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Foreword

The court verdict on 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy has shocked the na-
tion. The revelations thereafter were much more shocking and deplorable.
It is now an accepted fact that insensitivity of the Congress and its leaders
knows no bounds. It is estimated that more than 20,000 people died and
many times the number are still suffering disabilities of various kinds due
the leak of poisonous gas from Union Carbide of India Limited (UCIL)
factory in Bhopal in 1984. The people continue to suffer the after effect of
the gas leak even today. Even in the wake of such a disaster the Congress
government of the day allowed the chief culprit Warren Anderson, the
CEO of UCIL to flee the country flouting the law of the land. What is even
worst is that the government colluded with him in allowing him a safe
passage.

The court verdict pronounced on the perpetrators of Bhopal Gas
tragedy is further weakening the faith of people in the system. The cases
related to the tragedy remained stuck in the cobweb of legal tangles for
nearly 23 years and when the verdict came out it was nothing more than
tokenism. Seven ex-employees, including the former chairman of UCIL,
were convicted in Bhopal of causing death by negligence and sentenced
to two years imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,00,000/- each, in addition to
a fine of Rs. 5,00,000/- on the Union Carbide India Ltd. (UCIL). This was
the punishment for the loss of more than 20,000 lives. While the CEO of
UCIL, Warren Anderson was helped to flee the country by the govern-
ment, no serious effort has been made to extradite him.

Bharatiya Janata Party raised the issue of Bhopal gas tragedy in the
parliament seeking answers from the government on its various acts of
omissions and commissions. In the Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition Smt.
Sushma Swaraj while raising the issue termed the tragedy not an accident
but an act of mass murder while Shri Kailash Joshi held Congress respon-
sible for letting Anderson flee the country. In Rajya Sabha, Shri Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Shri Prabhat Jha and Shri Vikram Verma recounted the
horrors of tragedy and sufferings of the people citing various acts of
Congress government which resulted in one of the worst tragedies of the
world. We are publishing the text of their speeches in the parliament for
our readers. We are also publishing the speech of Shri Arjun Singh in
Rajya Sabha. His speech which is seen as his answer to various charges
against the then Congress headed by him has raised many questions
again.
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Mr. Home Minister | would like to draw your attention to what
the CGM says according to the charge sheet and | would quote:

"The procedure for storage of MIC has been given at page 7.
MIC should be stored in underground tanks of stainless steel type
304 and 316 for safety reasons. The size of the tank should be kept
twice to the volume required for storage. As an alternative an empty
tank should be kept available at all the times.

Now, the CSIR Report reveals that the main cause for the
incident were:

+ The needless storage of large quantity of MIC in large tanks

like tank number 610.
Insufficient caution in design.
Choice of material.
Other alarming instruments.
Inadequate control on system of storage
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+ and on quality of stored material and as well as necessary fa-
cilities for quick effective disposal of material which led to the
incident.” There is one more thing, Mr. Home Minister:

"More so on the date of incident, refrigeration system was not
working. The flare tower was also out of order. VGS was inca-
pable of neutralizing the large quantity of MIC. The MIC which is
highly dangerous and toxic poison and stored in large quantity was
an act of omission on the part of the accused person and no step
was taken by the then authorities, namely, Shri Warren Anderson,
the Chairman, Union Carbide Corporation, USA."
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"This settlement shall finally dispose of all past, present and
future claims, causes of action, civil and criminal proceedings of
any nature whatsoever wherever pending by all Indian citizens and
of public and private entities with respect to the past present and
future dates, personal injuries, health effects, compensation, losses,
damages and civil and criminal complaints of any nature whatso-
ever against the Union Carbide Corporation...."

‘Union Carbide India Limited, Union Carbide Eastern and all
of their subsidiaries and affiliates as well as each of their present
and former Directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives,
attorneys, advocates and solicitors arising out of, relating to or con-
nected with the claims, causes of action and proceedings against
each other. All such claims and causes of action whether within or
outside India, all Indian citizens public or private entities are hereby
extinguished including, without limitation, each of the claims filed or
to be filed under the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster registration and
processing of claims 1985 and all such civil proceedings in India are
hereby transferred to this court and are dismissed without preju-
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dice and all such criminal proceedings including contempt proceed-
ings stands quashed and accused deemed to be acquitted upon full
payment and in accordance with the court's direction. The under-
taking given by UCC pursuant to the order dated 30th November,
1986 in the district court of Bhopal stands discharged and all orders
passed in suit no. 113 of 1986 and or any revision therefrom also
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"A total of 10,29,517 claim cases were filed and the Office of
the Welfare Commissioner, after adjudication, awarded compensa-
tionin 5,74,376 cases."
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ygpy Gl & — “"Compensation to the following categories of
claims of victims and the families may be enhanced as under: Death
- 5,295; permanent disability - 3,199; cancer cases about 2,000;
total renal failure about 1,000; temporary disability - 33,672."
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H qT AT /R, AN G 13 ART A | ARND! LM 1 fafesr ugiferm
DI ATHR Hel b 90 BOR PRIS HUY FaATTS & AT U TRB I
AT, T SR AR YAfaRvT @RT9 g3l B | 397 11 AN bl af <7
B, B9 AU YATEROT AT GRS BT | 90 TR s o o fafesr
USIfeTIH B | U X% IGART &, ST 3MFRIRT &I HU-IT Bl 31T 615
PRIS WU... 3T Pl [ 8H T8 DA HY? H 3MUBT AT IARI g, 1h
DY HY° NG NST A1 7 3P I FHgid B 91 9 of<ls el orel
2| S Uh B9 YAIECS el H I ¥ §, Sl & =@ & Arsy
PIC H el Y81 & | 98 D TITORYT WR & | S 8T dl el Beldl, FAN
IgT 9T BT I8 BToId &I T8, BAR HIUTe & AE-T FiIE MD]
AU | 399 Bac] & Ui WhaIR fhelex § UIF BT I STeTar &l 1
2, 7 981 SYddd Ga FHdT 8, T eUSUH ol Fhdl & | I8 T el 31
AT & | It BT UM STl 8, Sy IS el ! AhelT & | U & STaered
B & BRI AN B ST e 8 81 7T 2|

JurAET WRIGd, H g #A S BT A ArEdl g 6 90 TOR aRIe
WU BT S GHEHAT ST 2, SHH Y HRUT I8 9071 2 o &R <Ree
PICRAST BI T DRI PRAT T, AT I HeAT 1T BT AR—HUIC]
§g 81 SIIY, $9a oY 90 BOIR RIS WU Bl Al AT =12y | S
HEATT TR—UTC BT BT 31 T | TACY 90 FOIR PRIS WU Pl Gl
T § 3R AR T8T 15 BOIR AN 7R 7Y, ARG I—eTRg ST 917l 8T 1Y,
T @Y el 9aie 81 1S @R &9 I8i 615 BRIe U # BIS < | I8
gHeH 981 act &1 © | Ui R fharier # il Sedie © |

