue on a war footing. You cannot allow the hungry
people to die. We are also getting reports about starvation deaths,
malnutrition deaths in many States, including the State of
Maharashtra, to which the hon. Minister belongs to.

In Haryana, in Sirsa, three lakh tonnes of foodgrains were lost
because of heavy floods. In Gondia, Maharashtra, 56,000 sacks of
grains were lost because it was kept in the open. So, this is official
apathy, callous attitude of the Government, non-availability of space
and, then, the Food Corporation is becoming a white elephant and
not doing adequately to handle the situation. All this is resulting in
the present situation. So, | would like to know from the hon. Minister
what is the road map, what is the action plan, backed with allocation?
That is the main issue.
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