BJP PRESIDENT NITIN GADKARI'S

GOODWILL VISIT TO CHINA
-A BRIEF REPORT

The BJP President Shri Nitin Gadkari visited China on a five
day goodwill mission from 20th January, 2011, at the invitation
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.

He was accompanied by his wife Smt. Kanchan Gadkari and a
delegation of party leaders. They included Shri Thavarchand
Gehlot & Shri Vijay Goel (General Secretaries), Shri Saudan
Singh (Joint Organizing Secretary), Shri Laxman Kova & Smt.
Arti Mehra (Secretaries), Shri Vinay Sahasrabudhe (Political
Advisor to the Party President), Shri Vijay Jolly (Joint Convener
BJP External Affairs) and Shri Manoj Wadekar (Media
Coordinator to the Party President).

This was the first ever visit by any BJP President to China.
According to the Chinese Minister of International Department,
Mr. Wang Jia Rui "the CPC has been waiting for 15 years for a
BJP President to visit China for further promotion and
strengthening of relations between the CPC and the BJP"

The Chinese leaders accorded a warm and cordial welcome to
Shri Gadkari and his delegation and attached great importance
to his visit.

In Beijing, his hosts fondly recalled the official visit of the then
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2003 when he had held
very fruitful and productive talks with the Chinese leadership
on the entire gamut of bilateral ties between the two countries.
It was during this historic visit that the two sides agreed to have
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special representatives of the Prime Ministers of India and China
on the Boundary Question.

Shri Gadkari held wide-ranging talks with the Chinese leaders
including Mr. Li Changchun, a Senior Member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC.

The BJP Chief underlined the fact that China is our biggest
neighbour with whom India shares a 3,500 kilometer long
boundary and civilizational links which date back to over 1,600
years.

He also spoke of the broad consensus across the political
spectrum in India for promoting friendly ties with the People's
Republic of China.

Shri Gadkari assured full support to the proposed Chinese
project for revival of Nalanda University on behalf of the NDA
government in Bihar. He underscored the need to diversify
bilateral trade between the two countries, including in the NDA-
ruled states, particularly in the manufacturing sector, IT services,
pharmaceuticals and agricultural products.

The BJP delegation and the Chinese leaders agreed that it was
important to further promote People-to-People exchanges for
the two sides to have a better appreciation of each other's social
and political life.

Shri Gadkari specifically mentioned the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra and felt better facilities for the pilgrims will encourage more
and more people to undertake the holy Yatra.

The Chinese leaders wished the BJP chief great success in the
next general elections. Both sides agreed that the BJP and the
CPC should try to promote party to party contact at all levels.
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During its interaction with the Chinese leaders at different levels,
the delegation highlighted the core BJP concerns which Shri
Gadkari felt were having an adverse impact on bilateral relations
between the two countries.

The issues raised by Shri Gadkari with the Chinese leaders

included:

* Cross-border terrorism emanating from Pakistan.

* The need for both India and China to work closely with the
international community to strengthen the global framework
against terrorism.

* The need for Beijing to put pressure on Islamabad to stop
exporting terrorism to India and act against the perpetrators
of all acts of terrorism on the Indian soil, including the culprits
responsible for the Mumbai attack.

* Beijing's development projects in the Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir.

* Beijing's attempts to block certain Pakistan-based terrorist
outfits like Jama'at-ud-Da'wah from being black-listed by
the United Nations. It is a banned organization that is
considered by the United Nations to be an alias of the
banned terrorist group Lashkar-e-Toiba.

* BJP has a strong position on the serious issue of stapled
China visa for the people of Jammu & Kashmir and
Arunachal Pradesh. Beijing should immediately resolve this
irritant in the India - China relations and also accept the
people of Arunanchal Pradesh as citizens of India.

* China's arms assistance and the supply of nuclear reactors
to Pakistan.

* There are apprehensions in India that China is trying to
divert the flow of Brahmaputra.

e Situation in Jammu & Kashmir is volatile. The J&K is a
symbol of sacrifice for us. It was here that our ideologue,
Dr. Shyama prasad Mukherjee, sacrificed his life to uphold
the spirit of national integration. It has been the consistent
position of India and also of the BJP that J&K, including
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Pak-Occupied Kashmir, is an integral part of India and shall
always remain so.

* The BJP strongly believes that the India-China Boundary
Question should be resolved through peaceful dialogue and
in a fair, reasonable, mutually acceptable and pro-active
manner, and as a strategic objective.

The Chinese leaders acknowledged the issues raised by the BJP
delegation and agreed that these should be resolved through
peaceful dialogue and in a mutually acceptable manner.

While the existing mechanisms such as the Special
Representatives of the Prime Ministers of India and China were
seized of the Boundry Question and the government channels
were trying to resolve these issues, political parties in both the
countries should help in creating an atmosphere and public
opinion conducive for an early resolution of the mutual
concerns, the Chinese Minister of International department, Mr.
Wang Jia Rui, told the BJP President Nitin Gadkari and his
delegation.

The BJP delegation expressed concern over the reports of
Chinese troops in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. They told the
Chinese leaders that Indian Government has independently
verified and confirmed that PLA troops had entered the region.
More than 50,000 Square kilometers of territory in Jammu &
Kashmir is under the Chinese occupation.

Shri Gadkari pointed out that the BJP unit in Leh-Ladakh has
informed the party leaders that the people of Nyoma block of
Leh who live on the border with China are facing lots of
difficulties.

The incursions from the Chinese side in Demchok and the
border area have made life difficult for them, as there are a lot
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of Ladakhis staying at the zero point.

The BJP delegation visited a Party Member Management Centre
in Guangzhou to study the cadre building work of the
Communist party of China at the grassroots level.

Shri Gadkari and his delegation visited the Solar Power Research
Institute. In Beijing, the delegation also visited the Bamboo
Research centre. The Indian Ambassador to China Dr. S. Jai
Shankar hosted a dinner reception at his residence in Beijing.

In Shanghai, Mr. Ding Xuexiang, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Communist Party of China, hosted a dinner
in honour of Shri Gadkari and his delegation. The Chinese
leader lauded the positive contribution of the Indians, particularly
the IT professionals, in the development and progress of the
country. Mr. Xuexiang told the visiting BJP President that the
Indian community in Shanghai was very enterprising and
making positive contribution to the rapid growth of the city as
one of the biggest commercial hubs in the world.

"We welcome IT professionals from India because they are very
good", Mr. Xuexiang told Shri Gadkari. There are a large number
of Indian professionals working in different fields in Shanghai
and other parts of China.

Shri Gadkari appreciated the phenomenal progress Shanghai
has made in the last few decades to become one of the most
modern & beautiful cities in the world.

The NRI community in Shanghai hosted a reception in honour
of Shri Gadkari and his delegation. Speaking on the occasion,
the BJP Chief said young Indian professionals were doing a
wonderful job abroad and the country was proud of them. He
asked them to maintain links with India and help in whatever
manner they can for the progress and development of their
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motherland.

Shri Gadkari's visit to China was successful. He not only
established personal contact with the Chinese leaders but also
conveyed to them the seriousness of the party's core concerns,
an early resolution of which may go a long way in improving
the bilateral relations between the two countries in various fields
of mutual interest.

Hindi Service of Radio China broadcast a special interview
with the BJP President.

Glowing tributes were paid to the memory of great Indian
physician Dr. Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis, at a meeting
convened by the Chinese People's Association for Friendship
with Foreign Countries and Dr. Kotnis memorial Society in
Beijing.

The BJP delegation visited the Great Wall of China in sub-zero
temperature.
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