IUTEeE] ARG, Bhdacl a1 &1 Fal &, TR A UId) et &1 %&l
T W U I B BT IR Th U 2 | BANI Uh Hridbal sf. R
T = I U forar & &R U7 31 dfer & arer wofl 8, Rraar ofife g
i FTAET BT 397 AR UIG) Y &, 37ell o Al fhe | 98 79 a9y
BT g2 7 | foraH ferar R il Fardl Uy, @1 siiR S9! uRar
2 feARR, 1984 T I F1aTgS W Mdbvell 19 @ FUT H IR o7 | 9501
@ TIeT A garn {6 9o @1 g fhst wRE ' g € e
VAR SRUATA H SATST BT PIg Scold -Tat & | Fre iR A/
@ 919 3] 32 39 9 B {98 & Ud RUdTel H Wil BRI AT 7, &l
T RGBT BT T AT 7 8 | 398 <9 g $UY &1 TEHE
o T 2, <Ifh WRBR 7 FaTrdol BT Hael 25 BOR BUY Bl T &
21615 BRIe BT H I A 25 BOIR 39 92 &I U Y, foIah St
W 9 AR UV T B © | SHCIY H MUY HEAT aTedd! 8 b gARI
0Tl A9 ARTE 10




et Y <2 7T ¥ B | <9 9§ B g Y < fohe @R @ T
e WhaR fheriieR # Ul STeRldl 81 1T 2 | Il &9 JAscs el
B H uer 8, 99 oy uret afv <R fafeer dgiferam & &4 @1 @
<d 8U SRS HF Bl o wlie o 8, S a1 difdd A
EOIRI—BOIR PRIS BT TSI R MY, R qiaRor 1 g9 iR I
i QIfSAl &1 garmast o1 07 A1 I | SuTede Hered, od § 59 &9
@ Sl &S S UGU 8, 3 UR 37Tl g, | I oSS &l ok &l o — T
H3ATIo! 3R G &8 @l o1 fb ST RN T & a1 Sy | A o
ST AT BIgel ®I, I UBdll AMYTh aRT Gevdd, I Hraigs
BIURI BT TRIRAA B | AT BIgdd BT D 91§ UHIMSAR H bl
TECAT A oI | IRF &I R (MY AR ATt 41 7Y | I BT S
fiRTar ft far a1, ofed ARTIR & & @¢ 8¢ & a1g Rer faar
T | I Haa Rer € 78 fFar wan, afew aRs aifdeRal & |y
RGN I H 93T B faeetl amn 1 @i R feeell 9 smRaeT aua
T f&m T |

IUrAET HEIGY, H NS HAeFH § 39 YBl drEd g b I8 W
e & fider w= f5am a7 o Q1 <% SHHT Sare AT @ © o 98 W
fra & e W= fHam 127 o1? |9 A9 €, S &I fedel, YI=Ha off
AR Tl e Yol & J |31 Sl A1 A 2 | Sfelq H dar arsdl
2 % grew 98 o 7€), 91 e M, g6 98 € % w9 guam § | § ge
=TEd g fob I (o fobsr o fAicer o fobam wram or? Siisiied =1 <&t Sar
W FEl & dhIel JarHE Sfl ®I S¥a] GaR USvdd & ofF & 91
AT | 59 39T T URTHTeT f2vg SRIaR +1 BT | +R UM =g, a/dR
BT ST HAX & | TR U 26 T, 2010 BT AR &, RNIe I8 FeT, o
MY AT Il b ATl T H3Al SIl DT S o & 918 @aR fAedl
ot | fog ergaR # forar & —

"As our front page story notes, the Group of Minister's conclu-
sion that "contemporary media reports also indicate that the Prime
Minister was briefed on the matter after Mr. Anderson left the
country" is factually incorrect.

Assuming that G.K. Reddy's reports in The Hindu (especially
the front page story of December 8, 1984) are part of the contem-
porary media reports:” referred to by the GoM, its conclusion is
either a careless misreading of the reports, or, more likely, a clumsy
attempt at a cover-up."

27 SRR B8 V&1 & & M9 Sl 91 %8 I E, AT 5 M B
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Rured BT Sgel PR FE I TSl TEN R AT TH B PR D,
SR R BT BIRTET § | 98 RUiE S 39 9 qaRT fordl, 8
faaR, 1984 @1 9 RUIC, ST S, X1 7 f2=g # <1 oft, 39 RIS &r
IBI O BT T4 26 S & ATHR JWAR H aERT B 37| IH H
Ug X AR §, S Sild. XS A forar o —

"The American Charge d'Affairs, Mr. Gordon Creeb called on
the Foreign Secretary Mr. M.K. Rasgotra, to voice the US
Government's concern over Mr. Anderson's arrest despite the as-
surances of safe passage given by the Government of India." 3
R @I 1 H GIRT UG, ? SHRHT ATo—SI—ABAY e T o B
 TH.&. THET & U9 399 91 @ R1erad &1 off f IR SRR gRT
g M QU O & a1 foh U &l 9% il < fear Siee,
Nl ¥ ARTIR &t fhar Tar? sfead Ta-de fod wed 2?2 adisu
ARIIVRME Sff | 9o #37 B9 2, 78 1 T uar § |

IISTHAT HATerd # g H3ll JIR SR B #3rerd # o w73 (3
G ARTIUTATH): SUTee e[, Hexd HR P Gy |

IUTeAE Heed, ARRIVER Sfl, § I8 8 &1 § & Siaigd. o
Hew Hifsar Rured &1 €1 R1ep o o | I8 31T &4 &7

JUTeeT AT, 26 Tl Ugel dl AfSAT RUE B | ARIIUMHT ST, 26
AT Ugel dl Wfsar RuicHd &1 Rk Bl gY, IHD! A1 oId Y Siail.
UH. FEdl & b 3R 9 9T dchlelid Yere /3l &I gar gidl, al &H
A HF Afear RS a1 var | wesr Wifsar Rurd « a8 e 2 f 39
I @ TG HA DI d18 H TR & TS | ST HeRRT Hifsar Rure
AT ) famg =1 g8 WY et & e &) R &1 SIHget 9 Tetd
TS 2 AT ATl o) 32 B 3R I/ 26 T[H, 2010 B, AU 8 IR,
1984 &1 WaR BT | § 98 YSHR JT Y81 &, Sll I T 8 faqwR Pl
forar w3 o |

SUTETET Sfl, TRBR & ARI—ATT AT HEd & b TS Pl W fa
AT | H dET ArEdl g 6 A8 WTss & "er Tl 7, afed faerss @
AT 8 3R e faeTE &1, <ifhs sd Are—<arer 59 ey H ALd1aTs.
1 BRIl TR A ge—ores <vrel & | H I8l 8 #20 Sff A go =ned!
& & U grard ATdddral, TR SURTE, AIBRIgel & Al H, ALdnars.
T 5T & T[E A BT I H ST BT B IR 2, Afd 15 TR
ANl & TR TSXEH & <9 | I BT S Ig TRER Bl 2 |

JUTETeET ST, H BIg TEHR o] HE Bl g | TRBN 3Mdhs hed © fh
ARIGE TTST Hiade o, foFa 8- | 28 Ud.47 3R 2 T, 56 (Al |
AT 9 AT 12




THD TR b YIS a7l a1 o, FoeH efSRT &1 Srrasy o |

Suremey off, #§ Bos ATa=R T8 doil | # e faw &b e
ST & | 99 fawg &) uRfY # Igax @ 91 wwll | g Wl &
RIS GOUANT U 37T | Faf 77l g © | 89 I IR IIERVT 9
S| § B U gl IR 8] g fb U IR SASD (7Y U 1Y &
HAT BT 39 Siel # STerd € 3R Ol TR MY TSAT Bl Wi 8, S
15,000 T BT TR & |

IR O AT H I AT ATed] g b U TR Y AT, s
TR A SRR BT SHITST, U SRERT fFeTdl 8, ST Slel & dbi<ae 8,
AP A B B BT T HLAL3MS. g1 e <t & fh ve—ua faq
% fOTg SR W9 @1 Ariidd 1 81 df SLdl W Ieandl 8, i g
TG G & folg 27 H14, 1992 BT IRE Mdhed, 22 TS, 2009 BT IRE
e, oifh 3ot d W1aE. S aRvet BT drftel T2l BT T B |
59 forg H 39 v &1 oS g | § Udhed Uil ardt &1 &1 H Jern
IR TE B | TR U VA Hhel SSTERYT 8 | 9 SSTER9T 89 <, 9 9.
d.3ME. B BrRISC WR Tl BT AT 8  SETER0T < |

ST B AHER U5 H BT ® 6 F@r=d &1 o9 §€ @R & forw
Ardams =1 ool &1 & | # g arsdl § & S &) WRaR o Rt
3 ga-T 48 Y 2?7 T 3R US¥EH, U bl 9T I, FdT=rd] bl
MM &1 3R 918 H Bl [ &H ST UIeqd Tl dx Fad |

AR 1€ # FET & g9 BT DI H U™ T R Adhd, Sy
I WR TSl A8l ST 3R &Y 98 dxal QA7 | H Il qarn arsdl g
& g8 T av 1984 DI T | UeRAT Bl g b U UBell IR wlex
JATERY |, 2003 H AT AT | T9 TASIY & WRBR AT | T8 H g 8
®T B 8 | 8 HAI Sfl, I§ Srd1d I ¥ Aad A QA1 AT | 5 Had H
ST STarq 3T, IHD! H USHR TUDT 9T & § | U AT 54 — Fo=qH
UBT AT o, U8 28 TS Pl o, 28 SJells Bl YRSISIAA 3B IR
TS W STa19 31 T | S1ard # =i $al

"In May 2003, it was decided to forward the request for the
extradition of Warren Anderson on the basis of the available evi-
dence." #E, 2003 H IR TSI Bl URSISIIH & Radve e Woll
TAT| D 916 I8 2004 H BH Tl MU | A9 F DR ST dh HIE18TE
q 9D FUY & Y a1 fhar? H U8 yuer arsdl § | 98 ddd aRA
TERE ®T A el 8 | I8 Il 954 dawrgdi ¥ W g 8, VP 8
T2 2| A9 R awsha &1 e fa.

q9 1989 & 5T FHeiId &1 R7ep H favam e, S i &1 Y 19
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YIS |l =1 AR &1 | I8 Pel b &4 AP WIDHR T8l B |
TR Pel fd eHD! 3d I T8l Ae, IR I8 9 o | I8 I T8l
firetT, oifdrT e <IrImdel & SRe” <R e 3T | S |HEHd &7 TS
U R dTe] Ueb STol Bl SRR DI 3 Siked H FgRh et it
oY | Ud SISl I g AR BT el AI—a1d 19d |1 41 e =i
off | 980 AR T 980 B el AT oI, 3FR B Y A dhad 19 difed
3 Y 9 | WfhT I AR A 5T FHSI DI AN &1 T 99 1991 H S
M =TT QT | a9 1991 W TS SR U R SiRed ddbedela A,
g A1 Ui AN BT HIREIGRA o9 o1, et SiofHe daeaciaT & o,
IB HeT & i AT JHer qarerol &1 2, SAD! &H TaT o I,
S ST fohfAer ARATST &9 99 IR < ©, SdT 8H &cH Il 3IR”
B9 TS fob 31T 3R BISIER] GhaH! I <18l Al el dobdl & | I
TSR B! IR TS USHR H YD FAH ATsdl G|

"The contention that the Court had no jurisdiction to quash the
criminal proceedings in exercise of power under Article 142 (1) is
rejected. But, in the particular facts and circumstances, it is held
that the quashing of the criminal proceedings was not justified. The
criminal proceedings are, accordingly directed to be proceeded with."
I8 T =T Al | I G gY SR SR BIsieR) HeH GaRT STd |
[T STaTeAd] # TIel X8 BISIER] ghad d1fud Yo 8 Y ...

q ST BISTER) ghaH Y gY, ANT T §U | S8I $el, g4 faari
TSTE IFRIBT BT DI H TS T2 &, IRAT DISI H HH A HF BIGTGRT
qHaH TSI | offdh] S a1 1996 H R U €RaT gaT, R Uah JawhTg
TS | O ghaH ATSURN B €1RT 304 (2) & - 9 32 9, oA+ < |req
DI TS BT YU of, S5 GUH BT & SIRCH ABHal 1 304 (2) A
o 304 (T) # R AU faH wact S ATl B Aol BT WG of |
I T Hel, W H GeHx 9T aredl g |

It says:

"It is held that on the material laid by the prosecution, appropri-
ate charges which are required to be framed against the accused
concerned are under Section 304 (A) of the IPC. In the result of
the appeals filed by the accused, charges framed against them un-
der Section 304 Part 11 are quashed and set aside."

SR EHS! Bl ITHTINRT BT g T <R fiel | <1
AT DI FI BT TG o dTell IRT ESTHR &I FTel DI Aol & JTae
# et <1 L | I I GIGET o, S JIBTE o | S HY AR HET
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5 I8 A 3o+ X = b 399 fha—fhas w1 Wl Werr g, 98 #
AT T &I Fabell | TifehT Tl 31T A T8l garT |

SRT ST e & 6 Hoigd 7 &1 A1l &1 |9l &1 | d9—9S EgaR]
= ferar — "Justice is blind. After 25 years, only two years' punish-
ment."

HISNgH T HRAT? IHD 81T 98 A | 39 Al DI -ild SIReH
JrEHel 1 I o o1 &1 off o1 &1 98 uRT et &1 |Tet Bl |l
& YIGET § PR <1 TS Y | HISHTH ]I Alel I SATET B Foll el § Fahdl
o | I SAfABTH AT GT & | <lfhT S aTe a1 §AT | Ueb SIISITH
qET 1, U SN #ed Ul § 97 | I s=i ad fhar f &9 ua
FRfca TUSTer STelil | Hed Uael WRGR -1 73 o & g9 fSRgae aIc,
AIITel H U fUSTer STei?l | cifdh Joi 5 © fh #ed Uasl IR d
fsReae &Id, Wiurel & urdl g9+ S, a1 AE8ME 7 bl {6 ud! B8
SArHe B TET B, 7 UQY WRABR Ut 9 €1 e Al | 991 3@ © o
= fAfeR o war #30 Sft & gl fordt €, S S8l del & &
3R & U1l 9 ST ot Wang o1 R g 2T | AiE & g
ATgd €1 B8R | g9 a1 Merex A9 Gl Bl TS d<il | O/ d% I8
TR WRER BT Ut G F 791 e & 2 | § 78 7 oft | gu
e g 5 I fAfAReR ¥ v w30 S & o= forar € ok @er € f
BT FT FR BT 27 IR eI U¥ WRBR g8l uret aefl, a1 & Aoiqa
BT | # og 381 € & 98l 9 U udrd uiRa 1) &9 1989 HT ST
e X O H 7 184 & &l oIl =meeh! o | § 78 w3l Sl 4 HEl
=Tl g [ a1 Siieligd -1 wgRfed UM STe &1 a3 63 & | 3R
GG I8 YR UTRT Bl AT STTUDT & defac! a1, M@ 1 Holdd
BT o WRAT A4S« Uh A1 fAeax 99 9 & R o fear
o Awsiia +1 T ISl & ey e fobam | @am U ggel 1 gall wTel?
i DI & ol BT Fel fGere qikd dr—dre FRE fdar 127 | 98
Heetiie T TSR qHTHR AT 1T | 31T AT 1 BRa 87 MR FE TA1q
dae uikd ofl, a1 ®Rfea UM & 9a fenm | gie @I &
IRITEeT el b IRARI WEE Sil YN SH—H14 BT AiIfe el g,
I 39 Rolge o= fean, a1 &9 38 i 991 <i?

JUTAET Sfl, S A1 U AR YT 8, S dgd a1 2 | T8 I8 © b
9 haedl # 3meT W 20 B9R Hfgd < AT 991 83l & | 99 Her
15 AT 9 AT

&1 fammer &9 a1 S, S e B9 a1 S, I8 U a7 I8 IR
T 83T 2 | Haey) dTel BEd § b 59 MAHgR o STl | Mg §ER
@ U YR BT U S8Rl ¥ & | I81 3 bar Bl ol T IR al |
BT ol SIHR AT B Pl Adeld & b Yo AR BTG DI g QT | H
BT @S 8 [ STd THIATS AT AT B IHRDT I 31T T 3R 79
T AT U7 | dE Sh_i H MY o SR ST HevdlT ©, o1 I8 AR
dg Tai H SR At ot el AT ST Fehdl? Sd T8 do—as M
SIRT RS & | AR I8l 9 USRI 8] 2 | SP IgI FOIRI—BIR,
AGI—Rgl Hifgd < BT AT fhar AT 2 | AR 8T SFR oATel 4T
AT 4T {912 A Ul e AR AT @R T3, A1 Ueb SR 4irel 9e
SIRATT | $99 QR R o <191 & forq g g afoRy SfHRebt 9of=T =1fey |

#H 31T PRl 8 b STaiYd o Sil RYBIRET &1 8, 39 RywIRel 4
TE T & O I TRABR BT ST ST <& B | G B F Fel U
&9 H I8 $el, [ AMYh DI a1 Aiel B1 Foll [Aell, T8 STd Gold PIc
H ST HH HRAT T, AT G BIS | g A 7 wat 6 o1 3y
31 25 98 T ATEC © | 25 a¥ 91 A1 I8 BT 837l © | 379 15 AT
8IS BIC H T 3R 10 AT J&i & | o7l & fb G Bic ol Al
ST SIRT J&ET & | H =M<l §, 371 59 e A AN $Rell §, BT S
PG HIMAT BT § b ART B1SA SIS Tl Bl A1si Bl A
U TSl U8 IR UIRT N & a9 1989 T FHsidT <€ fhar S &iR
Tep 7T FHSICT fbar ST | foRT |Hsiicl & Aregd 9 1 difsal &1 Sferd
HaTTgSTT fAel, ST &1 qaied s el | $9 Her B Ao SFRST Aol
SR |

T8 HAI S, § 37U SREARK HRAT AT g, (b Sl JhaHAT JARDT
S YA & ASY PIC H Il 8T 8, IGH WRA TR U] a4 | 7
TE WREHR Bl ) U] g9 ¢ 3R FOIRI—BOIR, FRIS SUI B araol
1 R, T AR ST gARY =1fes vfehar @ Raeell et g¢ 1 €, S 84
ST e 8Y T €, S fafeer USiferam &1 o | fa@reR Sl
TAT AR ST S BHABA &, IAY BOIRI—BOIR BRIl YU BT JIATISI
MY IFHRET A o MY | AT BT 9IT T fIaATg IR T8l &
=g Y g MG | IgA—agd FIAIE |
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BIAA o YferA Blalgs A Fatrdt

det feRn 3R vsIAa @t Bist
Jh dyk*k ki

AR 9T 7eTed, § are i S
BT T el R8T 8 3R A A I 99 "R
afed g8 2|

JHTIfT Aweled, 59 SMF R I8 dREMI
ST 1T o1, a8 STHIF BIall RS & A | ST
ST Y ST TR aTd & ST H I1 BT Uve gall
PRI oY | 18 H ST9 ARCR Wl 41 Al 39 A
DI Tl Bl AT 7 o1 | 9 STHIF TR PIg W HRGHT T S
Al 8T <1 ST Aty o aifc a8 Sl ¥ ST g3 RRAT AT | effeb
9 94 & d1A9[E ARBR 7 I81 RGN T B JFAT < | TRBR Bl
AT o b I THTEHI Aied &8 WIUTeTdd SR 6T TRART fdl ST
a1 8 | a9 1981 H Teb AR QAT T 9T WY ot Sig I BT R gar
3R B AR AR T o | I FHY ARBR 1 39 AR 474 &1 & fb
379 VY gedT g3l B, IS H 399 YIH gl e Aol 8, Sfery U
DI FRRAT BT ST | ST 31T §arT 17 o S 99 St €1 S el
Y ST B Y ot | 9% & o a4 are # g Rurd & fb 0@t
DI W I 81 8, T8 AR a1 & AR THH FB B DI ATTLIDHT
TE B | safory @IS W HRIAE I dreigs 7 € B, T & I
IRBR 7 I W Bls <d1d STl | D IRVTHEGRT Ig gedT Tl off |
9 Ig el ", Al $9H BRI AT 3IR U AR Y AR Uell il SR
H IS % I, 7 UK R B US| 5 TRIG BT geAl & af fad a1 |
T S gATd | AT AT | R @ART @Y 1ival | STt &1 J@1 off, 9 'Ri
A FMHAdR 9 & A1 I8! F$hi R & 9 8l T3 R I oAl db
I TG Gl WR IS 32 | 34 TBR F T, 49, ot iR fafeemai &
31q W A a1 a6 a8f us e, S 918 &1 SHS T Bl §SrT T |
g1 91 GHCHAl & "cH $I BRI I o [ ARPR 7 Teld o8 W
BRI DI T bl AT <1 o1 | 7 T I8 Priarel =iel Ya o,
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I G JATUTADBISA AR AT AR B SANT oIt ¥ § o, 84 Ual 41 718l
=reTl f e argafd <1 g | 59 89 419 HEIH & dTe Sl ¥ 918N 31T,
qd PRWM & iiq G ST Gl o | G FEled, 3 el & arg g8l
@ Yo IR 1 deablel BRIATE] B+ & (o1 Bl T | I781 gHdb]
SiE g @l & ge T Fi gl IR g8 foly a1 rawen gl =12y? 6
ARG 3 B DI AH—AHIg BT BIH Y 81 14T | GIoRT = A1 31 B
% PR 3T | 6 IR BI R0 BT IS AT AT AT b $qb] ST
idarg T AT <1 7S & 3R 98 59 1M BT Bl | 394 Yford BT AT
MUY BT TS | Yo STl BIRaTg el bR qeh! qdifeh Sfie AIdIaig bl
g <Y 78 21 | RIS 7 39T S H 3116 & fakng THROT 91T 3R
I BT A THMA R B 3T 737 | F9RI ART AR Y, T8 Hidies
DI AT oI, =] 39S dTa[E S SMMAd UR 8IS AT 17 | 39 &A1
TR Al HIUTel ¥ o | I8 YoRT Pl AT T | ffdhT TSR Pl S
R BIS 3T 7T | S99 AIGI3TE 1 HB T8l Hel | Sg AT & e
TN & BT T fb g2 @l BT 741 & ol S&i- bel b gad el
JATETREHATY G B & 918 & BiSl 2 | 7 Yfold BT qardm T, 7 hic
DI AR AT 3R FH BT 18R | B 91d B BIS Qa1 AT | TS
BT AT SAD IR 8IS H &1 SHAET <hR Bl (a7 77 |

HEIGY, IRUC SIRI B & dTas]@ I dRUS Bl AMIe T8l BT T |
3t Al 8l @l gferd aRue drfiel 814 T IRl oW R8I & | 9 [gelh
JURTE Tof & | SFBT DI H U fhdT ST B | 919 T8 g1 ae) SHD
Aohlel dTe JRIHAT -1 USREH 3R SH FedINl Bl RRWIR B B
el for | /ey vaer gferd YA dlaigs & IR 8199 H YSRT &l
ARTAR TR T TS | INIC IR DI HRATS et 8l el off o qrege=i
IR RPN wrAH A | S faeell Ugar < | 39S d1< I8l &
Potdex AR T & A1 S faeetl AT ) faar 17 :iR SHa Raetd
HIS BIRATg TE BT TS |

JHTYFY SfY, S R & ST 3ATST 37eueT ©, S8+ 39 Tl B &
% 915 A1 FrdSI~e WU W a1 B 1d &4 IR paigs 9 g & forg
U7 AT oI | 319 YT fhe a1d T G aney? =i+ 59 a1 Pl
WeR fhar 2 | a9mafa Sit, #a-1 98 aRIY WY © & 9 999 &1 s
WRER -1 I BIags ¥ gAd & o1y U form 2 | 3R 39 SR I
BIST AT © | 39 YA & | Ad1es. & Reras sreaer 7 Y drerr © fb
g A9 ¥ R fa aafth & of U7 IR B, g AT AH ¥ |
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Rajya Sabha

Union Carbide was the illegitimate gift
of Emergency : Ravi Shanker Prasad

BJP National General
Secretary Shri Ravi
Shanker Prasad MP
participated in the
debate on Bhopal Gas
Tragedy in Rajya Sabha
on August 11, 2010.
Full text of his speech:

Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am extremely thankful that you
have given me the opportunity to speak on an issue of such
importance. It is now 26 years that the worst industrial disaster
took place in Bhopal. Nearly, 20,000 people died. We can only say
that, today, justice and accountability has been the real casualty.
We are proud to be a democracy governed by rule of law, but it is
a matter of shame that we have not been able to give justice to
them nor substantial satisfactory rehabilitation. If the hon. Minister
of State is here to listen to me, the first question | would like to
know when | go forward, is: what is the exact number of dead?
We understand that the registered dead are 15,274. But the NGOs
have publicly stated that the real number of dead is 22,146. After
how many years we are discussing Bhopal in Parliament, we also
need to introspect. When I say so, | must salute the NGOs working
in Bhopal with the victims who have really fought for them in a
very powerful and committed manner, and they need our
appreciation.

Sir, I was trying to go through the records, and, to my dismay,
I learnt that this MIC plant, the lethal gas, was the illegitimate gift
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of Emergency days. The Union Carbide had applied for licence in
the year 1970. All the officials were opposed to it because the
technology was obsolete. It was sought to be really foisted on India.
They opposed for five years and knowing the whole, the Emergency
came on 26th June, 1975 and they were given the licence on 31st
October, 1975. Sir, the District Judge had noted that ‘in spite of
repeated requests, no proof was given for the safety standard in
Bhopal, for the same standard as in the US companies of Union
Carbide. Sir, there were warnings. In the year 1981, one worker,
Mohd. Ashraf, had died. There was also an accident in January,
1982 in which 25 workers had suffered serious injury because of
leakage of gas. Mr. Rajkumar Keswani, an eminent journalist, had
written many articles in Jansatta. There were stark warnings, yet
no action was taken. Sir, thereafter, disaster struck on 2nd and 3rd
of December, 1984. We all know it. | come straightway to 7th of
December, 1984 when a shameful incident happened.

Warren Anderson, the Chairman of Union Carbide, came to
Bhopal and was arrested. Mr. Arjun Singh was the Chief Minister;
he is a Member of this House. | have a copy of the statement
issued by him which says ‘that the Government is committed to
apprehend the real guilty — and they are the guilty — and the
Government will leave no stone unturned to fight on behalf of the
people who have been the victims.” Brave word indeed! And,
thereafter what happened? Mr. Anderson was escorted by the
DM and SP to the airport and was allowed to fly in a Government
plane to Delhi and then to US. | have seen Mr. Anderson statement
on television. ‘Bail or no bail, house arrest or no arrest; | am going
to go.” Mr. M.K. Rasgotra, the then Foreign Secretary, has
confirmed publicly that “he met me, he met the Home Minister, he
met the then President.” Once this happened, | see another statement
from the Government of Madhya Pradesh. | have also got a copy
of that statement. ‘He was not required for investigation.” What a
surprise? About 20,000 people died, the Chairman is coming and in
the space of three hours, the CM is changing his stand. We hear
the Deputy Chief Commissioner, Mr. Grieve, saying that there was
an agreement. Hon. Home Minister, | have got a copy of the
Pittsburgh Press of the USA. Mr. Chidambaram, you can kindly
have a look at it. | am really showing it; yes, with the permission of
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the Chair. | am reading one line from this newspaper. A company
statement, issued at its headquarter in Danbury, Connecticut, said
‘the arrest violated an Indian Government promise to provide
Anderson with safe passage.’ This is the statement of 7th December,
1984 issued by Pittsburgh Press. Therefore, today, Sir, at least,
now we would like to know in the Parliament as to who allowed
Anderson to escape. It is a sensitive issue. Obviously, the pressure
was there from some very top level. At least, we need clarity. Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, with your very wide experience, you are
aware that if the nation cannot uphold the law, it cannot preserve
the order and when Anderson was allowed to escape, the authority
of the State surrendered before the accountability and the
responsibility of the State.

Sir, there is an Act of 1985; | do not want to go into that. But |
would certainly say one thing today. Why is it that when any accused
is fair-skinned, the Government is not able to take a tough stand, be
it Warren Anderson or Quattrochi? Here | would not say anything
beyond that except that the might of law is there to bail them out
repeatedly. That is what our experience has shown. Sir, | now
come to the third issue, that of the flawed prosecution. As | said,
the Government took upon itself the act. The Government filed a
case in the District Court of New York. I would like to say this with
a great degree of humility.

The hon. Home Minister has been a very eminent lawyer; the
Leader of the Opposition, Shri Arun Jaitley, is a very eminent lawyer;
my good friend, Mr. Ashwani Kumar, is a very eminent lawyer,
and I am a small lawyer. What troubled me more is this. | have got
with me a copy of the plaint which Government of India filed in
New York and there they castigated the Indian judicial system and
they said that Indian lawyers were not competent. | would like to
read it because that is very, very important and, indeed, | regret to
say, in a foreign court. 1 am reading, Sir, from the order of the
court; “Rejected. Plaintiff: Government of India. Plaintiffs contend
that the Indian legal system lacks the wherewithal to be allowed to
deal effectively and expeditiously with issues raised in this lawsuit.
Plaintiffs urge that Indian practitioners emphasized oral skill rather
than written briefs. They lack specialization, practical investigating
techniques and qualities of partnership”. What was the need to
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condemn Indian lawyers before the foreign courts in a plaint which
you subsequently lost? Thereafter, they filed a suit at the District
Court, Bhopal. Here I would like to highlight, with a great degree
of pain, the shameful manner in which the entire proceedings were
conducted. | have got a copy of the plaint. They said, 2660 people
were killed and a claim was made of Rs.3900 crores; three billion
dollars. The matter travels to the Supreme Court. | have got a
copy of the Supreme Court judgement. There, the Attorney General
of India says that we are willing to negotiate for a compromise for
500 million dollars.

How is it that 20,000 people die and when you make a claim
for Rs.3900 crores, you negotiate a compromise through the Attorney
General for merely 500 million dollars? And what the court gave
was only 470 million dollars, that is, abound Rs.700 crores. The
worst, Government of India agreed to quash all the criminal and
civil prosecutions. | do not want to say who was in power when
this order was passed; the world knows it. When the Opposition
comes to power, Sir, the matter is reopened. The Supreme Court
realizes its mistake and allows the prosecution to continue criminal
case, but the civil liability case was not reopened. Thereafter, comes
the judgement of Supreme Court of the year 1996. Sir, | am lawyer
too and | have the highest regard for the Supreme Court. The
Supreme Court has done great work in the field of human rights,
upholding the Fundamental Rights and for the growth of our
democracy. But the way in which the Supreme Court in 1996
quashed the charge of 304 (part 2), punishable for ten years through
simple criminal negligence, | would say, Sir, is deeply regrettable.

The hon. Supreme Court handled the massacre of 20,000
innocent Indians,described by Justice Krishna lyer as ‘the
assassination’, as if it were a simple truck accident. What is further
regrettable is, the then Chief Justice, Justice Ahmadi was a part of
this Bench; there was an earlier order for construction of a hospital.
He was further a part of a Bench which released the property
confiscated by a Bhopal court. And he then passes an order
thereafter — | am happy Mr. Arjun Singh is here; he would, at
least clarify something — and after his retirement, he becomes the
life Chairman and trustee of that hospital. Sir, | have the highest
regard, but this conduct of Justice Ahmadi, | must say with full
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sense of responsibility in this House, cannot be appreciated.

Sir, he was Chief Justice of India; | have to take his name. Sir,
you know it better. To quote the former Chief Justice of India, J.S.
Verma, his comment was, “His reasoning cannot be supported”;
and Justice Sawant, publicly stated, “This taking over of the life
chairmanship of that hospital certainly did not do any good to the
image of judiciary”. Those public comments by two eminent jurists
have come to us.

Now, Sir, | come to the trial part. The trial commenced at
Bhopal CIM Court. Apart from other witnesses, | would only name
three crucial witnesses and those witnesses are T.R. Chauhan,
who was the MIC Plant Operator, Mr. Kamal Parekh, Safety
Officer and Umesh Nanda, who all confirmed that there was no
safety standard. They all have said that an attempt was being made
to dismantle this plant and take it to Indonesia.

Here, 1 would ask a question from CBI. Under a law if evidence
has come of culpable homicide under Section 216 of the Cr.P.C.,
charge can be amended. When the evidence has come on record
that the entire safety management was poor and deliberately steps
were not taken, why didn’t the CBI move the court for alteration
of charge under Section 304A? Will the CBI be active only in the
case of some politicians in Gujarat? There was a case of 20,000
innocent people losing their lives and no action was taken. We
know of the double standards of CBI. In case of National Highways
scam, officers had been arrested, but charge sheet was not filed
because the investigation was going to senior people. We know of
cases that the entire course of investigation is changed only because
the political equation keeps on changing. But, at least, in this case
when the CBI was handling a case of massacre of 20,000 people,
we expected the CBI to be fair and reasonable. | regret to say that
in spite of voluminous evidence on record in the last four or five
years particularly against the Safety Officers of the Union Carbide
and others, no action was taken. This is deeply regrettable, | would
like to say very clearly and categorically. Sir, I got the judgment of
the District Court and 1 would like to read this paragraph 192. It is
very important and is a part of the court record. | quote, “In the
present case, there is a chain of circumstances supported by expert
witness and the evidence of the employees of the UCIL that prove
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the negligent conduct of all the accused persons, who were working
in different capacity at the relevant point of time and were able to
avoid such type of incident by proper care and caution. However,
they did not take any action and there is clear-cut omission on their
part. They are also having good knowledge that if the shortcomings
in the instruments are not rectified, such incident could happen at
any time. Knowing all the things, they omitted to do what they
were entrusted to do.” If this is the finding of the court, then 304
Part 11 of the IPC is really made out. It was not made. It is a clear
case of failure of CBI, and really the double standard of CBI is so
evident in this about the casual and indifferent way in which they
have dealt with the whole matter. Sir, | have to just make three or
four quick points and questions to be asked from the hon. Minister.
Hon. Home Minister, your GoM has come with a package of
Rs.1500 crore. | understand that your Government is having a very
good relationship with the USA. Recently, there was a case of BP
Leak in the Gulf of Mexico. President Obama told the BP people
come and pay, otherwise stop doing business there, and they paid
20 billion dollars for compensation and cleaning. How many people
died? Just 11 people. Hon. Minister, here 20,000 people died, and if
I believe the NGOs,22,000 plus people died. So many people became
disabled. Even now we have studies that mothers’ breasts are having
lead and mercury for children. Therefore, the entire generations
are going to be affected. Is your Government going to show the
same degree of strength and courage of conviction in asking those
people to pay, be accountable and be responsible. Sir, it is equally
important for President Obama and the USA to understand that if
the lives of 11 Americans is important, then the lives of 22,000
Indians is equally important. There has to be this clarity which |
would like to emphasise with complete authority at my command.
You have promised extradition of Anderson. It was only the Indian
Government in May 2003 which sent the extradition request which
was turned down in June 2004. Now when so many evidences
have come, is the Government going to make a sincere effort?
About two months ago, | was in the USA. | had an occasion to
meet Mr. Frank Pallon, the House of Representatives Member
from New York adjoining State New Jersey. He is a pro-India
Leader. | saw his statement signed by many other Members of
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Congress that the USA should not stand on prestige and Warren
Anderson needs to be deported.

Is your Government going to take tough actions in that regard?
This is the second question that | would like to ask. The third is:
you have filed a curative petition. But, the name of Warren Anderson
does not figure in the whole controversy in that petition at all also,
which ought to have been mentioned in fairness to demonstrate the
enormity of the suffering of the people. I would like to highlight
this. I know it can be cryptic, but Mr. Chidambaram will very well
know how he makes his case and how the cases are presented.

Lastly, 1 would like to know from the Minister what is the
exact number of people who are dead, what is the exact number of
people who are disabled, what is the exact number of people who
are handicapped and what is the exact number of children who are
suffering. It is very important, Sir. | will just conclude by saying
that the quest for justice is not something which we owe for ourselves
but also for posterity. That is a challenge which we need to face.
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S ar ¥ 3T el 7T fob ST opinion o1, T f5/ &4 3 oA B
T Aeorgae YR ) Ry, A o Ry, I8 &9 9o & 8, Ife $s9
HIgS Bl AT AT & fHd ) 98 | 93 adiad & U of MY, T 98
I Gl b ST WIgal iR ST sections €, s9& Fid I8 ATHAT el
g9aT ®, A1 a1V I8 T 87 <Ifhd fordT SHeRT o arfey, 4
RTERI & & 91T [R € | IR—9R I8 BATdT fhar ST J&T § | 1T o
ATl & TG WY TS BT ST B 12T TR wetrar fbam ST e 8, S
IR—AR T8 HET IS & ¢ |

W, 8 GOM TRE IR &I 91T &, SSITH BT BIg Aderd el 2 |
STSITGH = T fBAT? ST SIRT [Tl 1 ST § SR iy, Fed yasl
BT ST 3 GO | 3D STATH TR &1 BT Yeb Wl ANTRD 3R SHT T
<, ar # AR <ar &) g9 omum R e & R At B garash
e @1 o, 3T iR cut FR 1, dadt fIfics @Rl ®f Jarras far
SIT YET 2 | U8l 1 HIUTel &1 ST dl Bls {3, imos a3 &< foran f&
AT # ell, HITel & JIRIURT el | MU A8 iR MU & ol
B W e o faar o, R oM &9 wed € f R wore # A9 =72
R, DT AIGH © [ I/ RIER s H T8I, offdb fdh T8l I T
83Tl b dael a1 81 JaATIST MAel? T 3R ard 37 Al Bl fHerdr o,
SITQ | fhdl T AfE &1 g WUy e 78 © SR Al U aRg ugel &l
g8 fdl Reflt & 3fax of P18, A1 IHDI I8 U oARd vl I
PHRETST BT ST | I HoTld -Ta] df IR T 87 314 S R 87 fsd
B B | 314 SH UBR B 91 B T81 Al Bl WSH Bl 91 PR 8 ©,
g aRRfT 3T g8 991 &1 2| #eIey, ¥R $edl © b I Ay S
gRReIfCRI a8 a=7c Fell O R&I €, 314 319 Hed & fob Anderson &1
direct involvement =2f g=1ar, @ Anderson @7 involvement &% w21
AT 87 U IR S A2 €, 1981 A H faur |awr &1 Gy o, 1981 # 4
I 8%, S 15 fa d1e bR 1981 H I olidb gs, ST 29 AT yeTfae
8U | 981 Yo fdd, 3ifRex HIBHIE 3R &I Al gs | by 1983 H
GEeAT 88 | <1 1980 & 91 W, U & 91 U gee 81 3&l & | Anderson
DI 4T ATeH AT b IHBT S HREMT 8, IAH clldbal © | I9H I— =rol
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T &, T/ oflep 811 9 U GG 81 Habell &, AN AlSll Bl STFBRI
oft | f5ra =fad &1 97 #1e 2 5 N WRE™ 3 98-8 811 © 3R 590
oI B | gHeHT 81 |l g, 3 dd &8 8 © & SaadT involvement
&l BRTI? 3779 ETell fhHl goh Aoigr Pl Udhs ol fdh gdaT involvement
2 3R 39 udR W SHd1 direct involvement =1 21 He was
knowing everything about his plant. ¥ #Te[H oI fh I8 wiic &Har
2, 38 RIT—RIT HHOIRAT &, ST SR ¥ & TS | 5d ST I8
|g A o IR 39D d1g AT I8 [ BIaT @ o M¥Ed wu A
Anderson ¥ 77 ¥R sections H FoIR¥ a1 & 3R D! IH A
HSIRA G911 ST <A1 o1, offchT Sl Blgl 14T |

15 fa~TwR &1 W19 @H BT ®, 89 997 I8 A directions St &
% 9 SMART BT U MY WH & 5 GIfTT | T IS AT Al
AT ART S JRIHAT o | IHBT ART 7 ggM BT ez foaRad H 781 <7—
&9 g forRad § 21 <, o9 §H 3ANT BT 3707 3T GH B ¢ |
SHH A1 @rged o, offd 3 91 fagail § 9§ o R 0 ==t 7 g2 |
9 YBR Uh & d1a U Y33 facell H dSdR 83Tl iR AT BT ST
@ T ST BT | FETed, Ay U iR a1 & Tl oRw § et e
MBI BT AT | T8 IR S HoRT Ul BTl &, I8 +RT fIuTT | &,
QR TG 9T 8731 2, T8t A 30 279 3fl THUSY 8, YIaayRT, ST Ueh
9gd 991 seRgad R 2, 39 Sefigae gRar #, drawgwr & agf &1
32 Hifge e HeRT UgdTaR s & o, landfill &= &1 | 89 BROT
SR 3R M-I & AR SATH H YT STexlell 81 ¥&T 8 | 81 IR AN
1 3ffeTer fhaT | AT SR AW S 98l R 7Y | S 98] W &y
SR ST A AT HiIY, &A1 AR | S8 Sl b § 39 91 & forg e
HATAT § b TBT D 31T | ST & d1d H BT UDhSHR I8 & AR,
IRIIR ¥ WIS BUT &, PET & I8 Tl 8 ©, I8 T8l Y AT TAT| st
TSR Pl AIGH el &, 7L U™ & & 731 ol Bl AleA 721 & | fov
TE ¥ B8 WHR BT GATaRT T, Rieas 811 § I8 8, BH $R &l
2 f& a8 & Serax 32 Hifgd <7 ue IJ8i s7 o faar | difie I8
ferar rar & <7 Arsew U gg off, sideiver 3R GaagR | P I
PR T e gafery g9 Mg HiqwqR # of 97T | oY &g < € % &
A AY PRIS ®BUT W BT IR A T BRIS BT 8H 3MMUhT ITDT WH
PR B oy S | YIAHYR 319 U SSRgdel DRISR H SITUH ARPR B
TEANT ¥ Aol ¢ grs H 3 gbl © | A T8 HeRT 981 Ul a1 Al Sad
TSI giifa Bl ofk 9gd 9T 3ffaIe 8T | 8ART &8l & & & @l
33 ATt I A

WRBR T Al BIS BT T Gd HR? T8 SIS Dffded & T
2| SIS DG -1 I Bags Bl WIS fordn | W), § Mud I3
Diwed @1 Rfa gardr 8| smRer & gifa vd A sman,
JUATHS Al H SIS DB B IH HICATD! & WRA H USIBROT SToq
HRa # Regd < BT SI¥ grm 137 2 | Sl 981 IR gfadfd gagar €,
q B— RS!, U 10 Sl | A TATAT 98T W URTEET 2 |

W, § P e § @H BR BT gl 2,400 FRIS WY BT (o114
fEgT H SIS BAdH B BT ¢ | 31U SIS Hidhed UR a1 I15Y
fh oo 39 @RIeT ¥ | Fifes gfrae Fratse g # dur 98 a7
Fpall, fTEfd & safery 99 HH- Bl SIS dfded & AT IR RSP
TG HEIH ¥ AR IS 81 R@ g, o R responsibility s/
DB DI I B | B B TRBR DI 39 R TG g AMRY | Dae
@es | PBMH el A | ST |IaTel H UIqHYR H 32 S g8] Pl BN g,
X 81 ¥ SO SR HE! GT8% of I | I8 Hd HB AT DHIAT TS |
T 3 feAie © fb Rerfr g a9+ =2y & gerrast & it faaror #
ST 81 R8T 8, 98 7 81 3R | ANl &I 9¢ R F Farrdor faar S
AT | BH A HH A W H ST 2, JIIRTE €, S8 dl 31T USSHSUSIH
TeT BN IR TSR Bl A BT 910 BN qAT 39 B DI I8 | 9Tex
o ST @1 9T BN, T TR 89 HIATe @1 ST & <11 =R 6 gTuiT,
LT FRT MMUD HEIH ¥ ST B
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“There have been persistent calls for
granting bail to Mr. Anderson from Home
Ministry officials in Delhi”, says Arjun Singh

Congress MP and Former Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shri Arjun Singh spoke in Rajya Sabha on
August 11, 2010 on Bhopal Tragedy that took place
during his tenure.

I am very grateful, Mr. Deputy Chairman, for the concession
given to me by the House. It is a matter of great anguish to recount
the events two-and-a-half decades later and the experience that
we have gone through is almost equal to coming out of the jaws of
death. On that fateful night of 3rd December, 1984, as any other
faithful citizen, | was also asleep. Around midnight I felt a very
acrid smell in my nostrils, and | felt suffocated and got up. On
enquiry, I was told that some poisonous gas had leaked from the
Union Carbide and it was spreading. | don’t have to inform the
House that the wind does not know any direction nor does it follow
anybody’s dictates. Whichever side the wind went, the gas went.
Those of us who are fortunate survived; those of us who are not
fortunate did not survive. Many of us suffered the after-effects of
that gas. It was not a simple tragedy that is being described here
and much less is it amenable to exploitation.

I am thankful to all the hon. Members for the sentiments that
they have expressed for those unfortunate brothers and sisters
who did not survive. | don’t want to lay the blame on any side, not
in the hope of a bargain but in the consecrated fellowship which
human beings shared in spite of other barriers. There was panic all
around. People were running with whatever belongings they could
grab on their heads, stumbling along dark streets.
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Nobody could prevent them from going away. Children were
the worst sufferers. That is a tragedy beyond description. Sir, | had
the misfortune of looking into those empty eyes which once belonged
to lively children, who were today not seeing anything. A suggestion
came from some people that | should also leave the place; otherwise,
I would also be in danger. | tried to reason with them that the
Office of the Chief Minister does not carry the privilege of escaping
from what the people are suffering. As you know, Sir, in our country,
gossip has a stronger force then reason. These are realities which
we cannot ignore. Therefore, when these kinds of allegations started
being made by a handful of people, the only thing I thought best
was to set up a Commission of Inquiry first against myself. And
that is the genesis of the N.K. Singh Commission. My learned
friend in the opposite, who just spoke, wanted to give the impression
that | created something and then did not obey it. | never abolished
the Commission. You might be aware, at least, statistically, that |
ceased to be the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on 13th March,
1985. My leadership, Shri Rajivji in particular, wanted me to go and
serve in Punjab. I had taken the oath of the Office of the Chief
Minister again, but in obeisance to my leader, the next day | went
to Punjab. | am not trying to escape from anything. I am only
narrating a fact which did come in the way. | wish | remained in
Madhya Pradesh again as the Chief Minister and | would have
seen that the likes of Mr. Anderson, who think that they are the
inheritors of the colonial masters of this country, can strut about
fearlessly after plundering our motherland, | would have taken it to
its logical ends. But even while | was there, the first thing | thought
essential to carry out was his arrest as and when he came If he
had been arrested, most of the debate would have ended. At least,
now, our Government is committed to extradite him and then fix
the responsibility on him. How he is to be extradited, I can hardly
give any opinion. People, who are responsible, know how it is to be
done. I still wish that the first thing that the hon. Prime Minister
would pose to the hon. President of the United States of America,
when he comes here in November, is that we have an unspoken
promise unfulfilled. Then, adequate and full compensation can be
asked for. | just read in the newspapers that President Obama has
already said, “Let somebody make a reference to us. Then, we
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will see.” Sir, on that night itself, | contacted the Office of the
Prime Minister in Delhi and informed them of this calamity. Rajivji
was away on tour. | then got in touch with Dr. S. Varadarajan, the
Director-General of the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, and informed him of this happening. I then requested
him to send such help that could be of use to us. His reaction was
very forthright. By next morning, his team arrived in Bhopal. By
that time, the panic had slightly subsided and toxic gas became
lesser and lesser deadly. Still, on the first count, it was observed in
the morning that nearly 700 people, including children, had been
killed. The tragic scenes, that | faced, as | went from hospital to
hospital, and then to the affected areas, are indescribable. Houses
were left empty; doors and windows were fluttering in the wind,;
no one to protect whatever was left inside. My first duty, as the
Chief Minister, was to see that whatever was left was protected
and the citizens did not suffer with losses. By the afternoon, | got a
message that the Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, was coming to
Bhopal, cutting short his General Election tour. Rajivji arrived at
4.00 p.m. on 4th December. He was in a very grave mood. | briefed
him with all the details in my possession, and in the end, also added
that even though | was not, personally, responsible for that accident,
I was prepared to step down from my office, if he so desired.
Rajivji said, “All this is not called for. Nobody is blaming you. So,
why should you do that?”

By that time, my well-wishers became active and manufactured
all the stories that we are hearing today. The only thing in Rajivji’s
mind was, how we can provide relief and rehabilitation to those
who have been affected. The arrival of Rajivji spread like wildfire
in all parts of the capital and people flocked around him in hope
ultimately, but overwhelmed with despair. In the evening, Rajivji
flew back after telling me that we have to go all out to help the
affected people and he asked me to be in touch with him veryday.
He was to come to Madhya Pradesh on his election tour on the 6th
of December and wanted to know whether he should postpone it
in view of this calamity. | said that he need not do so since the
message might be misinterpreted that we are immobilized as a
Government. | am grateful to him that he accepted my advice. |
hope, Sir, you will pardon me for taking a little time, but sometimes
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time itself loses all relevance. Somebody told me that Mr. Warren
Anderson, who was the head of this company, was coming to
Bhopal. | was amazed at the audacity of the person, who was
directly responsible — because he was aware of what his factory
was manufacturing and where it kept all the elements that went
into that manufacture - - that he was coming to Bhopal. For what?
He could not be coming for sharing our grief, because that is so
unlikely for a bada sahib! But at that very moment, when | came to
know that he was coming, | made up my mind that as soon as he
lands on the soil of Madhya Pradesh, he should be arrested. | did
not share my decision with anybody. | did call in the officers
concerned and briefed them personally that they have to arrest
Mr. Anderson as soon as he steps down from the plane in the
morning. | also gave them these orders in writing, which is not
done by a Chief Minister, but I did — because | knew of the
tremendous pressure that officers are subjected to in such situations
— so that they were not bothered about it and the responsibility
was mine.

As soon as Mr. Anderson stepped down from the plane, the
police, the SP, Mr. Puri, escorted him in a car and told him that he
was under custody and they are taking him to his own rest house
for detention. He was so surprised when he was told this. He kept
on asking, ‘Why is the Chief Minister not here to receive me?” Just
imagine the kind of arrogance that some of these people have.
When the SP could not stop his chatter, he told him, “Well, this is
not a question which I can answer, you better ask it when you
meet the Chief Minister yourself.” After Mr. Anderson was safely
escorted to his rest house, it is necessary to say so because apart
from those visitors who had come to the airport on Mr. Anderson’s
request, the media and some other people, a large number of affected
people whose sons had died, whose daughters had died, mysteriously
did not know by that time what was the cause of the deaths. You
can imagine the feelings of parents, mothers and fathers. They had
assembled outside the gates of the airport. |1 do not blame them, |
cannot condemn them. But, those are the dictates of office which,
I think, all those who have held office know; it became my
responsibility to see to it that no physical or personal harm came to
him. | carried out that duty also with a heavy heart because |
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knew, the first opportunity people get to him, they would lynch him
from the nearest lamp post.

Today, 26 years later, it is very comfortable to sit and discuss
these things.But, Sir, I would like to tell you that it pricks my heart.
I then called my Chief Secretary, Mr. Brahma Swaroop, who
unfortunately is no longer alive, and sought his advice as to what
we should do. He said, ‘now that he has arrived and we have
decided to arrest him, we should see that whatever needs to be
done should be done effectively. It has been just suggested by my
colleague opposite that the Union Carbide had taken over the
administration of Madhya Pradesh and | was just a figurehead.
Well, experiences may be that some people tolerating that also,
and clinging on to office. It was not my habit to do that. And the
first proof that he had not taken over the administration was that
he was arrested as soon as he touched down on the ground of
Madhya Pradesh. If he was that powerful, he would have come,
toured the State and the factory that he lorded over, and gone
away. Rajivji was, at that time, in Harda town of Hoshangabad. |
drove straight to that place, met him and told him about the events
of the morning, and also the arrest of Mr. Anderson. Rajivji heard
me out without any comment, and just said, “Let us go to the next
meeting”. There was not even a flicker of any kind of sympathy
for anyone much less Mr. Anderson. | take the full responsibility
for having arrested Mr. Anderson, and even today, | would feel
proud to suffer any punishment for this act, if it is considered to be
against the interests of the people of Madhya Pradesh.

Sir, being in office certainly brings you some advantages, but
not all the while. The Chief Secretary informed me that there have
been persistent calls for granting bail to Mr. Anderson from Home
Ministry officials in Delhi. I told him, he can do whatever he liked,
but the arrest of Mr. Anderson must be duly recorded so that
subsequently when we want, we can summon him, to arraign him
before the laws of the land. When he was sent back, it is
incongruous, even | realize, and | feel that he should not have gone
back on a State plane.

I do not want to enlarge upon all these things, to add to the
grief and bitterness that this issue has generated, and, | certainly
do not want to shift my blame on anybody. Whatever blame is due
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to me, | am still prepared to suffer it as an ordinary citizen. Let me
tell you, Sir, and through you, to the House and the country that the
clamour about my speaking out should now subside. As an ordinary
person, | have said what | had to say. Shri Rajivji never uttered a
single word to me for the next two days when he was there on tour
either in support of Mr. Anderson or trying to mitigate his problem.
To blame him of anything is a figment of the imagination of all
those who can see nothing concrete or constructive coming through
a person of that calibre. | fully endorse the decision of the
Government of India to extradite Mr. Warren Anderson and seek
full and adequate compensation from him for this tragedy. The
recommendations of the GoM are very constructive and useful
and I commend all my colleagues who are on the GoM to further
sympathy with the sufferings of the people of Bhopal.
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